
PLAN COMMISSION 
STUDY SESSION NOTES 
April 15, 2019

I. Call To Order

The Plan Commission Study Session was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by President Thomas 
Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville, IN.

Pledge of AllegianceA.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll CallB.

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: President Thomas Anderson, 
Vice-President William Jarvis, Secretary Gary Immig, Mr. David Jaroszewski, Mr. Drew 
Thomas, Mr. Dale Rudd, and Mr. Tom Kouros. Staff present: Town Manager Robert 
Volkmann, Director of Operations James Gorman, Planning Coordinator/Office Manager 
Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth Rico, Mr. Ronald Wiedeman 
from Robinson Engineering, and Councilmen Kevin Connelly and Dave DeJong. Also in 
attendance was the Director of Public Works Jeff Huet.

Commission BusinessII.

A. Burr Street Traffic & Drainage Report by Robinson Engineering

General Location: North of U.S. 30 to 73rd Ave.

Mr. Ronald Wiedeman from Robinson Engineering went over the study that they had 
been working on with the Town for about a year-and-a-half. Mr. Wiedeman stated that 
the Town asked them to do a traffic analysis on Burr St. as well as address drainage 
issues.

Mr. Wiedeman explained that they did traffic counts and an analysis of what the capacity 
of Burr St. would be twenty years from now. Mr. Wiedeman said that the study showed 
that between 12,000 and 14,000 vehicles would be using the stretch of road between U.S. 
30 at 73rd, and that the plan they propose will handle up to about 20,000 vehicles. Mr. 
Wiedeman stated that there is plenty of room for it to grow into the future and could 
easily provide access if some of the lots along the west side get developed; that the widen 
would already be there and the drainage would already be in place so they would just 
have to do the curb-cut into the intersection.

Mr. Wiedeman explained that the first phase of the project would go from U.S. 30 to 
about 350’ to 400‘ north of 78lh; and that the reason they stopped it there is that there is a 
high point at that location. Mr. Wiedeman said that the drainage for that area all goes 
south; and that as you go north of that point, everything goes in the other direction; 
making it a logical place to stop for this project. Mr. Wiedeman added that at U.S. 30, it 
will be widened to provide a single right-hand turn lane, a single through lane and a 
single left-hand lane to go southbound; and a dual lane going northbound up to the first 
driveway and then reduce back down to a single lane. From that point on, it will be a 
three-lane cross section basically up to 75th. Mr. Wiedeman said that there is a bike path 
designed for the east side; and that they have also already designed and planned for a 
future sidewalk on the west side which is not part of this project. Mr. Wiedeman said 
that if we get development on that west side, the sidewalk can be easily put in without 
having to get additional right-of-way. Mr. Wiedeman referred to his hand-outs showing 
the right-of-way that needs to be taken in order to build the project.

Mr. Wiedeman further stated that this will be a curbing cross section with a curbing 
gutter; and that a new oversized storm sewer has been put in that will provide detention in 
the storm sewer itself. Mr. Wiedeman said that the outlet points have stayed the same; 
and they have changed a particular outlet point that’s being maintained and added a



restrictor pipe that will restrict the flow so there will not be any more flow than what is 
seen today. Mr. Wiedeman also said that they have identified quite a few areas along the 
east side from 78'1' going to the north by drainage issues on low points; and that this will 
pick up the drainage and surface flow and bring it into the new storm sewer system to 
help drain those areas.

Mr. Wiedeman said as he mentioned the three-lane section will go all the way up to 75,h; 
and at 75th, there will be left-hand turn lanes as there is provided today. The bike path 
they are proposing along the east side will tie into the new sidewalk on 75th; then it will 
tie into the Erie Lackawanna Trail. Mr. Wiedeman said as you go north you come down 
to a two-lane cross section, and that there is no proposed development along that corridor 
due to wetlands and storage area along the west side, so there is no reason to widen 
through there. Mr. Wiedeman said that they are putting in some new gravel shoulders 
and redoing the drainage in that area and cleaning it up.

