
MINUTES OF TIlE PLAN COMMISSION
STUDY SESSION
November 6, 2017

1. Call To Order

The Plao Commission Study Session was callcd to order by President Anderson at 6:47 P.M.
at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville, In.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was already recited at the Plan Commission Meeting.

13. Roll Call

President Anderson stated that the Roll Call would stand from the Plan Commission
Meeting.

II. Commission Business

A. II U.S. 30 - Adams-Raney Property

General Location: Trenta Ct. & Lincoln Dr.

Petitioner(s): Noreen Adams-Raney

Request: Rezone from (R-I) Residential to (P.O.) Professional Omce Zoning District

Ms. Noreen Adams-Raney introduced herself. President Anderson asked if this property
was subject to deed restrictions that are on the other prope'1y. Ms. Sulek replied it is not;
and that the reason they are here this evening is due to an en'or that was made back in
1980 when the original zoning was changed from Residential to ProFessional Office. Ms.
Sulek explained that over the years the zoning map did not get changed and it carried
over Fromyear to year. Ms. Sulek stated that this was just recently caught; and that they
are basically just cleaning up the record to get the zoning officially changed on the new
map.

President Anderson asked about the access. Ms. Sulek said it would be accessed from
either Lincoln Dr. or Trenta Ct. depending on which way they decide to position the
building, but that there is limited access to U.S. 30. President Anderson said that Trenta
Ct. has access to Route 30. Ms. Sulek said that was correct and that there was a creek
that separates the property from Happy Days business; and to cross that would not be cost
eFfective. Ms. Sulek reiterated that it would have access from either Lincoln Dr. or
Trenla.

President Anderson asked if there were other questions or comments. Ms. Adams-Raney
said it was a comedy of errors. President Anderson said there is no need for residential
on Route 30. Mr. Jarvis said he feels the Professional Office Zoning is the highest and
best usc of the property. Ms. Sulek said that the Petitioner would be back before the
Board soon for the rezonc and then for a I-Lot Subdivision as it is un-platted. President
Anderson said the Board is all in Favor oFthe land being Professional Office. Ms.
Adams-Raney asked if she would be back next month. Ms. Sulek replied that she would
be back For the rezoning. President Anderson advised Ms. Adams-Raney to get with Ms.
Sulek to get this moving and to get the advertising done. Ms. Adams-Raney thanked the
board.

B. Mr. John Baaske, the owner oFNo'1hwest Indiana Concrete Cutting at 1114 W. Lincoln
Hwy., stated he has been in bnsiness for the last nine years; and that five years ago, he
invented a concrete cutting saw that changes the high curbs. Mr. Baaske said that it
reduces them making a smoother transition; and he provided pictures. Mr. Baaske said
he does these all over northwest Indiana and Illinois.

Mr. Baaske said he wants the Town Council to consider the need For a permit; and that
Schererville is the only town that requires a permit For this. Mr. Baaske said the permit
fee is $25.00 and is ve,y burdensome on both him and the home-owners. Mr. Baaske
said that Dyer does not require a perrnit on anything under $1 ,000. Mr. Baaske stated
that Dyer said to do as many as he can because the home-owners arc paying to resolve
the issues oFthe high curbs. Mr. Baaske said one oFhis clients told him they go over the



curb with their motorcycle and their passenger falls off; and others that have had ball
joints, shocks and front-end damages.

Mr. Baaske said these curbs are bad; and that be has found a way to solve this. Mr.
Daaske said that Schererville is the only one that requires this permit. Mr. Baaske stated
that he was in the Town Hall and spoke to Ms. Sulek; and that it is not only the curb cuts
that arc an issue. Mr. Baaske said that to fix a door-bell and hire an electrician, one needs
a permit in Schererville; and the fee is $50 to get a $100 door-bell changed out. Mr.
Daaske said he wants the Town Council to consider a threshold under which there is no
permit necessalY. Mr. Daaske reiterated that Schererville is the only Town to require
these permits.

President Anderson stated that there is a Council Meeting on Wednesday. President
Anderson said the reason for the permits is to make sure the person doing the work is
qualified with proper insurance and bond. President Anderson said that he understands
that these small jobs are burdensome; but that we have a responsibility to all the residents
to make sure that the people that are working in town have the ability to do it properly.
Mr. Baaske replied that he is licensed, bonded and insured and that he has been doing this
for nine years; and that prior to this, he was a builder of multi-million dollar homes. Mr.
Baaske further stated that he will go to do a curb cut and that he will have ten other
home-owners coming out asking for him to do theirs. Mr. Baaske said it is a problem,
and that he would like it streamlined and a possible threshold. President Anderson
reiterated that there is a Town Council on Wednesday; and that they would be the ones
that could change that.

Mr. Thomas stated that he wanted to COITectMr. Baaske as he made a statement that was
not true. Mr. Thomas said that he is licensed in quite a few towns in Lake County; and
that East Chicago charges $100 per permit per their ordinance. Mr. Daaske said that he
doesn't do curb cuts in East Chicago; but that Dyer, St. John, Griflith, and Highland are
all saying to him to do as many as he can. President Anderson said he understands what
he is saying about going to do one cut and surrounding neighbors come out and ask him
to do theirs. President Anderson said he is sure the Town will work with him on that if
the Council decides to change that. President Anderson said that we have to protect all of
the residents of the town and make sure that the ones that do work in the town are
qualified. Mr. Jarvis asked if we send out an inspector for these curb-cuts. Ms. Sulek
replied no. Mr. Jarvis said that ifhe is licensed, bonded and insured, there is not much
more the Town can do to protect the home-owners. Mr. Jarvis said he agrees with Mr.
Baaske that there should be a threshold.

Mr. Baaske pointed out that the Town is losing money on these $25 permits; citing that
he goes to the Building Depal1ment and then to the cashier in the Clerk's Office, and then
back to the Building Department; and then the permits need to go County to be recorded.
Mr. Baaske said that we are spending more money than we arc getting in. President
Anderson said that the Town Council meets on Wednesday.

III. Adjonrnment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjoullled at 7:00 P.M.
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