
PLAN COMMISSION 
STUDY SESSION NOTES 
March 18, 2019

Call to OrderI.

The Plan Commission Study Session was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by President Thomas 
Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville, IN.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: President Thomas Anderson, 
Vice-President William Jarvis, Secretary Gary Immig, Mr. David Jaroszewski, Mr. Drew 
Thomas, Mr. Dale Rudd, and Mr. Tom Kouros. Staff present: Town Manager Robert 
Volkmann, Director of Operations James Gorman, and Recording Secretary Norma 
Hollingsworth Rico.

II. Commission Business

A. Hall's First Addition

General Location: 7905 W. 77lh Avenue
(Lincoln Parkway Acres)

Petitioner(s): Ray Hall (represented by Tim Higgins)

Request: 3-Lot (R-l) Residential Subdivision

Mr. Doug Rettig from D.V.G. represented the Petitioner. Also in attendance was Mr. Hall’s 
son-in-law Mr. Tim Higgins. Mr. Rettig stated that they are presenting a re-subdivision of 
part of Lot-35 in the Lincoln Parkway Acres. Mr. Rettig explained that the existing home on 
the east side of the round-about was damaged in a fire and needs to be rebuilt. Mr. Rettig 
added that because of having to rerplat this for the building permit, the family decided to 
pursue a 3-Lot Subdivision which was something they did twenty years ago, never having 
recorded the Mylars.

Mr. Rettig pointed out that the land is a triangle shape consisting of the existing home on Lot- 
1 which will be demolished; and Lot-2 which is a 100' x 100’ lot where the home will be 
rebuilt. Mr. Rettig stated that will allow for a 30' front building line and a 30’ rear building 
line; and that they have a house plan which will accommodate the 40’ x 80' buildable area. 
The intention is that Lot-1 and Lot 3 will be sold. Mr. Rettig further stated that they will ask 
for a waiver of the storm water detention; and that they will have a 30’ rear setback for both 
lots and a 30' setback along Rohrman Rd., and that they are dedicating an additional ten foot 
of right-of-way along 77th consistent with what was done next door to the east. Mr. Rettig 
stated that a 30' half right-of-way is consistent with the Ordinance rather than what is there 
now which is 20' on 77Ih Ave.

Mr. Rettig said that they will tie into the existing sanitary sewer along the south edge of 77th 
Ave.; and that they will be utilizing the existing water main on the north side of 77th Ave. for 
the water tap.

President Anderson asked when the house would be demolished. Mr. Higgins replied that 
they are waiting on the State Farm adjuster to finish, and that they already have a bid in place. 
Mr. Rettig confirmed with Mr. Higgins that the garage would be coining down as well. Mr. 
Higgins added that all of the vehicles will be removed and the lot would be cleaned up. 
President Anderson asked if Lot-3 would have its access on Rohrman Rd. which was 
confirmed by Mr. Rettig.

Mr. Kouros asked if the new home would have access on 77th Ave. Mr. Rettig replied that 
Lot-1 and Lot-2 will both have driveway access on 77th Ave. Mr. Rettig added that they 
could entertain driveway access for Lot-1 to both roads and let the Plan Commission decide. 
Mr. Rettig pointed out that they would be getting close to the round-about; but that they could 
put an easement on it if the Plan Commission decided it was necessary. Mr. Rettig added that



a garage on the south side of Lot-1 might work, but that he didn’t want to encumber that lot 
with an access easement unless the Plan Commission deemed it necessary. Mr. Rettig also 
stated that the shape of that lot might lend a garage on the back side of the house.

Mr. Jarvis said he thought the standards for R-l were larger than 100’. Mr. Volkmann replied 
that it was 80'. Mr. Rettig said that 80’ x 125’ is pretty typical for an R-l Lot; and that the 
minimum is 10.000 S.F. which is where they are at. Mr. Jarvis asked what Lot-1 would be 
used for in the future. Mr. Rettig replied that it would be another residence; and that the 
family that lived there is moving to Lot-2.

