
MINUTES OF THE PLAN 
COMMISSION PUBLIC MEETING 
June 3,2019

CALL TO ORDERI.

The Plan Commission Public Meeting was called to order by President Thomas Anderson at 
6:00 P.M. at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St, Schererville, IN.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: President Thomas Anderson, 
Vice-President William Jarvis, Secretary Gary Immig, Mr. David Jaroszewski, and Mr. 
Drew Thomas. Absent were Mr. Dale Rudd and Mr. Tom Kouros. Staff present: Town 
Manager Robert Volkmann, Director of Operations James Gorman, Planning 
Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary Nonna Hollingsworth 
Rico, Town Attorney Alfredo Estrada, Town Engineer Jason Douthett, and Councilman 
Dave DeJong.

C. Approval of Plan Commission Public Meeting Minutes of May 6, 2019

Mr. Drew Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. David 
Jaroszewski and carried 5-0.

II. PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. P.C. Case #19-6-7 THREE ROSES ADDITION

General Location: 7221 & 7217 Fawn Valley Dr.
Fawn Valley Subdivision, Lots 8 & 9

Petitioner(s): David & Hollie Eenigenburg

Request: Primary Approval of a 1-Lot (R-l) Residential Subdivision W/Waiver of 
Storm Water Drainage Control Ordinance No. 1708/1708A, Title III, 
Section 2 - Regarding stonn water detention - requesting no detention

After confirming with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were in order; 
President Anderson read a letter from Robinson Engineering stating that they reviewed 
the Primary Plat dated May 17, 2019, and found it to be in substantial compliance with 
the ordinances of the Town.

Mr. Doug Rettig from D.V.G. represented the Petitioners. Mr. Rettig stated that the 
petitioners want to combine the two lots they currently own in Fawn Valley. Mr. Rettig 
explained that their existing home is on Lot 8; and that they want to combine both lots 
into a 1-Lot Subdivision to allow them to build an in-ground pool on Lot 9. Mr. Rettig 
explained that the Ordinance states that you cannot build a pool without a primary 
structure on the property. Mr. Rettig added that because of the location where they want 
to build the pool, it is recommended that they combine the two lots to enable them to do 
so because of the primary structure on Lot 8. Mr. Rettig explained that this is just a 
formality to combine the two lots into one for the purpose of the pool. Mr. Rettig added 
that they are not changing drainage; they are not adding any significant amount of 
impervious area; and that there is a large drainage easement on their property which is a 
very large parcel consisting of 3.6 acres.

Mr. Rettig stated that the drainage was accounted for when they did the Subdivision of 
Fawn Valley for which he did the work. Mr. Rettig explained that they are asking for the 
waiver of storm-water detention primarily because the Ordinance states that you have to 
address storm-water detention for every subdivision. Mr. Rettig reiterated that the storm
water detention was already provided when they did the subdivision for Fawn Valley; 
and that they are not changing anything to do with that. Mr. Rettig said they are building 
a pool in the general location where they could be building another house. Mr. Rettig



added that they are here tonight because they are building a pool on what is now an 
empty lot without a primary structure.

Mr. Rettig stated that they sent out sixty-three certified letters due to the number of 
adjoining neighbors, and that he knew there was a lot of interest. Mr. Rettig stated that 
they are building a pool surrounded by some trees on Lot 9 instead of what could be a 
house. Mr. Rettig said they are not adding any driveways, but will be adding a small pool 
house. President Anderson asked if the pool would be fenced or if they would be 
installing an automatic cover. Mr. Rettig replied that it would be an automatic cover. 
President Anderson stated that was his main concern as to how the pool would be secure.

