
PLAN COMMISSION 
STUDY SESSION NOTES 
October 21, 2019

I. Call to Order

The Plan Commission Study Session was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by President Thomas 
Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: President Thomas Anderson, 
Vice-President William Jarvis, Mr. Drew Thomas, Mr. Dale Rudd, and Mr. Tom Kouros. 
Staff present: Director of Operations James Gorman, Planning Coordinator/Office 
Manager Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary' Norma Hollingsworth Rico, and Town 
Engineer Robert Csanyi. Absent were Town Manager Robert Volkmann, Secretary Gary 
Immig, Mr. David Jaroszewski, and Attorney Alfredo Estrada.

II. Commission Business

A. Safranek Addition

General Location: 555 Kathleen Dr. - Country Hills Estates, Unit 5, Lots 157 & 158

Petitioner(s): Joseph & Tracy Safranek

Request: 1-Lot (R-2) Residential Subdivision

Mr. Doug Rettig with D.V.G. represented the Petitioner Mr. Joseph Safranek who was 
also in attendance. Mr. Rettig stated that the Safraneks desire to build a detached garage 
as shown on the Primary Plat. Mr. Rettig stated that the Safraneks own two Lots 157 and 
158 in Country Hills Estates. Mr. Rettig added that because of the large easement in the 
back for a detention area and because of the flood plain, the location where they have to 
build the garage is over the lot line on the two lots. Mr. Rettig said because of that they 
have to turn two lots into one lot; and that they will request a variance for the size of the 
building and that they will be back next Monday in front of the B.Z.A. Mr. Rettig stated 
that tonight is just the Study Session, and that they will have a Public Hearing in two 
weeks to combine the two lots which will be called Lot 1 of Safranek Manor.

President Anderson asked if the lot was 1.7 acres. Mr. Rettig replied altogether yes, and 
that they have a lot of property there. Mr. Rettig clarified that a lot of their property was 
easement and flood plain.

Mr. Thomas said that he noticed a sidewalk that was only 10’ past and recommended that 
they continue the sidewalk. Mr. Rettig explained that when the home was built in 1958, 
the sidewalk was put in with the home; and is the way it was when the Safraneks 
purchased the home. Mr. Rettig added that Lot 157 has always been vacant, and that Mr. 
Safranek bought that lot separately. Mr. Rettig further stated that it has never been built 
on; hence, the sidewalk never went in. President Anderson said the builder doesn't put 
the sidewalk in until the house is built.

Mr. Safranek stated that when the Town was replacing the sidewalks, Mrs. Safranek 
called to see what the options were for the trees as far as cutting down or just trimming 
the limbs. Mr. Safranek said that at that time Mrs. Safranek inquired about the sidewalk 
going all the way to the creek because the neighbor across the street has a lot with 
nothing on it, and a sidewalk that goes all the way across. Mr. Safranek added that Mrs. 
Safranek was told by someone at the village to let them know when the garage was built 
and that the Town would put the sidewalk in. Mr. Rettig stated that is not usually how it 
works; and if it needs to happen. Mr. Safranek will make it happen. Mr. Safranek agreed 
and said they want the neighborhood to look right. President Anderson said it runs right 
up to the bridge; and that the reason they didn't put the sidewalk in was because there 
was no house. Mr. Rettig said that the reason that there is no house there is due to having 
very little buildable area because of the flood plain and so forth. Mr. Rettig said that the



lot is ideal for what the Safraneks want to do. President Anderson asked Mr. Csanyi if he 
had any concerns. Mr. Csanyi replied that he had nothing at this point and time other 
than he felt a sidewalk would be beneficial for everybody.

Mr. Jarvis asked for confirmation that the building is crooked because of the wetlands. 
Mr. Rettig said it was due to the flood plain; and that they purposely put it just outside of 
the flood plain and that they would still be two feet above the base point elevation. Mr. 
Jarvis asked if the back comer is 2.37. Mr. Rettig said there is a very large easement and 
that Mr. Safranek just informed him that they are going to move the building about 25’ to 
the north. Mr. Jarvis asked what size garage door would be used. Mr. Safranek replied 
that it would be an 8’ x 12' single door. Mr. Jarvis asked Ms. Sulek if 8' was the max. 
Ms. Sulek replied 9' was the maximum. Mr. Jarvis asked if he would need a variance for 
that. Mr. Safranek verified that the width is 12' and the height is only 8’. Mr. Rettig 
stated that the only variance they are seeking is for the size; which just got a little smaller 
because it fits the yard better. Mr. Rettig said they have decided to go with a 20’ x 30' 
garage, and that they had just changed their plan over the weekend. Ms. Sulek confirmed 
that they would have the correct site plan before the meeting with the correct size and the 
sidewalk.

Mr. Jarvis asked about the driveway. Mr. Safranek said it would be blacktop. Mr. 
Safranek asked what time-frame the Commission would allow for him to get the sidewalk 
in; and asked if he could get a two-year leeway for the sidewalk. Mr. Safranek explained 
that he still has a few more trees to take down and that they are trying to level that area. 
President Anderson asked Ms. Sulek what the usual was. Ms. Sulek replied that the 
driveway would have to be done in order to close out the garage permit. Mr. Safranek 
said that as soon as the garage is done, he will have the guy come out to do the driveway. 
Mr. Rettig said that in order to get occupancy, the sidewalks will have to be done. Mr. 
Jarvis said the only situation where they allow extra time is for the weather; and that if 
the blacktop and concrete plants are closed, naturally, they cannot get the driveway done. 
Mr. Jarvis said he didn’t think a year would be unreasonable. President Anderson added 
that one year would be good. Mr. Rettig said that the proposed construction starts next 
spring. Mr. Safranek said that if he could get one year from when the garage is done, it 
would be greatly appreciated. Mr. Rettig explained that it was not what the Commission 
was saying. Mr. Safranek asked if it would be the end of the calendar year for 2020. Mr. 
Jarvis said he would propose that we see how it goes.

Mr. Calinski asked if there would be a culvert proposed for underneath the driveway.
Mr. Rettig replied that it was not needed. There being no further questions, President 
Anderson told the Petitioner that they would see him at the B.Z.A. next week. Mr. Rettig 
added that they would also be back in a couple of weeks for a Public Hearing and 
thanked the Board.

III. Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:08 P.M.


