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MINUTES OF THE PLAN COMISSION
PUBLIC MEETING
Octobcr I 2018

I.

CALL TO ORDER
The Plan Commission Public Meeting was called to order by President Thomas Anderson at
6:00 P.M. at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St.. Schererville, IN.
A. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
B. Roll Call
Roll Call was taken with the following members present: President Thomas Anderson,
Vice-President William Jarvis, Secretary Gary Immig, Mr. Drew Thomas, Mr. Dale
Rudd, and Mr. Tom Kouros. Absent was Mr. David Jaroszewski. Staff present:
Planning Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary Norma
Hollingsworth Rico, Plan Commission Attorney Alfredo Estrada, Town Engineer Robert
Csanyi, and Councilman Kevin Connelly. Absent was Town Manager Robert Volkmann.
C. Approve Minutes of the Plan Commission Public Meeting of September 10, 2018
Mr. Dale Rudd made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Drew Thomas and
carried 6-0.

II.

PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. P.c. Case #18-9-17
BURR RIDGE
General Location: 8720 Burr St.
Petitioner(s):

Providence Homes at Regency, Inc.

Request: Primary Approval of a I04-Lot (R-I) Residential Subdivision
President Anderson confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were
in order.
Attorney Randy Wyllie represented the Petitioner Providence Homes. Also in attendance
was Doug Ehens, Vice-President of Providence Homes, Shawn Strange, the Traftic Study
Engineer from First Group Engineering out of Indianapolis, and Mr. Brad Moore from
Manhard Engineering.
Attorney Wyllie said that the proposed subdivision is on the west side of Burr St. directly
south of 85th Ave., just south of Hyles Anderson College, and north of the church on Burr
St. Attorney Wyllie stated that this parcel was annexed into the Town of Schererville this
year by the Town Council in anticipation of this subdivision petition being filed.
Attorney Wyllie further stated that after a Study Session in September, there were several
discussions with Town agents; and that they have come up with a revised plat.
Attorney Wyllie explained that the plan calls for 100 buildable lots with several out lots
consisting of drainage and pond areas. Attorney Wyllie added that a traffic study was
submitted with a grade out of A's and B's for the most part; with the worst case scenario
of a C-Grade during certain hours and times. Attorney Wyllie pointed out that on the
opposite side of the street where they will be located are twenty-three single-family
homes with homes with twenty-three individual driveways right onto Burr St. which will
be addressed by the Traffic Engineer.
Attorney Wyllie said that based on the discussions, comment, and revisions that have
been on-going between their engineers and the Town's Engineer Robinson, it is pretty
clear that the subdivision meets the concrete standards to be approved according to
Indiana Law; and that approval should be granted. Attorney Wyllie further stated that
there are no Developmental Variances needed as they meet all of the standards of the
Subdivision Control Ordinance.