Mr. Volkmann pointed out that the width and area of Lot-2 are correct, but that it lacks the 
minimum depth of 130’ and will require a variance from the B.Z.A. Mr. Volkmann stated 
that Lot-1 will have challenges as well due to the close proximity to the round-about with 
access onto Rohrman Rd. and suggested the access be restricted to 77th. Mr. Volkmann 
added that with Lot-3, they are stuck. Mr. Rettig suggested having no access along the west 
side of that lot, and leaving it at the east 30’. Mr. Jarvis reiterated that Lots 1 and 2 would 
have access on 77th, and Lot-3 would have access on Rohrman Rd. Mr. Rettig added that Lot 
3 will have the opportunity to have access on the far east side if they choose to have a 
driveway to Rohrman. Mr. Volkmann said that the average depth of Lot 1 is 116’; and that 
they should probably do Lots 1 and 2 and be done with it. Mr. Jarvis confirmed that they 
would go to the B.Z.A. before coming back to the Plan Commission. Mr. Rettig said they 
will go to the B.Z.A. late April and back to the Plan Commission early May.

B. Deer Crossing

General Location: 5101 W. 73rd Ave.

Petitioner(s): David & Galy Neu

Request: 1 -Lot (R-1) Residential Subdivision

Mr. Doug Rettig from D.V.G. represented the Petitioners. Mr. Rettig explained that Deer 
Crossing is cm 73rd Ave. between Foxwood Unit 3 and Foxwood Unit 4; and that the existing 
home will be demolished in preparation for a new home which will be built a bit further east 
than the existing home, and that they will be utilizing the existing driveway. Mr. Rettig said 
that the intention is to come in for a 1-Lot Subdivision for the 3.75 acres; and that the tricky 
part is trying to get sewer and water to this home site which is currently on septic and well. 
Mr. Rettig said that they know where the sewers are, but they are trying to figure out the best 
easement to get to it. Mr. Rettig said that there is an existing 16” water main along 73rd Ave; 
and sewer in Foxwood Unit 3 on Forest Ridge Dr. on the other side of the road with limited 
easements to get to that existing sanitary sewer. Mr. Rettig further stated that because home 
site is within 300' of the sanitary sewer, the Town prefers it be connected; but due to the 
significant cost involved, the homeowners are willing to stay on septic and well.

President Anderson asked if he was referring to the easement to the south going across. Mr. 
Rettig explained that on the south side of the strip mall, there is an easement between the strip 
mall and the first house which has a storm sewer; and that he didn’t think there was enough 
room for a sanitary sewer. Mr. Rettig added that there is another easement two lots down 
between Lots 103 and Lot 102 which may be the best choice; and then there is another 
easement two lots down from that which also has a storm sewer for a rear yard drain; and 
then worse case is at the very south end of the property where there is a larger easement 
which would be the second choice if he can't make the other one work. Mr. Rettig said the 
water would come from the front where the water main is even though it is a long way back 
there.

Mr. Rettig stated that there are wetlands at the northeast corner of the property with a bit of a 
retention basin; and that there are no plans to change the wetland area. Mr. Rettig added that 
they will be requesting a waiver of storm water detention because there will be very little 
change as far as impervious area.

President Anderson asked if there were any questions. Mr. Volkmann confirmed with Mr. 
Rettig that they were just doing one lot: and added that it is a long way to go for water. Mr. 
Rettig said they discussed doing multiple lots, but the extra sanitation was too costly. Mr. 
Rettig asked if the Town would entertain building on a septic system. Mr. Volkmann replied 
that they would have to tie into the sewer; that the County wouldn’t allow septic; but that they 
could do a well. Mr. Volkmann said that the sewer has IDEM requirements, but the well 
does not.; and added that it is a nice lot.



President Anderson asked what the time frame was. Mr. Rettig said that they would like to 
be back for a Public Hearing in early May.

III. Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:21 P.M.


