PLAN COMMISSION
STUDY SESSION NOTES
June 4, 2018

I.

Call To Order
The Plan Commission Study Session was called to order at 6:54 P.M. by President Thomas
Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville, IN.
A. Pledge of Allegiance
President Anderson stated that the Pledge of Allegiance had already been recited at the
Plan Commission meeting and would remain the same.
B. Roll Call
President Anderson stated that the Roll Call would stand from the Plan Commission
meeting.

II.

Commission

Business

A. Sopher Farm
General Location: 8720 Burr St.
Petitioner(s):

Providence Real Estate Development

Request: 98-Lot (R-I) Residential Subdivision
Attorney James Wieser with offices at 429 W. Lincoln Highway, Schererville represented
the Petitioners. Mr. Doug Ehens from Providence Real Estate Development was also in
attendance. Attorney Wieser stated that he also represents the heirs of the estate of Ms.
Sopher, and that her personal representative is Janice Frump.
Attorney Wieser explained that the property is located around 8700 Burr St. on the west
side of Burr between 8th and 9\ ", and that the bulk of the land is to the west and is
approximately lifty acres or so. Attorney Wieser said they approached the Town several
months ago to annex the property which was previously located in the unincorporated
area. Attorney Wieser said they filed a Petition for Annexation with the Town Council
the public hearings have been held; the ordinance has been adopted in its final form; the
notice of publication of the ordinance pursuant to the statute has been made; and that it
will become effective approximately June 19th or 20th•
Attorney Wieser stated that the annexation ordinance provides that the property will be
annexed as R-l; and that his client intends to develop it as R-I; and that the conceptual
proposal is actually for one-hundred lots as the plan was re-done. Attorney Wieser said
the R-\ property will come before the Board for subdivision approval at the appropriate
time, and that they are probably looking at the August meeting.
Mr. Thomas asked Attorney Wieser that based on the subdivision having one-hundred
lots, how many variances did they anticipate requesting. Attorney Wieser replied that
they haven't even taken a look at that yet as it was all conceptual at this time. Attorney
Wieser said they will analyze it and see what they will need. Mr. Thomas then said that
the bike path runs along the property, and asked if they had any intention of putting a
fence there. Mr. Volkmann replied that it was a separate parcel; and that the Town owns
the property right to the south-west there, and then there is the NIPSCO easement on the
other side. Mr. Volkmann added that Mr. Thomas was correct in that is where the
Pennsy is, but that there is no trail there; and that is where it would go through on the
Town's property.
Mr. Rudd asked where the first entrance would be from 9yd north. Mr. Ehens replied
that he was about a half-mile to the middle of the property there. President Anderson
pointed out the church at the south end and said that the first entrance was quite a
distance. Mr. Ehens stated that the northern entrance is about 1000 Ft. south of 85th: and
that he believed the southern entrance is right at a half-mile from 91".

Mr. Jarvis said that one of the reasons for the Study Session is to basically "kick the
tires", and that they may not have all the answers at this point, but wanted to prepare
them for some items that they would be asking. Mr. Jarvis asked if they would have
excel/decellanes along Burr St.; and if there would be a home owners' association.
Mr. Ehens said there would be a home-owners' association; but that they hadn't looked at
the excel/decellanes.
Mr. Jarvis said he just wanted to prepare them for such things and
added that Burr is a busy street. Mr. Jarvis asked if there would be ponds and whether
they would be wet; and if so, would they have architectural things such as fountains to
keep them clear. Mr. Ehens said right now the plan is for them to be wet; but that they
haven't gotten as far enough into it yet to see about fountains. Mr. Jarvis said that these
are things they will be looking at; and that by putting them out there now, it may save
them time in the future. Mr. Jarvis then added they would be asking if there would be
walking trails around those ponds or benches and things like that; and sidewalks.
President Anderson asked what the length is of the northwest cul-de-sac. Mr. Volkmann
said it is six blocks, and that it was probably right on the cusp. Mr. Ehens said it was
going to be close. Mr. Volkmann said they go to the center point of the cul-de-sac and
out to the street; and that the lots that are 80' are probably okay. Mr. Ehens asked if it
should be 600'; and Mr. Volkmann replied that it was 650'. Mr. Jarvis added they will
need to know what the lot sizes would be and their depths. Mr. Ehens replied that they
would be 80' x 125' minimum. Mr. Jarvis asked for continuation that all of the homes
would be single-family. Attorney Wieser replied that was correct. Mr. Jarvis asked if
there would be restrictions against rentals. Mr. Volkmann said there was a new state law
that would supersede all of that. Mr. Ehens said they typically put that verbiage in their
documents.
Mr. Volkmann said he had one request for their consideration and that he wasn't sure
where it fell on their plot. Mr. Volkmann said that the Grand Canyon is behind there, and
that there is a regulatory restrictor in there that ponds the water to the south and releases
it through; and that there is no clear access point to get to that. Mr. Volkmann said right
now they have to drag their equipment through the yards in Spring Vale; and that he
would need an access easement somewhere along, there; and that he can pinpoint the
exact location. Mr. Ehens said that would be great.
President Anderson asked if there were any questions from Staff or engineering. Mr.
Csanyi from Robinson Engineering said that at this time, the only comment he had was to
keep in mind that with a new subdivision, the utility easements would have to be in front.
Mr. Jarvis said that with this being a new subdivision, maybe they should ask each
member what their thoughts were overall. President Anderson said he didn't see a lot of
things that would require waivers or variances and that they had a nice piece of property.
Attorney Wieser said once they get some more detail, they will do their best to make sure
that they don't need waivers or variances.
Mr. Kouros asked about the Cornerstone Subdivision and if there were major flooding
issues; and ifso, was it corrected. Mr. Volkmann said that was in Pine Island; but was
due to runoff from the farm tield prior to development; and that it was all addressed with
the retention of the subdivision. Mr. Volkmann said that was all the way down on the
other end of Burr St. Mr. Volkmann said this will probably discharge into the Grand
Canyon. Attorney Wieser said he would think so. Mr. Volkmann said that right now it is
running into it uncontrolled. Mr. Volkmann said that with the drainage system they are
conceptualizing, all of that water will be controlled and contained within the subdivision
at a controlled rate which will help everybody out. Mr. Rudd added that Cornerstone
turned out being a very nice subdivision. Mr. Immig asked what subdivision was to the
west. Mr. Volkmann said right now it is unincorporated Lake County, but it is Heather
Hills, Spring Rose Heath on the other side of the Grand Canyon; and that on the east side
is Pine Island. Mr. Jaroszewski said he would be happy to see a subdivision without any
waivers or B.Z.A. changes; and that if they can keep a variety of design with this
subdivision to make it more appealing. Mr. Jaroszewski asked if they had given any
thought to putting in a community center with that many homes. Mr. Ehens said that
hasn't even been thought about. Mr. Jarvis thanked them for annexing this into
Schererville; and added that with the environment out there, it would be a great
development and a plus to the Town of Schererville. Mr. Ehens thanked the Board and
said they were very excited.
Mr. Volkmann stated that on September 27, there will be a Shared Ethics Advisory
Commissions Board and Commissions Members Training for anyone who hasn't

attended it previously. Mr. Volkmann said there will be more information coming out;
and that he will make sure they get it.
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III.

Adjournment
There being no funher business, the meeting was adjourned at 7: 13 P.M.

