
MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
MEETING October 28, 2019

CALL TO ORDERI.

The Board of Zoning Appeals meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman Tom 
Kouros at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Chainnan Tom Kouros, Mr. 
Andrew Hansen, and Mr. William Jarvis. Staff present: Director of Operations James 
Gorman, Planning Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary 
Norma Hollingsworth Rico, Attorney Alfredo Estrada, and Councilman Dave DeJong. 
Absent were Town Manager Robert Volkmann, Vice-Chairman Frank Camilli, and 
Secretary Rick Calinski.

C. Approve Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of September 23, 2019

Mr. William Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Andrew 
Hansen and carried 3-0.

II. PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. B.Z.A. Case #19-10-30 555 Kathleen Dr. (Proposed: Safranek Manor)

General Location: 555 Kathleen Dr. - Country Hills Estates, Unit 5, Lots 157 & 158

Petitioner(s): Joseph & Tracy Safranek

Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title V, Section 
7, Paragraph A - To allow a 720 Square Foot detached garage to be 
constructed (520 Sq. Ft. Maximum Allowed)

Chairman Kouros confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were in 
order. Mr. Doug Rettig represented the Petitioner, and also present was the Petitioner 
Mr. Joseph Safranek.

Mr. Rettig stated that they are seeking a variance for a 720 S.F. detached garage, and that 
they will be going through Plat Approval next week. Mr. Rettig added that since the 
Study Session, they changed the size of the garage to approximately 600 S.F. There 
being no questions from the Board, Chairman Kouros opened the matter to the floor.

Mr. Clarence Reams from 604 Knoxbury Ln. which is behind the property asked if this 
would be a pole-barn-type construction. Mr. Safranek stated that he looked into a pole- 
style construction; but as far as the outside, it will match the house exactly. Mr. Safranek 
also stated that as far as construction, he hadn’t decided whether it will be the pole-style 
or the typical stick framed 16” O.C., but reiterated that from the street, it will match the 
house. Mr. Reams stated that he was satisfied with that.

There being no further questions from the floor, the matter was returned to the Board.
Mr. Jarvis asked if the garage would be as straight as it was drawn. Mr. Rettig replied 
that is what the homeowner desires. Mr. Jarvis stated that there had been discussion 
about the driveway at the Plan Commission. Mr. Rettig stated that there will be a 
separate asphalt driveway all the way to the street; and that because they were combining 
two lots, there is no sidewalk on the vacant lot. Mr. Rettig added that there had been 
discussion about putting in the sidewalk along the road as well. Mr. Jarvis asked about 
the size of the garage door. Mr. Safranek replied that it would be 12’ wide by 8’ high.
Mr. Jarvis asked for confirmation that the materials used would blend in very well with 
the house. Mr. Safranek replied absolutely; and that it will have a concrete floor, and that 
the windows will match.



Mr. Rettig explained that the location of the garage is due to the flood plain. Mr. Rettig 
said that it will be just outside of the flood plain and at a very similar elevation as the 
existing home. Mr. Jarvis verified with Mr. Safranek that there will be an escape or man 
door. Mr. Rettig stated that they wouldn’t be starting until early next spring when they 
would go for their permit. Mr. Jarvis confirmed that there would be a separate driveway 
to the garage.

Mr. Jarvis stated that they had discussed the sidewalk at the Plan Commission and that it 
still needed to come in for the public portion. Mr. Jarvis asked Attorney Estrada if it 
would be appropriate to have it included in the motion and Findings of Fact here at the 
B.Z.A. or at the Plan Commission portion of it. Attorney Estrada replied that it would be 
appropriate at any venue; but that if he wanted to make it conditional on the approval, he 
should do it here. Chairman Kouros asked if the sidewalk time-frame was to be within 
one year. Mr. Jarvis replied that it was up to the Petitioner, and that they originally spoke 
about this being constructed in the spring. Mr. Jarvis asked how much time he would 
need to put the sidewalks in. Mr. Safranek stated that last week he requested to get a 
little more time to put the sidewalks in as they were a unexpected expense. Mr. Safranek 
added that the property has looked horrible for a long time according to the neighbors; 
and that everyone was okay with it not having a sidewalk. Mr. Safranek said that all he 
was asking for is a little more time, and asked if he could have a year from the day the 
garage is finished. Mr. Safranek said that he would like to have that in writing; and 
added that it would get done and not be an eyesore.