Mr. Wiedeman mentioned that as part of this project there is an existing low area in the 
northeast corner, and that they are proposing to widen it out slightly and use it as 
detention. Mr. Wiedeman added that currently everything drains to this pond now and 
then overflows into a cross-culvert that allows the water to go to the west and it will 
maintain the flow by putting in a restrictor manhole. Mr. Wiedeman said that the flow 
will be slightly decreased compared to what is going out there now. Mr. Wiedeman 
added that this project will end on the north and tie in at the Erie Lackawanna where the 
widening at 73rd terminates. The area will be resurfaced and re-striped and the profile 
will be slightly modified to raise it up and give it a little more flood protection. Mr. 
Wiedeman said that they have established additional right-of-way just for consistency 
and to have enough for future maintenance or in case an existing sanitary sewer for the 
needs attention out in that direction.

Mr. Volkmann asked if there would be any changes to the signalization at U.S. 30. Mr. 
Wiedeman said it would change the same; but that the signal heads would be realigned to 
the new lane configuration with the same timing that is going on now. Mr. Wiedeman 
added that they are maximizing the number of vehicles they can get through that by 
providing additional storage space. Mr. Volkmann explained that the reason this project 
is broken into segments is because we can qualify for up to $1,000,000 per year in grant 
money from the State. Mr. Volkmann added that we have been doing studies within our 
corridors so we can take advantage of the funding opportunities to help defray the cost to 
the community to do these type of improvements. Mr. Wiedeman said that we are trying 
to maximize the potential of community process funding.

President Anderson asked about the bike path on the east side. Mr. Wiedeman pointed 
out where it would go and said it would terminate at the Walgreens parking lot; and that 
they are currently doing a study south of Bun- that will also show one on the same side. 
They will have to go to the State to address crossing 30, but eventually they will be tied 
together. Mr. Volkmann said that some of the goals for the trail is so that our 
neighborhoods have connectivity for walkers.

Mr. Rudd asked if the Clarendale developer had to put money into escrow for the Bun- 
project. Mr. Volkmann said that they did and that their money will be used on this 
project. President Anderson said that it looked like we are taking up most of their 
landscaping. Mr. Wiedeman said that we are going right up to it, but that it would stay in 
place. President Anderson said he would hate to see them put it in and two years later 
have to take it out.

President Anderson opened the matter to the fioor. Mr. Joseph Grgic from 7508 
Foxwood asked if the signalization at 75th and Burr was part of the traffic study. Mr. 
Wiedeman replied that they looked at that location some time back when they were 
looking at the bike path study; but at this time, it is not warranted. Mr. Wiedeman added 
that if in the future it does need to be done, it will just be the traffic signal work and that 
they won’t have to go back and do any widening. Mr. Grgic then asked about the 
NICOR poles at the back of the curb. Mr. Wiedeman said that on the east side most are 
staying in place and will actually be in the parkway area. Mr. Wiedeman added that the 
gas and fiber on the west side will have to be moved. Mr. Wiedeman said that it is 
NIPSCO's call at this point and that the poles are relatively new.



Mr. Gerald Franklin from 7532 Foxwood Dr. asked how this will affect fences that are 
currently there and how much the road will come back to them. Mr. Wiedeman replied 
that they held the east edge of pavement of all of the roadway; and that all of the 
widening is on the west. Mr. Wiedeman added that in order to get some drainage and 
slopes to the driveways, they have to move closer about twenty feet; but he didn't know 
how close that would get to some of the fences. Mr. Franklin said that NIPSCO's 
underground power lines run almost right where the fences are at. and asked if they 
would be moved. Mr. Wiedeman said they would not be disturbed. Mr. Franklin asked 
for confirmation that they are staying a distance away from the fences and shouldn't 
disturb any of the fences in place. Mr. Wiedeman replied that currently none of the 
fences are being disturbed or removed as part of this project. Mr. Franklin asked if they 
are removed if they would be replaced. Mr. Wiedeman said that issue will be discussed 
at the negotiation process for the right-of-way. Mr. Wiedeman pointed out that they will 
have to relocate the sign at 7811' for the subdivision. Mr. Wiedeman also stated that if for 
some odd reason something does appear that it will be damaged, it will have to go 
through the appraisal process and will either be determined as damages to the property 
owner or will be made part of the project.

Mr. Tony Kazakevicius from 7529 Foxwood Dr. said he understands that the scope of the 
two projects is between Route 30 and 73rd, and asked if there would be any further 
connections north towards Colfax. Mr. Wiedeman replied that right now it was just to go 
to 73rd.

