MINUTES OF THE PLAN COMMISSION
PUBLIC MEETING
January 8, 2018

I.

CALL TO ORDER
The Plan Commission Public Meeting was called to order at 6:02 P.M. by President Thomas
Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville, IN.
A. Pledge of Allegiance
The pledge of Allegiance was recited.

11.

COMMISSION

BUSINESS

A. Introduction of Members
Because this was the first meeting of the year, rather than taking Roll Call, President
Anderson introduced the Board Members that were present: President Thomas
Anderson, Vice-president William Jarvis, Secretary Gary Immig, Dale Rudd, and Tom
Komos. Absent were David Jaroszewski and Drew Thomas.
The following staff members were present: Town manager Robert Volkmann, Planning
Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth
Rico, Attorney Alfredo Estrada, Robert Csanyi from Robinson Engineering, and
Councilman Dave Dejong.
B. Election of Officcrs
Mr. Dale Rudd made a motion to keep the all of the same Officers on the Board; to keep
the same attorney; and to keep the same Town Engineer. This was seconded by Mr. Tom
Komos and carried 5-0.
C. Appointment of Attorney
Per Mr. Rudd's motion above which was seconded by Mr. Komos and the subsequent
vote, the law firm of Burke Costanza & Carberry will remain as the Plan Commission
Attorneys.
D. Appointment of Town Engineer
Per Mr. Rudd's motion, which was seconded by Mr. Kouros and the subsequent vote, the
firm of Robinson Engineering will remain as the Plan Commission Engineer.
E. Appointment to Board of Zoning Appeals
Mr. Gary Immig made a motion to keep Mr. Jarvis and Mr. Kouros on the Board of
Zoning Appeals. This was seconded by Mr. Rudd and carried 5-0.
F. Approval of the Plan Commission Minutes of December 4, 2017
Mr. Rudd made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. hnmig and carried 5-0.
G. Cancellation of the January IS, 2018, Plan Commission Study Session
Mr. Immig moved to cancel the January IS, 2018, Plan Commission Study Session.
This was seconded by Mr. Rudd and carried 5.0.
H. Approval of Findings of Facl:
I)

P.c. Case # 17-12-15 Pin Oak Parkway Addition
Primary Approval ofa 3.Lot (R-I) Subdivision W/Waiver of Storm Drainage

Control Ordinance No. 170S, Title III, Section 2
APPROVED W/CONTINGENCIES (7-0) 12/4/2017
Mr. Rudd made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Immig and carried
5-0.
2)

I.

P.C. Case #17-12-16 II U.S. 30 (Adams-Raney Property) Rezone
Rezone from (R-I) Residential to (P.O.) Professional Office
FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION TO TOWN COUNCIL (5-2) 12/4/2017
Mr. Immig made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Rudd and carried
5-0.

Correspondence
There was none.

III.

PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. P.e. Case #17-12-15
PIN OAK PARKWAY
General Location:
Petitioner(s):

1620-#3 Cline Ave.

Joanne Lewis

Request: Secondary Approval of a 3-Lot (R-I) Residential Subdivision with Waivers
of Storm Drainage Control Ordinance no. 170S & 170SA, Title Ill, Section
2: Entitled: Stonn Water Ouantity
(Peak runoff rate after development for the One Hundred (100) Yr. return
period storm of critical duration must not exceed the Two (2) Yr. return period
pre-development peak runoff rate)
Mr. Doug Rettig with DVG represented the petitioners. Mr. Rettig explained that this is a
3-Lot subdivision on the west side of Cline Ave. Mr. Rettig stated that they received
their Primary Approval last month; and that they are here tonight to receive their Final
Plat Approval. Mr. Rettig further stated he received correspondence stating that
Robinson Engineering reviewed the final Plat and found they are in substantial
compliance with the ordinances of the Town of Schererville. President Anderson
confirmed that the board has a copy of the same correspondence from Robinson and read
it into the record.
President Anderson asked if there were any changes since the last meeting. Mr. Rettig
said they originally had Postema Lane as an easement; but that they are dedicating a
twenty-foot right-of-way as suggested at the last meeting.
There being no questions from the Board or Staff, President Anderson asked for a Course
of Action. Mr. Rudd made a motion to approve P.C. Case #17-12-15 subject to all
Federal, State, and Local Regulations, and that all fees are paid to the Town of
Schererville. This was seconded by Mr. Kouros and carried 5-0.
B. P.e. Case #17-12-17
CATONA ADDITION
General Location:

Petitioner(s):

1246 & 1226 Schilling Dr.
(Schilling's Edgewood Addition, East HalfofOutlot

E)

John & Karen Catona

Request: Primary Approval of a 2-Lot (R-I) Residential Subdivision
President Anderson asked if the Proofs of Publication were in order. Attorney Estrada
stated that this was deferred from the December 4'h meeting; and that the Proofs of
Publication were established to be in order at that time.

President Anderson then read correspondence from Robinson Engineering stating that
they found the revised engineering plans dated December 26, 2017, were in substantial
compliance with the ordinances of the Town of Schererville.
Mr. Gary Torrenga with Torrenga Engineering in Munster represented the Petitioners.
Mr. Torrenga stated that Catona Estates is on the north side of Schilling Dr. just west of
Bluff Dr. Mr. Torrenga said that John and Karen Catona want to turn this into two lots;
and that there is an existing lake on what they will call Outlot A. Mr. Torrenga said they
want to build two single-family homes; one of which will be theirs. Mr. Torrenga said
that now that it has been reviewed and found to be in compliance, they are asking for
approval of what will be known as Catona Estates.
President Anderson asked if there were any questions from the Board. President
Anderson asked if the pond on Lot 2 was dry or had water. Mr. Torrenga replied that it
always has water in it and that it is wet right now. President Anderson then asked if the
pole barn would be coming out. Mr. Torrenga replied that the pole barn was gone. Mr.
Volkmann stated that they had been through this on Stafflevel and that it should be ready
to go.
There being no other questions from the Board or Staff, President Anderson asked for a
Course of Action. Mr. Kouros made a motion to approve P.c. Case # 17-12-17 pursuant
to all State, Federal and Local Regulations and that all fees are paid to the Town of
Schererville. This was seconded by Mr. Rudd and carried 5.0.
C. p,c. Case #18-1-1
BAILEY'S COVE
(PEACE LUTHERAN
General Location:
Petitioner(s):

CHURCH

& PROPOSED

RESIDENTIAL)

144 W. Parkway Dr.

Brian Jentsch, Trustce
Primary Approval of an 8-Lot (R-I) Residential and a I-Lot (IN)
Institutional Subdivision with waivers of the Storm Drainage Control
Ordinance No. I708/1 708A, Title X, Section 8: Entitled: General
Detention Basin Design Requirements
Item B: The maximum planned depth of storm water stored (without a
permanent pool) shall not excced four (4) feet.
Item C: All storm water detention facilities shall be separated by not less
than twenty (20) feet from any building or structure to be occupied.
Item L: Provide thirty (30) feet of maintenance easement measured from
high water line around perimeter of basin.

President Anderson confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publieation were
in order.
Mr. Gary Torrenga with Torrenga Engineering in Munster represented the Petitioners.
Mr. Torrenga explained that the subdivision is known as Bailey's Cove and is at the south
end of the Peace Lutheran Church property. Mr. Torrenga said that Peace Lutheran
Church has been in place for many years.
Mr. Torrenga stated that they intend to put in eight single-family residential homes; and
that the Plan Commission granted the single-family zoning for the south side of the
church. Mr. Torrenga explained that the drive comes in from Anna St. on the east and
goes into a large parking lot for the church. Mr. Torrenga added that their intention is to
take the parking lot and move it to the northeast and put single-family lots on either side
of what will be called Peace Parkway Court.
Mr. Torrenga stated that the church is presently served by sanitary sewer and a water
main that they will use. Mr. Torrenga said that there is presently no storm water

detention; and that the water !lows out into the ditch to the southwest completely
unrestricted. Mr. Torrenga said that they will put a detention area behind Lots 5 through
8; and that the water will drain south through a 12" pipe and then go into a legal drain.
Mr. Torrenga said that the detention area will entirely take care of all of the property.
Mr. Torrenga said that the water will now be leaked into the ditch rather than pouring
into the ditch and the neighbor's yards. Mr. Torrenga also stated that the people
surrounding this property will be far better protected subsequent to this development;
which is the main intention of the Schererville Drainage Ordinance. Mr. Torrenga added
that the water that now drains off east, west, south or north wi II be taken care of with rear
yard catch basins and swales, etc.
President Anderson opened the matter to the !loor. Mr. Steve Scheele from 2020 Sir
Richard Rd. thanked Mr. Torrenga for his presentation and for taking the time to speak to
him about the drainage issues prior to the mecting. Mr. Scheele said that he is a resident
of the cul-de-sac subdivision immediately to the west; and that he has lived on Sir
Richard Rd. or had a presence there since 1973. Mr. Scheele said he grew up on Sir
Richard Rd. and that he just built a home on Lot 119 which is probably one of the last
vacant lots in Sherwood Forest. Mr. Scheele explained that his mother still lives at 2026
Sir Richard Rd. and that he is speaking for both of them as she was unable to attend. Mr.
Scheele stated that there is a detention pond in the back yard of his mother's home.
Mr. Scheele wanted to express to Mr. Torrenga, the Plan Commission, the Town
Engineer, and the Town Manager to please make sure that they undertake everything
needed to assure there are no drainage problems visited on south cul-de-sac of Sir
Richard Rd. Mr. Scheele also stated that in the spring or summer of 1980 when he was
nine years old, after a heavy rain the retention pond backed up into and !looded their
entire basement at 2026 Sir Richard Rd. Mr. Scheele said that afterward, his step-father
built a sea-wall to go around the south perimeter of that home which held the retention
pond water back during heavy rain events until the summer of 1990. Mr. Scheele said
that in 1990 there was another large rain event which forced the water over the sea wall
and into the basement. Mr. Scheele said he was tasked with the clean-up; and that the
water in the basement was about neck deep which left water marks that are there to this
day.
Mr. Scheele further stated that due to another heavy rain event in approximately 2008, the
water came over the sea-wall and into the basement causing the need to completely gut it;
and that they never restored it keeping it as an unfinished basemcnt. Mr. Scheele said
that as a result of that, they reconstructed the sea-wall and added another foot or so in
hopes that would keep the water out from any future storm events. Mr. Scheele said that
approximately five years ago there was so much rain, that although it did not back up on
the retention pond and breach the sea-wall, there was hydro-static pressure which pushed
water up through the basement.
Mr. Scheele said he appreciates and understands the need for good development in this
town; and that he expects to be a resident of Schererville for the rest of his life. Mr.
Scheele said he does not want to get in the way of what has the great possibility of being
a beautiful subdivision; but that he wants everyone and in particular the engineers to
make sure they do what needs to be done to protect the surrounding properties and homes
and residents from the history that they have endured since 1980 from the !lood cvents.
Mr. Scheele added that he was pleasantly surprised to see some of his neighbors in the
audience which indicates his and his mother's concerns are not just their own concerns,
but everyone from sir Richard Rd. Mr. Scheele thanked the Commission.
Mr. Fred Kowalczyk from 2100 Anna St. stated that he moved into his home in 1984 and
that his piece of property is on the comer. Mr. Kowalczyk said that the retention pond is
more of a lake with a fountain; that it is fairly deep and constantly full of water; and that
there is a berm that holds it back. Mr. Kowalczyk added that in 1984 there was a major
rain where the pond !looded and that every house on Elizabeth took water. Mr.
Kowalczyk said that he and his neighbor are at a slightly higher elevation and didn't get
the water; but that there is a dip between the two homes where the water collects and runs
into the street. Mr. Kowalczyk said that his main concern is how the pond and ditch
would hold the water. Mr. Kowalczyk acknowledged that the Town of Schererville dug
the existing ditch deeper up to Elizabeth; but that there is still water during torrential