Attorney Estrada stated that the Board of Zoning Appeals’ variance would be good for 
one year; and that any conditions could be given any time limit the Board would like.
Mr. Jarvis said that he believed that the Petitioner was saying that normally he wouldn’t 
get occupancy unless all of those items were in place. Mr. Jarvis added that he is wanting 
to get occupancy, and then the sidewalks would be completed in one year after it was 
finished. Mr. Jarvis stated that it would be up to Staff to watch and make sure it 
happened. Attorney Estrada said that the remedy is that if the Petitioner doesn’t comply 
with it, the variance would go away. Mr. Safranek said they will not have a problem. 
Attorney Estrada said that if the Board wanted to make a condition of a date from one 
year after completion they could do so. Mr. Jarvis said it wouldn’t hurt to have it as part 
of a motion so it becomes part of the Findings of Fact.

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve B.Z.A. Case #19-10-30 pursuant to State, Local, 
and Federal Regulations; that they have one year to complete the sidewalks from the date 
of completion of the garage; that they have a man-door in the garage for escape purposes; 
and that the construction of the garage will coincide with the type of construction of the 
home so that it blends in. Attorney Estrada asked the Petitioner if he agreed with those 
conditions. Mr. Safranek replied that he agreed. Attorney Estrada stated that for the 
record, the Findings of Fact will show that those conditions are agreed. Chairman 
Kouros asked if there was a second. Mr. Flansen seconded the motion which was 
approved 3-0.

III. COMMISSION BUSESESS

A. Findings of Fact:

1. B.Z.A. Case #19-9-22 1525 U.S. Hwy 41 - (Proposed: Happiness Is Pets) 
Petitioner(s): Happiness is Pets\
Variance of Use to allow a retail pet shop

FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION TO TOWN
COUNCIL W/CONDITIONS (5-0) 9/23/19

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Hansen and carried 3-0.

2. B.Z.A. Case #19-9-23 2440 Ontario St. - Automation Control Systems 
Petitioner(s): Crestwood Properties, L.L.C. - Roger Florkiewicz 
Developmental Variance to allow a side yard setback without a 15-foot buffer next to 
residential zoning
Mr. Hansen made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried

APPROVED W/CONDITIONS (5-0) 9/23/2019

3-0

3. B.Z.A. Case #19-9-24 2440 Ontario St. - Automation Control Systems 
Petitioner(s): Crestwood Properties, L.L.C. - Roger Florkiewicz 
Developmental Variance to allow a reduction of the rear yard setback from 30 feet to 
20 feet without a 15-foot buffer next to residential zoning

APPROVED W/CONDITIONS (5-0) 9/23/2019



Mr. Hansen made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried
3-0.

4. B.Z.A. Case #19-9-25 1398 Deercreek Dr. - Daniel Elzinga 
Petitioner(s): Daniel Elzinga
Developmental Variance to allow a reduction of the minimum lot area from 5 acres to 
2.9 acres
Mr. Hansen made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried 
3-0.

APPROVED W/CONDITIONS (4-1) 9/23/2019

5. B.Z.A. Case #19-9-26 1398 Deercreek Dr. - Daniel Elzinga 
Petitioner(s): Daniel Elzinga
Developmental Variance to allow a front yard setback of more than 50 feet

APPROVED W/CONDITIONS (4-1) 9/23/2019 
Mr. Hansen made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jaroszewski and 
carried 3-0.

6. B.Z.A. Case #19-9-27 1398 Deercreek Dr. - Daniel Elzinga 
Petitioner(s): Daniel Elzinga
Developmental Variance to allow a reduction of the side yard setback from 30 feet to 
10 feet
Mr. Hansen made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried 
3-0.

APPROVED W/CONDITIIONS (4-1) 9/23/2019

7. B.Z.A. Case #19-9-28 1398 Deercreek Dr. - Daniel Elzinga 
Petitioner(s): Daniel Elzinga
Developmental Variance to allow a reduction of the setback from a permanent water 
body from 200 feet to 45 feet APPROVED W/CONDITIONS (5-0) 9/23/2019 
Mr. Hansen made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried
3-0.

8. B.Z.A. Case #19-9-29 1398 Deercreek Dr. - Daniel Elzinga\
Petitioner(s): Daniel Elzinga
Developmental Variance to allow a lot that does not have direct frontage on a public 
road, the lot will have access to a public road via an ingress-egress easement

APPROVED W/CONDITIONS (5-0) 9/23/2019 
Mr. Hansen made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried 
3-0.

B. Correspondence

Ms. Sulek stated there was no correspondence.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:16 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:

RicTCCalmsKi, Secretary