President Anderson asked if they had received the memo from Robinson Engineering
from today. Attorney Wyllie replied that they did, and that Mr. Moore responded to Ms.
Sulek and Mr. Volkmann via e-mail about 2:00 or3:00 this afternoon. Mr. Wyllie added
that it was mainly about changing the location of manholes, and that Mr. Moore would
address that.
President Anderson stated that there was a subsequent memo which he read into the
record whereby Robinson pointed out that the Pine Island sewers were televised and
found a boulder that needs to be dug up, removed, and the sewer main line repaired. The
memo went on to state that there were also several buried manholes under a few
driveways that were located and exposed. Additional information will be provided to the
Town by Nies Engineering on their findings along with a plan to address them.
Regarding the traffic study, the Director of Public Works JelTHuet pointed out that the
speed limit in the area is 25 MPH and not 20 MPH as indicated in the report; and that
REL is presently reviewing the information. Robinson said that they will not have any
recommendations available until the study is completed.
The memo went on to say that until a plan to address the Pine Island sanitary sewers is
provided, the Burr Ridge sanitary sewers will not be able to be connected and approved
by the Town of Schererville Public Works Department. President Anderson said that he
just received the memo at 6:00 P.M. today. Attorney Wyllie said that they had not seen
this either; and that based on that memo, they would ask for a deferral to be on the next
month's agenda. Attorney Estrada replied that a motion to defer would be improper; and
that one concern the Board would have, is that there may be remonstrators in the
audience this evening. Attorney Estrada added that it may be best to allow the
remonstrators to have a chance to speak. President Anderson said that some of the
remonstrators are here for a second time after there was an issue with the mailing last
month. President Anderson added that he would like the remonstrators to be able to see
the presentation so they won't have to come up and speak blindly about what is going to
happen with the subdivision.
President Anderson asked Mr. Csanyi ifhe felt that the items would be resolved by next
month. Mr. Csanyi replied that there are also some other issues and that he wasn't sure
where their engineering is presently on the report, and that he couldn't speak for them at
this time. Mr. Jarvis stated that his opinion was to let them do their presentation so that if
there are some remonstrators that can't be here next month; at least they can voice their
opinions. Attorney Wyllie reiterated that they would like to ask for a deferral.
President Anderson explained to the audience that there is an engineering issue regarding
the sewer connection in Pine Island which prevents them from voting on this matter
tonight; and asked if there was anyone in the audience that would be unable to attend next
month's meeting November 5. Because there was no response, President Anderson said
that they should honor Attorney Wyllie's request for a deferral. Mr. Jarvis made a
motion to defer P.c. Case # 18-9-17 to the next scheduled meeting of November 5, 2018.
This was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 6-0.
B. P.e. Case #18-10-18
,JOHNSON ADDITION

(A/KIA: EARL'S HEATING

& COOLING)

General Location: 5050 W. Lincoln Hwy.
Petitioner(s):

Kenneth Christensen

Request: Primary Approval of a U.S. 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District
Development Plan
Mr. Ryan Marovich from DVG Team 1155 Troutwine Rd., Crown Point, IN., represented
the Petitioner. Also in attendance were Mr. Kenneth Christensen and the architect on the
project Mr. Ted Rohn. Mr. Marovich stated that since the Study Session, nothing has
changed except for the monument sign which has been reduced from 18' to 8' high to
comply with the ordinance. Mr. Marovich said that the parking meets the minimum
requirement; and that there has been an on-going discussion with the landowner on the
west, but no agreement has been reached. Mr. Marovich added that there is a future
potential of an acquisition of all or part of that west parcel to expand the parking and or
buildings.

President Anderson stated that it was a nice looking building and asked for comments
from board members or stan~ Mr. Csanyi asked if there had been any major changes with
the pond in regards to what it was designed for and what is proposed. Mr. Marovich
replied no and added that the calculations have been performed; that it detains what is
shown on their plan; and has been sized for any impervious area on the other lot in the
event it is acquired. Mr. Csanyi asked if there was any current maintenance on the pond
at this time. Mr. Marovich replied no; but that it would be cleared out as this is built and
will be landscaped and seeded.
Mr. Dale Rudd made a motion to approve P.C. Case # 18-10-18, subject to all State,
Federal, and Local Regulations, and that all fees are paid to the Town of Schererville.
This was seconded by Mr. Drew Thomas and carried 6-0.

c. P.c. Case

#18-10-19
THE CROSSROADS,

LOT 6 (ARBY'S)

General Location: 700 W. Lincoln Hwy., Suite A
Petitioner(s):