rains that runs through his back yard but his yard does not tlood. Mr. Kowalczyk added
that when the water gets to Elizabeth and Anna St., the south side of Elizabeth behind one
gentleman's house still tloods and crosses over Anna St. making the street impassable by
a car. Mr. Kowalczyk said during the last couple of rains before winter, the ditch did
tlood over and that Anna St. and Elizabcth still tloods at one end then goes into another
retention pond which tloods over Elizabeth again and goes behind his neighbors' homes;
and that when it gets to Parkway Dr. it tloods over that making Parkway Dr. impassable
as well.
Mr. Kowalczyk said that his concern was how they would pitch the homes to keep the
water away and pitch the water into the ditch. Mr. Kowalczyk said that when it rains, the
town comes out and puts up the barricades; but the biggest problem is the debris.
Mr. Michel Roznowski from 2025 Sir Richard Rd. said he has been there since 2008 and
that the pond does back up into his yard within ten feet from his house; and that the town
doesn't do anything about it. Mr. Roznowski said that his concern is that if they put all of
this water into the ditch if it will back up the pond and make it worse for him. Mr.
Roznowski said with so much water in the ditch, the pond won't take it and it will back
up into his yard and tlood him even worse. Mr. Roznowski said that he wants to make
sure they look at this closely and to make sure they do the right thing.
Mr. Robert Severin from 162 W. Elizabeth Dr. stated that his house is back toward the
church where the church driveway turns. Mr. Severin said that all of the water from the
church runs into his backyard; and that anytime there is any kind of rain he gets a tlooded
back yard. Mr. Severin said the water then goes to his neighbor's to the west; and then to
his other neighbor's by the ditch. Mr. Severin said the neighbor by the ditch had to put in
drain tile to keep his yard from tlooding. Mr. Severin said that there are four homes that
back up to the church; and that they need to make sure they keep the water out of their
backyards.
There being no other questions or comments from thc tloor, the matter was returned to
the Board. President Anderson stated that just today, they received correspondence from
Robinson Engineering regarding this Petition. Mr. Torrenga said that he received the
letter too late in the day to even read it. President Anderson said since they were talking
about storm sewers, he would go over some of those items now which includes:
1) Utilizing the parking lot islands as rain gardens;
2) Provide and show a rock channel along the south parking lot along the west
side to connect to proposed detention basin;
3) Provide a swale/berm at the south most end of the proposed detention basin
to accommodate the emergency overtlow to prevent potential drainage issues
for south subdivision Lot #6
4) Add proposed size of restrict or to STR #3;
Mr. Torrenga said that they will take a look at that but that it didn't sound like a big deal;
but his main conccrn was what the people in the audience had to say and were worried
about. Mr. Torrenga said that the lots on the south side of the church would be taken care
of because the water will no longer drain down from north to south and go into the
backyards. Mr. Torrenga said as far as the people to the west, any problems that may
have been caused by the church's parking lot will now be taken care of because they will
have their detention on the west side. Mr. Torrenga said the detention will not just tlow
unrestricted into the ditch; but that it would go into the ditch through a 12" pipe which is
very restrictive. Mr. Torrenga said this will make the ditch stay lower and will not affect
anything farther to the south. Mr. Torrenga said they can only temper the effect of the
water that falls within the Peace Lutheran property which they have done according to the
Ordinance; and very carefully to reassure that the neighbors are not adversely affected by
anything that they are doing.
Mr. Torrenga stated that the basic areas of Lots I through 8 is now a hard surface which
tlows from north to south. Mr. Torrenga said this will no longer be hard surface, but will
have a thirty-foot street and a lot of grass and that the water will be detained and handled
which was not done before. Mr. Torrenga said it is not Peach Lutheran's fault nor the
designer from thirty years ago when the church went in, because that was just the way
things were done then. Mr. Torrenga said they are going to be taking care of this thc way

