.MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ZONING
APPEALS PUBLIC MEETING
July 23, 2018

I.

CALL TO ORDER
The Board of Zoning Appeals Public Meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman
Michael Goldasich at the Schererville Town Hall, JOE. Joliet St., Schererville, IN.
A. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
B. Roll Call
Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Chairman Michael Goldasich,
Secretary Frank Camilli, Mr. James Gorman and Mr. William Jarvis. Absent was ViceChairman Tom Kouros, Staff present: Town Manager Robert Volkmann, Planning
Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek, Recoding Secretary Norma Hollingsworth
Rico, Board of Zoning Appeals Attorney Alfredo Estrada, and Councilman Dave Dejong.
C. Approve Minutes of the Special Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of May 21, 2018
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Gorman and carried 4-

O.
II.

PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. B.Z.A. Case #18-7-14 242 Lincoln Hwy. - (Proposed: APEX Tattoo & Art Studio)
General Location: Lincoln Ridge Mall - Suite 242
Petitioner(s):

Aaron Peters

Request: Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVI, Section 4,
Paragraph C (2)
Purpose: To allow a Tattoo & Art Studio
Mr. Volkmann stated that because the Petitioner was unable to attend this evening's
meeting, the Petitioner asked for the Board's consideration to acknowledge the Public
Hearing and continue the case until next month. Chairman Goldasich deferred to
Attorney Estrada who said that the rules allow that if the Petitioner represents himself in
some manner, it can be continued. Attorney Estrada added that it is when he fails to
represent himself in any manner, that the Board shall dismiss; and that a motion to
continue would be proper.
Mr. Jarvis asked if they could open the matter up to the public portion of the meeting.
Mr. Volkmann replied that it wouldn't be proper as there is no representation. Attorney
Estrada stated that the remonstrations have to come after the Petitioner; and that the
Petitioner is required to go first.
A motion was made by Mr. Jarvis to defer the hearing on this matter until the next
scheduled Board of Zoning Appeals meeting. Mr. Gorman seconded the motion which
carried 4-0. Mr. Volkmann thanked the Board for their consideration.
B. B.Z.A. Case # 18-7. 15 5050 W. Lincoln Hwy. - (Proposed:
Climate Controlled Storage Space Business Office)
General Location: Johnson Addition (AiK/A:
Petitioner(s):

Contractor's Offices and

Earl's Heating & Air)

Ken Christensen

Request: Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVI, Section 4,
Paragraph C (2)
Purpose: To allow contractor's businesses, climate controlled storage and business

office space
Chairman Goldasich confirmed with Anorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were
in order.
Mr. Ryan Marovich from 1159 Troutwine Rd., Crown Point, Indiana, the project
engineer, represented the Petitioner. Mr. Marovich stated that they are seeking a
Variance of Use for this site that is currently Earl's Heating & Air Conditioning.
Mr. Marovich explained that Mr. Christensen wanted to tear down the existing building
that houses his offices; and that he is proposing to build a new office building in the front
as well as space in the back that houses his businesses. Mr. Marovich added that they
would be looking to rent out the new office building in the front. Mr. Marovich
explained that because this is in the U.S. 30 Overlay District, they require the Variance to
make his business compliant; and that one of the future potential uses is climate
controlled storage which also requires a Variance.
Chairman Goldasich asked how much space he would be leasing out. Mr. Marovich
replied that currently no space is leased; but the plan is to construct a 4000 S.F. office
building which would be in the front part taking the place of the existing building that
houses his offices; and that in the back, he would use the existing metal pole building and
look at expanding a similar building to the back which would be approximately 1600 S.F.
of warehouse service space.
Chairman Goldasich noted that he didn't see much parking, and asked what the parking
was like. Mr. Marovich stated that they reduced the building footprint in the back; and
that there are currently twenty-four spaces they are showing. Mr. Marovich said there is
one space per 400' of the office space; and one space per 1200 S.F. for the repair service
business, plus they have eleven spaces for future employees. Mr. Marovich added that
they do not anticipate that they would need eleven, but that is the max and where they are
gening their twenty-four required. I
Chairman Goldasich asked for questions from Board Members. Mr. Gorman asked for
confirmation that the existing office space which is a house was going to be removed and
replaced with office space; and if Earl's was going to be moved to the back with a new
office. Mr. Marovich replied yes; and that the front would be a nicer professional
looking building; and that he looks to rent it out to a lawyer or engineering firm.
Mr. Camilli asked for the nearest cross street. Mr. Marovich replied it would be Pine
Island Dr.just to the east; and added that this location is almost directly north of the
Centier Bank.
Chairman Goldasich opened the matter to the public portion of the meeting; and asked if
there was anyone for or against the Petition that would like to speak. There being no
questions or comments, the maner was returned to the board.
Mr. Jarvis asked about a shaded area on the plan. Mr. Marovich replied that the building
to be removed was outlined and in the front rectangular portion that signifies the new
building. Mr. Jarvis asked ifit would be two stories which Mr. Marovich confirmed.
Mr. Jarvis asked if it would be just one tenant or multiple. Mr. Marovich said it would
most likely be multiple; but would depend on the tenants; and could possibly be two
offices on the first Iloor and two on the second Iloor. Mr. Jarvis asked what the climate
controlled storage would be used for, and if Earl's would be using that. Mr. Marovich
replied that it would be rented out; and that the U-Haul adjacent to the east has storage,
but no climate control. Mr. Marovich said they believe there would be a market for that.
Mr. Jarvis said that he agreed that there was definitely a market for it with classic cars
and other items. Mr. Jarvis asked if Earl's would occupy the existing metal pole building
or the one behind it. Mr. Marovich said it would likely be the existing metal building;
and that the new building to the north would most likely be new service space or the
climate controlled storage.
Mr. Camilli asked if all three buildings would be interconnected. Mr. Marovich replied
yes. Mr. Camilli said that to the east of the parking lot it continues into another parcel
with strucllires on it. Mr. Marovich replied that the U-Haul is to the east with no
connectivity. Mr. Marovich said there is a strip of grass and landscaping that separates
the two.