Mr. Jose' Rivera from 7502 Foxwood said that this is practically in his back yard, and 
asked if the bike path would go through his yard. Mr. Wiedeman replied that they will be 
getting some right-of-way and had Mr. Rivera look at the plan so Mr. Wiedeman could 
point out the existing right-of-way and the proposed right-of-way. Mr. Volkmann said 
that Mr. Rivera would be in the next phase. Mr. Wiedeman said that there is actually no 
right-of-way at all, and pointed out where a corner cut would be. Mr. Wiedeman further 
stated that it is the same from the last house going north on the east side; and that the 
right-of-way juts out 40’. and that they are not gathering any right-of-way. Mr.
Wiedeman did say however that going south in the areas where it is only 20' wide, they 
will be taking 20’ to make a 40’ wide corridor. Mr. Rivera asked if the trees on the 
corner would be removed. Mr. Wiedeman replied that some will be removed, but there 
are some that will be staying.

Mr. Ron Behmke from 7805 Burr asked about the sewer location. Mr. Wiedeman said 
that it would be right down the middle of the road. Mr. Behmke said right now all of the 
water comes out of Rolling Hills down 78,l, right past his house and fills the ditch and that 
there is a sink hole now. Mr. Wiedeman said that that area would all be getting re-done 
and that the water will be directed to a structure and then into the new storm sewer 
system; and that the pipes they are putting in are equivalent to 42’' round pipes. Mr. 
Behmke asked for confirmation that it will be adequate to take all of the water out of the 
subdivision because it floods every time it rains. Mr. Wiedeman said it will take all of 
the water. Mr. Behmke said he didn’t see how this would improve the situation; and that 
they could barely get out of their driveway right now, especially since they built the 
monstrosity across the street from them. Mr. Wiedeman said it will help because now 
there will be a place in the middle they can get to providing a little bit of refuge. Mr. 
Behmke asked how the bike path would affect their properties. Mr. Wiedeman said that 
it is designed to blend in with the new profile and the topography that's there.

Ms. Debra Reeves from 7775 Burr St. stated that she is the lady with the sign and the 
flood; and asked if they were going to build a bike path in front of all of that. Mr. 
Wiedeman said yes, there will be; but currently right now there is no drainage structures 
or anything adequately working to carry that water. Mr. Wiedeman further stated that we 
would be providing those structures in order to collect that water. Mr. Wiedeman stated 
that we will now be providing outlets for the water that currently isn’t there. Ms. Reeves 
asked if they would take care of her dead trees. Mr. Wiedeman replied that it is only 
what is within project limits. Mr. Volkmann said that the Town will be reaching out to 
anyone living around that area behind Walgreens down to where Foxwood starts because 
a lot of those old plots only have 20’ rights-of-way. Mr. Volkmann said they will be 
approaching them to purchase additional right-of-way for this project. Ms. Reeves said



they can buy the whole house; or she can become an entrepreneur and set up a hot dog 
stand to sell wienies to the bikers on the path. Mr. Volkmann said as the project 
develops, he will be reaching out to the home owners that will be affected; and will sit 
down and show how the project will impact them. Mr. Volkmann said they will have to 
get appraisals on all of the impacts, and that there will be offers for the additional right- 
of-way.

Mr. Joseph Harris stated he is the Commander of American Legion Post 45 and was 
checking to see where his driveway was in relation to the project. Mr. Wiedeman pointed 
it out and stated that they will reconstruct his driveway up to the proposed right-of-way 
line and tie it in. Mr. Harris asked where the yellow line would be. Mr. Wiedeman said 
it would be about 29’ off the edge of the drive. Mr. Wiedeman added that there is a 
drainage structure that will go in on the upstream side, a new cross forward at the low 
point, and that they will upgrade the 12” pipe to a 15” to collect water to cross the other 
way. Mr. Harris asked if they had a time frame. Mr. Wiedeman said the best he could 
say was that at the earliest next year. Mr. Wiedeman explained that they have to apply 
for a community crossing grant, and that the state doesn't do awards until October or 
November of this year; and that they still haven't begun any of the right-of-way 
acquisition process which all will dictate the time involved.

Mr. Gerald Franklin inquired about the ingress into the subdivision of Foxwood during 
this project and asked if any of the roads would be closed. Mr. Wiedeman said that they 
have already done the staging for it; and that there will be a period of time when TS'1' will 
be shut down. Mr. Wiedeman said they will have to come back to 75th and come in that 
way, but that they won't be able to get back out that way. Mr. Wiedeman said that 75lh 
will never be shut down. Mr. Franklin asked if they will be able to go north and south on 
Burr St. Mr. Wiedeman replied that when they do the first phase, at this point they are 
planning on shutting Burr St. down from the project limits about 400' north of 78th; and 
that there will be a detour route set up to go all the way around; and that they will be able 
to go north and get in to 78th but unable to get back out that way. To come back out they 
will have to either go to 75Ul or back down to 73rd and go around. Mr. Franklin asked for 
confirmation that there will always be more than one entrance in and out. Mr. Wiedeman 
replied yes.

Mr. Jose’ Rivera from 7502 Foxwood asked where the drainage would run to; and said 
that during a heavy rain where he is located at the bottom, the sump pumps run forever. 
Mr. Wiedeman said that all of this will have a brand new sewer that will run and come 
across and go into the pond. Mr. Wiedeman explained that when the water comes in 
there will be a larger area for it to spread out; and that it will go out the same way as 
before, but will be held by a restrictor structure. Mr. Rivera asked if that would be on the 
east side of Burr St. or the west. Mr. Wiedeman replied that the storm sewer is on the 
west side. Mr. Wiedeman pointed out that every 300' to 400’ there is a drainage structure 
and that they have actually pitched the swales and ditches so they will come back to those 
structures and carry the water into the new system. Mr. Wiedeman said that the area 
between the fence the roadway there now will be brought into the new system.

There being no further comments from the floor, the matter was returned to the Board.
Mr. Jarvis confirmed with Mr. Wiedeman that Robinson did a traffic study on Burr; and 
asked what the traffic count was going north and south on an average. Mr. Wiedeman 
said he didn't have the breakdown going north or south, but that he knew there was about 
12.000 to 14,000 vehicles being projected in twenty years from today. Mr. Wiedeman 
guessed that today it is probably in the 10,000 to 11,000 range now. Mr. Jarvis said that 
what he is actually saying is that this structure will accommodate the traffic twenty years 
down the road. Mr. Wiedeman said that it will actually accommodate up to 20,000 
vehicles; and that once you get to the 20,000 threshold, that’s when you have to jump to a 
four or five lane cross section. Mr. Jarvis asked when it drops to a two lane, what the 
count was in that area. Mr. Wiedeman said they didn’t break it off at 75lh, and that they 
actually ran counts at the northern or heaviest end and used that for the study. Mr. 
Volkmann stated as a point of clarification that the reason there is only a two-lane in that 
area is that once you get past 75th, there are no driveways so that a three-lane isn't 
needed. Mr. Wiedeman pointed out that there is also the wetland area on the west side 
that will not be developed and therefore no traffic generator that would require more than 
two lanes.



President Anderson stated that both projects are dependent upon community crossing 
grants that won't be awarded until the fall at the earliest. Mr. Volkmann said that we will 
put this application in in July but that it probably won't be until the 2020 budget year; 
and that the second phase will be the following year. Mr. Volkmann mentioned that at 
next month's Study Session, we will be going over the area from Burr Street south of 
Route 30 using the results of the corridor study which is where they got the traffic counts. 
Mr. Volkmann said that last year we had a presentation on the corridor study and then 
worked on the design for these two phases. Mr. Volkmann further stated that the month 
after that, we will be doing a corridor study on 77th from Route 41 all the way to Cline; 
and a corridor study on 91st from Clark to Colfax. Mr. Wiedeman added that the last one 
is a joint venture with Merrillville.

Mr. Rudd asked if they would be remodeling the fire station over there. Mr. Volkmann 
replied that they are working on the civil work, and that it would be in front of the B.Z.A. 
in May due to variances required for the project; and that they will also have to do a 1- 
Lot Subdivision as the lot was never plotted back in 1980. President Anderson thought it 
was done when they took the trees out and tried to figure out where the property lines 
were. Mr. Volkmann said they did have a survey and that they are working with 
architects on the design for a new phase for the fire station. Mr. Volkmann added that 
there is a lot going on with this small parcel for a fire station; and that the garage has to 
be pretty large to accommodate the new longer trucks. Mr. Volkmann said that the 
existing bays are too short right now. Mr. Volkmann explained that they will build new 
service bays and that the existing bays will be turned into office space and residential 
space.

III. Adjournment

There being no further questions or comments, the meeting was adjourned at 6:37 P.M.