President Anderson opened the matter to the floor. Mr. Andres Rivero from 7224 Bell St. 
stated he was adjacent to the property; and that he didn’t have a problem with the pool or 
the lot combinations, but that the drainage did concern him. Mr. Rivero stated that 
building in Fawn Valley has caused an increased amount of water in his backyard. Mr. 
Rivero added that he had to install a French drain to accommodate some of that water; 
and that a waiver of that particular ordinance concerns him. Mr. Rivero said that he was 
hoping to get an explanation of what that entails and how that might impact the Bell St. 
lots adjacent to it. Mr. Rettig pointed out that the pool wasn’t going anywhere near the 
property line. Mr. Rivero asked why they needed the waiver from the storm-water 
easement. Mr. Rettig explained that the ordinance states that when you create a 
subdivision, you have to address or provide storm-water detention. Mr. Rettig further 
explained that when they did the Fawn Valley Subdivision, they did that; and that the 
detention for all of the subdivision is taken care of for Fawn Valley. Mr. Rettig added 
that they are simply combining two lots and that they are not adding anything new. Mr. 
Rettig said they are asking for the waiver because the storm-water detention has already 
been taken care of. Mr. Rivero asked that if the stonn-water detention was already taken 
care of, why a waiver was needed. Mr. Rettig explained that because they are creating a 
new subdivision by combining the two lots, and that the ordinance says they have to 
provide storm-water detention. Mr. Rettig further explained that the detention is already 
done. Mr. Rivero then asked where the storm water did go and stated that he wanted to 
keep it from going to Bell St. Mr. Rettig pointed out the high spot on the plan and where 
the drainage easement where the water drained ultimately to the west. Mr. Rivero stated 
for the record that the First easement to the south is pointed away from Bell St. and that 
the one to the north is towards Bell St. on the northeast side. Mr. Rivero asked for the 
location of the pool on the two lots that are being combined. Mr. Rettig pointed out the 
pool location on what is currently Lot 9. Mr. Rivero said they are not really requesting a 
waiver, but are taking advantage of an easement that is already there. Mr. Rivero said it 
really doesn’t change the water or drainage. Mr. Rivero asked if the Board agreed that 
they should not see more water on Bell St. President Anderson said that was correct, and 
that the Town Engineer has also looked at the project drawings and calculations and has 
agreed that it will not have an adverse effect. Mr. Rettig pointed out that both of the 
areas are considerably lower than Bell St., and showed him where the water would flow. 
Mr. Rivero stated that he was satisfied and thanked Mr. Rettig.

Mr. Keith Krikau from 7236 Bell St. stated that he is directly behind the subject property. 
Mr. Krikau said that he has lived there since 2011, and that he has been a mechanical 
engineer for almost twenty-five years. Mr. Krikau stated that he has designed, modified, 
and maintained storage systems in all sorts of industrial facilities. Mr. Krikau explained 
that when this house was constructed in 2015, his yard began to flood and that there was 
a berm that was built at the back of this property, and that he didn’t see the berm on any 
elevation on any of these plans. Mr. Krikau said that the Autumn Creek Subdivision was 
platted in 2004, and Fawn Valley in 2007. Mr. Krikau said there was no way that the 
Autumn Creek platters could have planned for all of the water from Fawn Valley that 
currently drains onto his property, as it simply didn’t exist at the time. Mr. Krikau said 
that he also has installed mechanical drainage at a cost of almost $2,000 to get part of his 
yard back which floods continually in the rain. Mr. Krikau added that his yard still floods 
at times, especially given the heavy rains we have experienced recently; and that 
sometimes, he has to pump the standing water into the street. Mr. Krikau stated that his 
wife is an avid gardener and that the excess water has caused damage to her plants. Mr. 
Krikau said that any approval should be contingent on complying with the rest of the 
Ordinance 1708 and 1708A that requires the water to leave the back of the property 
towards the street and not drain on neighboring properties.

Ms. Carrie Ryan from 7213 Fawn Valley stated that they definitely want the families to 
be able to do what they wish with their property, but that they have a couple of questions. 
Ms. Ryan said she wanted a better understanding of the necessity of creating another 
subdivision inside of their subdivision, and what it would allow. Ms. Ryan questioned if



there was not the ability to change some of the covenants within the current subdivision 
to allow them to do what they desire. President Anderson replied that is not a covenant 
issue, but has to do with the Ordinance in Schererville. President Anderson said that in 
Schererville, you cannot have a pool on a lot without a primary structure which would be 
a house. President Anderson said that because the Petitioners own both lots, they want to 
combine it into one so there is a house on it which will allow them to have the pool. 
President Anderson reiterated that it is not in the covenants of Fawn valley, but the 
Town’s ordinance that requires that. Ms. Ryan said that makes sense, but asked if they 
would be able to create any of their own covenants that would over-rule any of the Fawn 
Valley covenants, such as changing the fabrication of the accessory building. President 
Anderson deferred to counsel. Attorney Estrada stated that she was confusing their 
H.O.A. Covenants and By-Laws with the Town Ordinance. Attorney Estrada said that 
the Petitioners are combining two lots that are in Fawn Valley Subdivision in order to 
comply with the Town’s Ordinance. Attorney Estrada further stated that they are not 
going to create a new subdivision and adopt new covenants. Mr. Rettig interjected that 
for the record, they intend to follow the same covenants for Fawn Valley. President 
Anderson stated that they are still part of Fawn Valley and will remain part of Fawn 
Valley but they are re-subdividing. President Anderson said it is confusing, but they will 
just be combining two lots into one. Ms. Ryan said they just wanted that to be part of the 
record, and asked if there was anything that prohibits them from eventually creating their 
own covenants. Attorney Estrada said that he has not reviewed their covenants, but that 
it is something governed by the home owners. President Anderson asked if she was 
asking if they could put another house on the lot. Attorney Estrada said that he believed 
she was asking if they could create David and Hoi lie Eenigenburg Covenants for Lots 8 
and 9; and replied generally no. Attorney Estrada stated that the lots they purchased are 
governed by the covenants of Fawn Valley. Attorney Estrada added that he could not 
give a definite answer because he has not reviewed the covenants and by-laws of the 
H.O.A. Mr. Rettig reiterated that their intention is to follow the same covenants.

Mr. Carlos Banitez from 7317 Trails End Ave. stated that he saw a lot of markings 
coming across over to their properties for underground electrical, gas, etc., and 
questioned whether there would be any additional drainage sent over their way. Mr. 
Banitez said he is over on the northwest side by Lot 16 and across the street and just 
west. Mr. Banitez said that they live on the periphery of the wetlands and that the water 
comes towards them to get to the wetland and that they saw the markings on some of 
their neighbors’ properties and on theirs as well. Mr. Rettig stated that the markings are 
unrelated to what they are doing; and that all of the activity will be right near the 
Petitioners’. Mr. Rettig said he had no idea what those markings were there for; and that 
they wouldn’t be doing anything on the west side of Fawn Valley.

Mr. Christopher Cook from 7130 Bell St. stated that he lives behind the Fawn Valley 
Subdivision, and that they currently have drainage problems in their backyard which 
floods all of the time. Mr. Cook said that their neighbors right behind them put in an in- 
ground pool; and that since then, their water has doubled. Mr. Cook said he wanted to 
make sure that with this installation, they would not get any more water than they have 
today. Mr. Cook said he is all for everybody being able to have a pool and that he didn’t 
want to go against that, but that he was heavily concerned about getting even more water 
Mr. than what he is dealing with now. Mr. Rettig said that he is several lots away and 
that they aren't doing anything near him. Mr. Rettig pointed out the wetland that absorbs 
a lot of water and said the easement is staying as is. Mr. Rettig said that with Mr. Cook 
being on Lot 15, he is beyond the scope of this work; and pointed out where the pool was 
going.

Mr. Cook asked if there were any plans to remediate the issue they are having in Autumn 
Creek at the back of Bell St. because of Fawn Valley. Mr. Volkmann stated that this is 
not part of this petition. President Anderson said that the elevation numbers show they 
are equal or lower than most of Bell St. Mr. Cook stated that they have a significant 
slope in their backyard from the neighbors behind them and that it drops down 5' or 6’. 
President Anderson said according to the elevation numbers, there is not that significant 
of a drop unless someone has changed their elevation. Mr. Volkmann said that most of 
the drainage issues there are all together; and that it isn’t like one subdivision changed the 
topo of the ground from one side to the other. Mr. Volkmann added that all of the areas 
that are in the wetlands typically have water in them at certain times; and that with the 
rains we've experienced this spring, it probably exacerbated all of those issues. Mr. 
Volkmann said that one subdivision isn't higher than the other, so all of the rains are 
going through this whole area, regardless of the subdivision you are in. Mr. Cook said 
that the lot behind him is definitely higher than his. Mr. Volkmann reiterated that the 
topo has not been altered within this whole area; and that the drainage system for both



subdivisions has to work together, and that they are sharing the same problem. Mr. Cook 
said he would definitely like his drainage to be looked at. Mr. Volkmann said that this 
project will not change any of the drainage at all. Mr. Rettig pointed out the berm to Mr. 
Cook who said that all of that drainage runs into his yard. Mr. Rettig pointed out the 
contour lines; and Mr. Cook said that he would respectfully disagree with him, and that 
he can show him video of the water running into his yard which isn't far from his fence 
line. Mr. Rettig also pointed out the drainage channels which are supported by the 
contour lines.

Ms. Jennafer Ocenas from 7151 Fawn Valley, Lot 13, said that she wants to understand 
about the wetland on Lot 9, because it backs up to her back yard and that she had water in 
her basement this past spring. Mr. Rettig pointed out where the Petitioner was going to 
build their pool, and stated that they were not changing anything back in the wetland and 
large drainage easement. Ms. Ocenas said it doesn’t really drain. Mr. Rettig replied that 
was correct because it is a wetland, and pointed out other wetlands in the area. Mr. Rettig 
said that the water naturally goes to those wetlands. Ms. Ocenas asked if they would see 
an increase in water where the pool is located and in the wetland behind Lots 12 and 13. 
Mr. Rettig said that in his opinion, no. Mr. Rettig explained that this project is a very 
small disturbance; and that the subdivision would allow them to build an entire house and 
driveway. Mr. Rettig said this is a much smaller impact that what could be going in 
there.

Ms. Vicki Thomas from 7225 Fawn Valley, Lot 7. said they have no complaints; and that 
they too have wetlands in their backyard. Ms. Thomas said that they trust their neighbors 
to try to do the right thing; but wanted to know who is responsible if they should get more 
water. President Anderson stated that the water on that parcel runs north, and that her lot 
is to the southwest. President Anderson said that the elevations go down as you go up to 
the northeast. A neighbor showed where her house was located and said that it was 
always flooded back there. Ms. Thomas said that it is a wetland and is supposed to be 
wet, but the more houses that are built, the more water the wetland gets. Mr. Rettig 
reiterated that they could be building a house, but that all they are building is a small pool 
building and pool. Ms. Thomas said that if the Commission is satisfied that they are 
doing the right thing, she would be satisfied with that. President Anderson said that the 
Town Engineer and the Petitioner’s engineer both agreed that the drainage easements that 
are there are enough to cover the size of the pool. President Anderson added that once 
they combine the lots, they will not be able to put a house on the second lot.

Attorney Estrada said as a point of order, that Ms. Thomas approached Staff prior to the 
meeting and had questions concerning her getting noticed; and added that it was mailed 
to a prior address. There being no further questions or comments from the floor, the 
matter was returned to the Board.

President Anderson stated that on this lot there is drainage to both the north and the south 
into two wetlands; and that their lot elevation is at 657 and the wetlands are both at 650. 
Mr. Rettig said that was correct; and added that there is a culvert in the drainage 
easement that kind of equalizes the two wetlands and runs underneath their driveway and 
is at the back of Lot 10. Mr. Rettig added that the culvert is how those two wetlands are 
connected but that there are drains to the north and to the south that take that water to the 
other wetlands farther west. Mr. Rettig said that between Lot 12 and 13 there is a rear 
yard drain at 49 V2 with a jet flow at 650 and was put just outside of the wetlands to take 
the wetland overflow and that it carries the water to the subdivision detention area. 
President Anderson confirmed that there were rear yard drains between Lots 10 and 11 
and between Lots 12 and 13. Mr. Rettig said they were put there to drain those areas and 
that if there is a huge storm, they drain slowly and that the pipe is there to drain the water 
into the wetlands. President Anderson pointed out another drain in Autumn Creek Lot 
11. Mr. Rettig said that is actually in Fawn Valley.

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve P.C. Case #19-6-7 pursuant to all State, Federal, and 
Local Regulations. This was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 5-0. Mr. Jarvis made 
another motion to move Secondary Approval to Staff Level. This was seconded by Mr. 
Jaroszewski and carried 5-0.

B. P.C. Case #19-6-8 CULVER’S OF SCHERERVILLE

General Location: 980 W. Lincoln Hwy
Fountain park Resubdivsion of Lot 8, Lot 1

Petitioner(s): Scher Re 980, L.L.C. - Mike Wondaal



Request: Primary Approval of a U.S. 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District 
Development Plan

Attorney John Terpstra from 322 Indianapolis Blvd. represented the Petitioner Mr. Mike 
Wondaal. Mr. Fred Terpstra, who is a co-owner, was in attendance. Attorney Teipstra 
stated they were here seeking Primary Approval for their additional signage on the east 
side of the primary structure located on the lot; and the reconstruction of the monument 
sign along Route 30 which would include an electronic-colored scrolling marquee. 
Attorney Terpstra stated that this is being presented this evening without deviation from 
what was presented at the May 20 Study Session.

President Anderson opened the matter to the floor. There being no questions or 
comments, it was returned to the Board. President Anderson confirmed that they are 
changing the sign over the entrance, and that they are not changing the size of the 
monument sign, only the mechanicals.

Mr. Drew Thomas made a motion to approve P.C. Case #19-6-8 pursuant to all Federal, 
State, and Local Regulations, and that all fees are current with the Town of Schererville. 
This was seconded by Mr. Dave Jaroszewski and carried 5-0. Mr. Jarvis made a motion 
to move the Secondary Approval to staff level. This was seconded by Mr. Jaroszewski 
and carried 5-0.

III. COMMISSION BUSINESS

A. Findings of Facts:

1) P.C. Case #13-9-19 Boulevard Square
U.S. 41 Commercial Corridor Overlay District Development Plan Review 
and determination if proposed change to the exterior of the facade constitutes a 
substantial change to the approved U.S. 41 Commercial Corridor Overlay District 

REVISION APPROVED AND NOT CONSIDERED TO BE A 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE TO THE APPROVED U.S. 41 COMMERCIAL 
CORRIDOR OVERLAY DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT PLAN APPROVED 
W/CONDITIONS (6-1) 5/6/2019

Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. hnmig and 
canned 5-0.

2) P.C. Case #18-7-14 Southland Subdivision (Proposed: Crossroads Storage)
12-Month Extension of Secondary Approval granted on September 10, 2018, for 
a 2-Lot (G.I.) General Industrial Subdivision and U.S. 41 Commercial Corridor 
Overlay District Development Plan W/Waiver of the Subdivision Control 
Ordinance No. 1095, Title VI - Improvements, Section 4: Storm Drainage - Site 
will maintain existing conditions, and Waiver of the Storm Drainage Control 
Ordinance No. 1708 & 1708A - Site will maintain existing conditions and 
detention will not be created; Section 3, Paragraph J, Right-of-Way (Requesting 
50 foot Rights-of-way APPROVED W/CONTINGENCIES (7-0) 5/6/2019

Mr. Jaroszewski made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Thomas 
and carried 5-0.

3) P.C. Case #19-5-5 Hall’s First Addition
Primary Approval of a 3-Lot (R-l) Residential Subdivision W/Waiver of Stonn 
Water Drainage Control Ordinance No. 1708/1708A, Title III, Section 2 - 
Regarding storm water detention - requesting no detention

APPROVED W/CONTINGENCIES (7-0) 5/6/2019

Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Immig and 
carried 5-0.

4) P.C. Case #19-5-6 Deer Crossing
Primary Approval ofa 1-Lot (R-l) Residential Subdivision W/Waiver of Storm 
Water Drainage Control Ordinance No. 1708/1708A, Title III, Section 2 - 
Regarding storm water detention - requesting no detention

APPROVED W/CONTINGENCIES (7-0) 5/6/2019



Mr. Jaroszewski made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Thomas 
and carried 5-0.

Attorney Estrada stated that the record should reflect Ordinance No.
1708/1708A, not 708/1708A as shown on the Agenda for P.C. Case #19-5-6.
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to correct the Ordinance number to 1708/1708A in the 
Findings of Facts which was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 5-0.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:

Gary Immi^Seefetary