There being no other questions or comments, Chairman Goldasich asked for a Course of
Action. Mr. Jarvis made a motion for a favorable recommendation to the Town Council
ofB.Z.A. Case #18-7-15. This was seconded by Mr. Gorman and carried 4-0.
III.

COMMISSION

BUSINESS

A. Findings of Fact:
I.

B.Z.A. Case # 18-5-9 12905 W 77th Ave. (Proposed: Amberleigh Estates
Petitioner(s): Chris Kovich
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No 1797, Title IV, Section 4,
Paragraph A - To allow a lot depth of 120' (Minimum required: 125')
APPROVED W/Conditions (4-0) 5/21/2018
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Gorman and
carried 4-0.

2.

B.Z.A. Case #18-5-10 12905 W. 77th Ave. (Proposed: Amberleigh Estates)
Petitioner(s): Chris Kovich
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title IV, Section 4,
Paragraph C - To allow a 25' front yard setback (Minimum required: 30')
APPROVED W/Conditions (4-0) 5/21/2018
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Camilli and carried
4-0.

3.

B.Z.A. Case #18-5-11 12905 W. 77th Ave. (Proposed: Amberleigh Estates)
Petitioner(s): Chris Kovich
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title IV, Section 4,
Paragraph D (2) - To allow a 25' side yard setback abutting the street (Minimum
required: 30')
APPROVED W/Conditions (4-0) 5/21/2018
Mr. Camilli made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Gorman and
carried 4-0.

4.

B.Z.A. Case # 18-5-12 2433 Ontario SI. (Proposed: Kamp & Boer, P.C. Offices)
Petitioner(s): John R. Kamp - Ebenezer Holdings, L.L.c.
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No 1797, Title XV, Section 4,
Paragraph E (I) - To allow a 15' rear lot depth (Minimum required; 30')
APPROVED W/Conditions (4-0) 5/21/2018
Mr. Gorman made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Camilli and
carried 4-0.

5.

B.Z.A. Case #18-5-13 1500 Eagle Ridge Dr. (Proposed: Medical/Professional
Offices)
Petitioner(s): G & K Development, L.L.C.
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XX, Section 4,
Paragraph B (6) - To allow a reduction of the required (5) parking spaces for each
examining or treatment room, plus (I) per doctor or employee (Requesting (2)
parking spaces for each examining room or treatment room)
APPROVED W/Conditions (4-0) 5/21/2018
Mr. Camilli made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Gorman and
carried 4-0.

B. Correspondence
Mr. Volkmann stated there was no correspondence.
IV.

AD.JOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6: 18 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:
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Frank Camilli, Secretary