Michael Mohr - Mohr Architects

Request: Primary Approval of a U.S. 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District
Development Plan
Mr. Michael Mohr from Mohr Architects stated that based on the comments at the Study
Session, they have done some revisions primarily with the landscaping. Mr. Mohr said
that they have provided a plant list for what will be planted by the pylon sign and the 20'
green strip along U.S. 30; and that they have also shown the existing landscape around
the property.
Mr. Mohr said that their sign company discussed cleaning the pylon sign, changing the
face, and adding LED with Ms. Barbara Hansen from the Planning & Building
Department who felt it would be considered maintenance rather than a change of
technology. Ms. Sulek stated that this is considered a technology change; and that the
sign will have to be brought up to compliance. Mr. Mohr stated that they will take this
otT of their plan so as not to hold it up for a variance. Mr. Jarvis asked if he was saying
that they would not be doing anything with the pylon sign. Mr. Mohr said that he would
need to veri/)' that with Arby's; but if there are maintenance items they can perform
without changing the technology, they would do that. Ms. Sulek stated that changing the
landscaping around the base of the pylon sign to become compliant with the Overlay
would be okay. Ms. Sulek further stated that she had discussed this with Mr. Volkmann
several weeks ago; and that the changes they were proposing are considered technology
changes and would require they apply for a variance. Mr. Jarvis agreed.
Mr. Mohr said that the exterior is the same as it was at the last meeting. Mr. Jarvis asked
if there could be technology changes to the signs on the building. Ms. Sulek replied yes,
and added that it was just the pylon sign due to the height. President Anderson stated that
any motion should state that the only changes that can be made to the pylon sign should
be the landscaping unless they decide to go for the variance. Mr. Jarvis said that they
should bring it up to the current code.
There being no further questions from the board, staff, or engineering, President
Anderson asked for a course of action. Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve P.C Case
# 18-10-19 pursuant to all State, Federal, and Local Regulations, all fees to the Town of
Schererville to be current; and that the pylon sign be brought up to code; but not
exceeding that with any technology unless a variance is granted. This was seconded by
Mr. Rudd and carried 6-0.
III.

COMMISSION

BUSINESS

A. Deerpath Estates Condominium Homeowners Association
Review and determination if the closing of the entrance at 77th Ave. constitutes a
substantial change to the recorded Planned Unit Development
President Anderson stated that this was discussed at our last meeting and that it was the
consensus of the board that it was not a substantial change. President Anderson said that
someone needs to make a motion so they can vote upon this. Mr. Jarvis asked if this was
had been to a Public Meeting or ifit needed to be. Attorney Estrada stated that ifit were
a Petition in front of the board, it would need to be; but not for a change. Mr. Jarvis

"

asked Attorney Estrada for clarification ifan approval would mean that it is not a major
change because the wording was a little difficult to understand. Attorney Estrada stated
that they are determining that the closing (of the entrance) constitutes a substantial
change. Attorney Estrada said that an approval would be an aftirmative that it does; a
deferred would be a continuance; and that denied would be that it does not constitute a
substantial change. Attorney Estrada added that if the intent is to deny or to state that the
closing does not equal a substantial change, the motion should be to deny.
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to deny that the closing of the entrance at 77th Ave. constitutes
a substantial change to the Deerpath Estates Condominium Planned Unit Development.
This was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 6-0.
President Anderson explained that although the motion was to deny, what Deerpath
wants to do is approved. Ms. Deb Zale, Secretary of the Homeowners Association
thanked the Board.
B. Findings of Fact:
I.

P.c. Case # 18-7-15 Burr Street Crossing, Lot 2
(Proposed: Crossroads Animal Hospital)
Secondary Approval of a U.S. 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District Plan
APPROVED W/CONTINGENCIES (5-0) 9/1 0/18
Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Rudd and carried
6-0.

2.

P.c. Case # 18-9-16 Napleton 2"d Addition, Lot 2 (Mercedes-Benz/V olvo)
Primary Approval ofa U.S. 4\ Commercial Corridor Overlay District Plan
APPROVED W/CONTINGENCIES (5-0) 9/10/18
Mr. Rudd made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried
6-0.

C. Correspondence
Ms. Sulek stated there was no correspondence.
IV.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:36 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:

