
PLAN COMMISSION 
STUDY SESSION NOTES 
August 5, 2019

I. Call To Order

The Plan Commission Study Session was called to order at 6:48 P.M. by President Tom 
Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

President Anderson stated that the Pledge of Allegiance was already recited at the Plan 
Commission Meeting.

B. Roll Call

President Anderson stated that the Roll Call would stand from the Plan Commission 
Meeting.

II. Commission Business

A. Community Neuroscience & Sports Medicine

General Location: 1545 U.S. 30
Paragon Addition

Petitioner(s): Munster Medical Research Foundation, Inc. - David Otte

Request: Rezone from (R-l) Residential and (C-3) Highway Commercial to all (C-3) 
Highway Commercial, Resubdivsion, and review of the modifications to the 
Approved U.S. 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District Development Plan

Mr. Don Torrenga from Torrenga Engineering represented the Petitioners. Mr. Torrenga 
explained that they did not do the original engineering, but that the Petitioners have asked 
him to represent them regarding this. Mr. Torrenga stated that there were originally 
eighty parking spaces that were approved; and that since the building was constructed, 
the property immediately to the south came up for a tax sale. Mr. Torrenga stated that 
Community Foundation was the successful bidder; and that Torrenga has done a site plan 
modification from the original eighty parking spaces to one-hundred-ten parking spaces. 
Mr. Torrenga further stated that this will require a rezone from (R-l) to (C-3); and that he 
is asking permission to advertise for the next meeting for the re-zone and for the 
modification to the parking lot.

President Anderson said that this was the design when it originally came before them, but 
there were issues obtaining the lot; and that this was what they envisioned all along. Mr. 
Jarvis asked if there was any landscaping at the edge of the property. Mr. Volkmann 
replied that they have landscaping on all four sides; and that it will have to be plotted and 
that there would be 1-lot subdivision modifications. Mr. Jarvis said that the main thing is 
to make sure the south side parking has some type of landscaping. Mr. Volkmann said 
that the south side driveway goes back into the Township Center; and added that they did 
a nice job on this. President Anderson said that we have been expecting this and that he 
doesn't see a problem with advertising being done.

B. Elzinga Manor

General Location: North of Deer Creek Dr., West of Teibel Preserve

Petitioner(s): Daniel Elzinga

Request: 1-Lot (O.L.) Open Land Subdivision W/Developmental Variances

The Petitioners did not appear.



C. Caleb's Addition to Schererville

General Location: 113 W. Joliet St.

Petitioner(s): Caleb Johnson

Request: Rezone from (R-2) Residential to (C-2) Community Commercial,
1-Lot (C-2) Community Commercial Subdivision W/Waiver of Storm 
Drainage Control Ordinance No. 1708/1708A; and Joliet Street Overlay 
District development Plan Review

Mr. Caleb Johnson stated that he is here tonight for a single lot subdivision and a re
zoning, and a sign application. Mr. Johnson explained that this is an existing structure at 
113 W. Joliet St., and is currently being used as a duplex with an upstairs and downstairs 
residential rental. Mr. Johnson further stated that his intention was to convert the 
downstairs into his law offices and to leave the upstairs as a residential rental. Mr. 
Johnson added that the structure will not change in any significant way other than 
removing the laundry facilities and removing the kitchen stove and other non-essential 
items to allow for more space and to convert it over to his use. Mr. Johnson provided 
drawings for the inside and drawings for intended parking. Mr. Johnson said that the 
exterior of the home is already updated with new siding, a new porch, and new windows.

Mr. Johnson said he intends to move the southernmost garage and convert it into 
additional parking and a drive-thru driveway to provide the ability to drive out forward 
onto Anna St. Mr. Johnson stated that his intention is to pave the entire area from east of 
the garage to the sidewalk area; but not at this time. Mr. Johnson added that parking is 
his main concern at this point.

Mr. Jarvis asked if the blacktop would have to be done for occupancy. Mr. Volkmann 
replied that it is up to the Board and the Development Plan; and that the Board can set a 
time-line if they choose. Mr. Jarvis said he didn't have a problem with that. Mr. 
Volkmann said they have done a nice job on the outside. Mr. Volkmann stated they 
would have to come in for a couple of waivers for the replot of a 1-Lot Subdivision with 
waivers of the storm water control; and that they may want to put a time-line on the 
paving. Mr. Volkmann added that there is gravel back there now. Mr. Volkmann further 
stated that everything he has done has greatly improved this property.

President Anderson said he didn't have any issues using that for parking. Mr.
Jaroszewski asked if they had enough parking. Mr. Volkmann asked how many 
employees he had. Mr. Johnson replied that it was just his paralegal and himself, and that 
he only has three rooms, so at most, it would end up being about four people. Mr. 
Volkmann pointed out that there is on-street parking on Joliet. Mr. Johnson added that 
there is also on-street parking on Anna, and that he also has a two-car garage. Mr. 
Johnson explained that without taking down the garage there is enough space for four 
cars to fit in there safely and comfortably; and that by taking down the garage, he would 
gain about four more.

Mr. Jaroszewski asked about the location of the sign. Mr. Johnson replied that he didn’t 
have a sign design planned; but that his intention is to match the existing retaining wall 
that is along the sidewalk, using three or four rows of that same block to give himself a 
little landscaping and a 3’ x 4’ sign with landscape illumination. President Anderson said 
that it sounds like what they have in mind for the downtown area. Mr. Johnson said that 
he would get his applications in.

III. Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:02 P.M.


