
PLAN COMMISSION 
STUDY SESSION NOTES 
April 1,2019

I. Call to Order

The Plan Commission Study Session was called to order at 6:15 P.M. by President Anderson 
at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville, IN.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

President Anderson announced that the Pledge of Allegiance would stand from the prior 
meeting.

B. Roll Call

President Anderson stated that the Roll Call would stand from the prior meeting.

II. Commission Business

A. Burger Haus

General Location: 813 U.S. 30

Petitioner(s): Costas Restaurant Group, L.L. C. - Brian Susoreny, Director of Operations 
Burgerhaus Restaurants

Request: U.S. 30/U.S. 41 Commercial Corridor Overlay District Development Plan 
Review and determination if proposed change to allow outdoor seating 
Constitutes a substantial change to the approved U.S. 30/U.S. 41 Commercial 
Corridor Overlay District Development Plan

Mr. Brian Susoreny, Director of Operations for Burgerhaus Restaurants for Costas 
Restaurant Group, represented the Petitioners. Mr. Susoreny explained that they wanted 
to establish an outdoor seating area on the north end of the property right outside the 
restaurant. Mr. Susoreny included their floor plan and proposed seating for the addition 
in his packet given to the Board; and stated that they are looking to add at least eight 
tables to the outskirts of the outside concrete apron which will be enclosed by fencing.

Mr. Susoreny explained that they will be extending the fencing at least 45' across the 
north facade and 15? out from each side adjacent to the Jimmy-John’s facility. President 
Anderson asked whether people would be able to access the area from the outside or if 
they would have to gain access from inside. Mr. Susoreny replied that depending on the 
approvals from this commission and the Excise Commission, they will either have a 
small access area from the exterior or from the inside of the building with the current 
emergency exit turning into the entrance to the patio. President Anderson expressed 
concerns about people walking through the lot without sidewalks. Mr. Susoreny replied 
that they can adjust the dimensions of the area; and that at this point, they are looking for 
recommendations from the Plan Commission and their opinion on feasibility.

President Anderson asked if the fencing would be sitting on the concrete or anchored.
Mr. Susoreny replied that it would be sitting on the concrete and not anchored. President 
Anderson expressed concerns about that being a safety issue with all of the cars going 
through the lot. Mr. Jarvis stated that when Five Guys wanted outside seating, the 
Commission made them install bollards to protect the people from the cars; and referred 
to an accident where a car ran off of U.S. 41 into a Dairy Queen in St. John. Mr. 
Susoreny said that on the Jimmy John's site, they have metal fencing; and asked if that 
was something that the Commission would recommend they use as well. Mr. Jarvis 
replied that there should be bollards there to prevent a car driving into the chairs; and that 
they would need an entrancew'ay for emergencies. President Anderson stated he realized 
the need for the outside seating, but was also concerned about safety; and added that 
people could drive right through temporary' fencing. Mr. Jarvis suggested that the 
Petitioner look at what Five Guys did with decorative bollards that could still stop a car. 
Mr. Jarvis added that he didn’t have a problem as long as the bollards would be in place.

Mr. Thomas asked if their license was for just beer and wine. Mr. Susoreny replied that 
they have a three-way liquor license. Mr. Thomas asked if they had to go to the State 
with their change of seating plan. Mr. Susoreny replied that they have already contacted



the Excise Commission to see what is required to establish an outdoor seating area. Mr. 
Thomas asked if Excise would recommend the outside seating. Mr. Volkmann said that 
they will review it, and that their issue is access which should be from the inside. Mr. 
Volkmann added that they also require that it be fenced off with an exit gate. Mr. 
Susoreny stated that their recommendation is the height of the fencing and the size of the 
entrance into the patio area from the exterior of the building. Mr. Susoreny added that 
the entrance will be no more than five foot across into the patio area; and that the fencing 
must be 38" to 40’' high. Mr. Thomas asked for confirmation from Mr. Volkmann that 
this was something they had to be aware of when they are approving this to be in 
conjunction with the state. Mr. Volkmann replied that the Petitioners would need to get 
the approval from the State in order to serve alcohol and would have to comply with the 
State's regulations.

Mr. Volkmann said that President Anderson brought up a good point about no longer 
having a walkway; and suggested that they restructure the planter to enable being able to 
maintain a 4’ or 5' walkway for safety. Mr. Jarvis brought up the decorative fence that 
Five Guys installed which was a wrought iron fence attached to bollards. Mr. Volkmann 
added that the bollards are 6‘ on center and can be bolted down.

Mr. Jarvis stated that his understanding of this request is whether or not it is substantial 
change to the Overlay; and that we could make a motion to state it is a substantial change. 
Ms. Sulek stated that they can come back in front of the Plan Commission for a Primary 
Approval of an Amendment to the Development Plan; or, allow them to apply for a 
building permit. Mr. Thomas said he didn't have an issue with allowing for a building 
permit as long as you know what we are looking for. Mr. Volkmann suggested that they 
get approved and that the Plan Commission make a motion for a Public Meeting.

There being no further questions or comments, the meeting was adjourned at 6:28 P.M.