it is supposed to be done according to today's rules and that they will go beyond the best
that they can; and that they will not adversely affect the people that are now being
adversely affected; however, the ditch may. Mr. Torrenga added that the ditch will keep
its peak a little bit down because these acres will now be detained. Mr. Torrenga said
they cannot take care of everything that has happened down Elizabeth and Anna and
suggested that the Town or County would need to look into what is going on down there.
Mr. Torrenga said that all he can do is attenuate what happcns based on what they are
doing with the Peace Lutheran property. President Anderson stated that right now there
is nothing stopping any water on this property which flows to the southwest. Mr.
Torrenga agreed; and added that essentially, the water flows into the backyards of those
houses on Elizabeth. Mr. Torrenga further stated that they will take the water before it
gets to them and put it into their detention.
Mr. Immig asked if the existing pond to the wcst was impacted at all with the new
retention pond. Mr. Torrenga said it was an entirely separate issue; and agreed with one
of the remonstrants that referred to it as more of a pond or a lake. Mr. Torrenga said he
did not investigate exactly how that pond flows in and out because he did not intend to
use it as it is not on his property. Mr. Torrenga said he could see that from mid-summer
until now it is pretty full and does not seem to drain very well because it is all green. Mr.
Torrenga reiterated that they intend to have their detention on their property and have it
run into the ditch and that they do not intend to use that pond at all. Mr. Immig asked if
the existence of the new detention would improve that situation or not. Mr. Torrenga
said that it probably will; and that all of this needs to go from the backyards and then into
the ditch. Mr. Torrenga further stated that now it will go through detention and then into
the ditch at a much reduced rate of flow and will bypass the backyards.
Mr. Volkmann said that the pond is private property and that during the Town's
investigation, they were never able to find any drawings on how it was constructed and
what it was supposed to do; and that he didn't see any way it was connected by a pipe to
the ditch. Mr. Scheele said he had information on that. Mr. Scheele said that most of the
homes in the Sherwood Subdivision was developed in the early to mid-70's; and that his
understanding from speaking to developers of that subdivision is that area was always a
marshy and low area when it was previously farmed. Mr. Scheele said that everything
from the far west flows east into that retention pond area; and everything from the eastern
area flows west towards that retention area. Mr. Scheele pointed out a ditch that runs
north and south then dog-legs and runs west; and that the ditch and the retention pond are
connected. Mr. Scheele said that if that ditch is flooding, the retention pond is flooding.
Mr. Scheele further stated that when one goes, the other goes; and that the only time they
might have a different level of water is when the water is so low in both that they don't
offset one another; but that they do flow in and out of each other.
Mr. Volkmann said they have never been able to find a pipe and asked Mr. Scheele ifhe
knew the location. Mr. Scheele said he would be glad to point it out to him; and that
when the subdivision was developed, the pond was put on either one or two out-lots. Mr.
Scheele said that Mr. Roznowski acquired title to the out-lot in the back part of his
property; and that his mother acquired title to the out-lot behind her property. Mr.
Scheele said that at one time it was fully connected; but when some landscaping was
done in the late 80's on the back south part of the out-lots there was a miniature culvert or
drain tile added to go between that ditch and the pond. Mr. Scheele said there is a land
bridge over it now.
Mr. Scheele said in response to the question by Mr. Immig, he believes any water that
goes into the ditch is also one way or another impacting the retention pond that backs up
to Mr. Roznowski property at 2025 Sir Richard Rd. and also backs up to his mom's
property at 2026 Sir Richard Rd. and sometimes into his mom's basement. Mr. Scheele
said there are also occasions that sometimes the entirety of the cul-de-sac of Sir Richard
Rd. is under water. Mr. Scheele said there have also been occasions that there is
effectively a river that flows in between 2025 Sir Richard Rd and 2026 Sir. Richard Rd.
Mr. Scheele said that his concern is that if they are moving water out of the backyards of
the people that live over on the south side of the propeny or even on the east side of the
property will end up in the ditch which in turn is ending up in that pond and backing up
into their backyards and their cul-de-sac. Mr. Scheele further stated that there have been
times when he has had to park on Robin Hood Lane due to the water on the cul-de-sac

stalling out the car. Mr. Scheele said that he and or Mr. Roznowski would be glad to
show people the pond and the ingress or egress of the water that the ditch has there.
Mr. Immig said his point was to clarify that what Mr. Torrenga said was that this project
was not going to make the situation on that side of the property any better; that it might
make it marginally better, but that it definitely would not make it worse. Mr. Immig
added that the water now is moving uncontrolled; and that the best case scenario is that it
would be improved and monitored. Mr. Immig said they are not going to dramatically
improve that situation that they have experienced over the years as he understands it. Mr.
Immig added that it is not this Petitioner's intent or cause to improve that situation. Mr.
Torrenga stated that he concurs.
President Anderson stated that there are two pages of correspondence from Robinson
Engineering which include seven issues in the Sight Plan items; and the Storm Sewer
issues that were already gone over. Mr. Torrenga said he was advised by his staff that the
letter showed up at 3: 15 P.M.; and that he could not respond to that on the night of the
meeting. President Anderson agreed.
Mr. Kouros said that Mr. Scheele discussed retention in the back of his child-hood home;
and another person talked about the problems with the pond with the fountain. Mr.
Kouros said that Mr. Scheele got back up and said that the two were connected. Mr.
Kouros asked for confirmation that the private property with the pond with the fountain
and the retention in the back of his home are connected somehow. Mr. Scheele stated
that they are one and the same. Mr. Kouros asked the Town Manager if there was
something that the Town could do to help take care of that now that we are aware they
are connected. Mr. Volkmann said that was where his thought process was going; and
that they worked on that area on the ditch and that he is familiar with that pond. Mr.
Volkmann added that he was unaware of the culvert and thought that it just overflowed
and ran out to the ditch at some point. Mr. Volkmann stated that the Sherwood Forest
Subdivision was built in the early 70's with no basic retention pond like the new
subdivisions we build today; and suffers those storm drainage problems that we have
seen a lot of with older subdivisions. Mr. Volkmann added that anything we can do to
enhance that area working with that pond in conjunction with the ditch and maybe
expanding that area back there to improve overall stonn water detention for the area. Mr.
Volkmann said that ultimately when it all backs up and overflows, it is because they can't
get under U.S. 30 as that is the controlling point for the ditch that runs between SI.
Michaels and where crosses 30 back there. Mr. Kouros said that it sounds like the Peach
Lutheran project will help the situation; but it seems like the Town could do something.
Mr. Volkmann said that he will get with Mr. Scheele and look at that property on the outlot. Mr. Volkmann added that the Town is limited to what they can do; but any
improvements they can do to benefit the whole area is something that the Town is
interested in accomplishing; especially if there are residents with private property that are
willing. Mr. Volkmann further stated that he has gone out and witnessed all of the events
the people were describing; but the problem is where do you put the water because that
subdivision was built without retention.
Mr. Kouros asked if the items submitted by Robinson Engineering arc worthy ofa
deferment or delay. President Anderson said they have gone through some of the storm
water issues which were the main ones; and that some regard the church which is an
existing building such as moving the cul-de-sac to enable thc sidewalk to go all the way
around. Presidcnt Anderson stated that he saw a sidewalk on the other plan on the east
side and asked if there was a sidewalk on the west side. Mr. Torrenga said at the present
time no, but that they could put a sidewalk on both sides and that it wasn't a problem.
President Anderson asked Mr. Csanyi to explain Item I under the Site Plan. Mr. Csanyi
stated that in his review, there are handicapped access ramps that are adjacent to the
building and the sidewalk but that the parking is on the south side. Mr. Csanyi said he
was asking that they consider taking the parking spaces from the south side and move
them to the north side because someone in a wheel chair or with a walker would have to
go across the aisle to gain access to the sidewalk and the church. President Anderson
asked for confirmation that Mr. Csanyi was asking that they park up against the sidewalk
rather than across from it which Mr. Csanyi confirmed. Mr. Torrenga explained that the
reason thcy did that was so that people could park and at the same time access the front

door of the church. Mr. Torrenga said whatever they settled for was fine with him; and
that it was just a matter of where they paint the lines. President Anderson said Mr.
Csanyi was asking that they paint the lines on the north side rather than the south side.
Mr. Torrenga said that they were looking for a close access to the front entrance of the
church from the south side; and at the same time having an inclement weather drop-off
for folks at the front door of the church.
President Anderson then went to Item 2: Provide existing Finished Floor Elevation on
existing building: Mr. Torrenga said that doesn't really affect them, but they could do it.
Mr. Csanyi said that the other concern he had mentioned in Item 3 was that there is an
encroachment on the 30' building line which drove him to making those comments. Mr.
Csanyi said that if you look at the northwest corner of the cul-de-sac, the corner piece of
the existing church is encroaching on the 30' building line. Mr. TOITenga said that they
have an existing church and compared what they are doing to the Hippocratic Oath, to
first do no harm. Mr. Torrenga added that they didn't want to hurt the church; but they
did want to divide the new single-family lots. Mr. Torrenga said they really aren't
changing anything or disadvantaging the church at all. President Anderson said that it is
something that is there but that Mr. Csanyi will have to look at it and decide.
President Anderson read item 3 (a): Provide a sidewalk along the perimeter on both sides
of the proposed roadway and note on the plan for the proposed addition. Mr. Torrenga
stated that was fine.
Item 4: Propose a curb along the perimeter of both proposed parking lots or note and
provide vehicle parking blocks and details. Mr. Torrenga said that they simply don't
need them. President Anderson reiterated that the engineer is looking for either a curb or
parking blocks. Mr. Torrenga replied that was fine; and that they would put parking
blocks.
Item 5: Indicate if there will be curbs along proposed islands. a) Consider using parking
islands as rain gardens with bee hive grates and connect to proposed storm sewer.
Item 6: Show a location of a dumpster for the Peace Lutheran Church. President
Anderson said he didn't know if they even had one as it was a small church. A
gentleman from the audience interjected that they do have a dumpster which is by the
garage which needed to be bulldozed. President Anderson said that would be by Lot 6.
President Anderson said that they would need to show where the dumpsters would be
moved to. Mr. Torrenga said that was fine.
Item 7: General Note - No manholes or valve vaults in driveways or sidewalks
Item 8: Add note on plan indicating signage for "no Outlet" and "Stop". Mr. Torrenga
said no problem.
Item 9: provide a parking lot lighting with photometrics and landscape plan and include
details. President Anderson asked if they have lighting in the parking lot. Mr. Torrenga
said that for the addition of eight lots, they believe by providing a full-time lighting
system would be problematic to the exiting neighbors. Mr. Torrenga added that the
church will only operate on Sunday mornings; and that they just didn't' see the need for
it. Mr. Volkmann asked if they have existing parking lot lights. Mr. Torrenga replied
that he didn't think so. A gentleman from the audience interjected that when you come
down the parkway at his lot, there is a telephone pole that has a light on it; and then make
the curb at Peace Lutheran Church, there is another pole with a light on it; and he
believed there was another telephone pole. The gentleman said that NIPSCO has four
lights existing right now; and that it is lit well. Mr. Csanyi stated that the lighting issue
was listed here as well as under the General Items; and that he was not aware of the
NIPSCO lights.
President Anderson then read the remaining Items listed under the Storm Sewers and
Grading Plan that were not discussed earlier. Mr. Volkmann replied that those items (6
through 9) had all been done.

President Anderson went on to the General list referring to the lighting plan. President
Anderson asked if there would be individual lights on each lot such as coach lights. Mr.
Torrenga replied that it had not been discussed; but added that probably the best way to
do it would be to give everyone a coach light up front; and get rid of the other lights. Mr.
Torrenga said that it would give the subdivision exactly what they were looking for
which is that cozy secluded kind of feel. Mr. Csanyi stated that would be fine.
There being no further questions or comments, President Anderson asked if the Board felt
comfortable going forward, or if they wanted to wait. At that point, Mr. Jarvis made a
motion to approve P.C. Case #18-1-1 pursuant to all State, Federal, and Local
Regulations; and that the items from Robinson Engineering are to be worked out by the
Petitioner. Mr. Torrenga said that was acceptable. This motion was seconded by Mr.
Rudd seconded the motion which carried 5-0. Mr. Torrenga thanked the Board.
Attomey Estrada stated that earlier Mr. Rudd made a motion which Mr. Kouros seconded
to retain Burke Costanza & Carberry as the Attomeys; and thanked the Plan Commission
for their vote. Attorney Estrada said that it was an honor to serve the Commission.
President Anderson said that the Plan Commission enjoys and respect his work.
IV.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7: 15 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:

