
MINUTES OF THE PLAN COMMISSION 
PUBLIC MEETING August 2, 2021

CALL TO ORDERI.

The Plan Commission Public Meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by President Thomas 
Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: President Thomas Anderson, 
Vice-President William Jarvis, Secretary Gary Immig, Mr. Alex Gorman, Mr. Drew 
Thomas, Mr. Andrew Hansen, and Mr. Tom Kouros. Staff present: Town Manager 
Robert Volkmann, Director of Operations James Gorman, Planning Coordinator/Office 
Manager Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth Rico, Attorney 
Christian Bartholomew, Engineer Mike Helmuth, and Councilmen Tom Schmitt and 
Caleb Johnson.

C. Approve Minutes of the Plan Commission Public Meeting of July 12, 2021

Mr. Drew Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Gary Immig 
and carried 7-0.

II. PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. P.C. Case #21-8-14 CANYON CREEK PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT
MODIFICATIONS

General Location: 7095 Burr St.. Griffith, IN

Petitioner(s): Olthof Homes

Request: Modifications to the Development Plan and Planned Unit Development

After confirming with Attorney Bartholomew that the Proofs of Publication were in 
order, President Anderson read correspondence from NIES Engineering into the record. 
NE1S Engineering stated that based on the application of the Subdivision Control 
Ordinance No. 1095 and Storm Drainage Control Regulations Ordinance 1708A. the 
submittal for Canyon Creek, PUD, is in compliance for consideration by the Plan 
Commission for Primary Approval.

Mr. Ed Recktenwall from Olthof Homes represented the Petitioners. Mr. Recktenwall 
explained that they made minor updates to the previously approved re-zoned plan after 
reviews from both the Lake County Drainage Board and from the Town’s engineering 
staff. .Mr. Recktenwall stated that the Lake County Drainage Board made them drop five 
units from when the original development plan was approved bringing it down to two 
hundred units; and that they have updated the unit counts in the document and updated 
the concept plan to cover that minor change. Mr. Recktenwall also stated that at the 
beginning of the project, they thought they might need an on-site lift station to service a 
portion of their project; but after working with staff and engineering, they found they 
would be able to utilize the two existing lift stations that surround the project. Mr. 
Recktenwall said that the language was edited in the utility portion; and that they added 
additional language to the Anti-Monotony Clause making it more restrictive on colors of 
siding as discussed with both the Plan Commission and the Town Council.

President Anderson opened the matter to the floor. There being no comments or 
questions, the matter was returned to the Board. Mr. Alex Gorman referred to Page 14 
from a prior handout and the large cul-de-sac containing Lots 84 and 90. Mr. Alex 
Gorman asked if it would be possible to put the driveways of those two homes on the 
straight-a-way part of that street to clean up the cul-de-sac a little bit and make it easier 
for snow removal, reducing the seven driveways to five. Mr. Alex Gorman said it would 
free up the space for snow; and that his primary concern is that it will be very difficult to 
plow. Mr., Recktenwall replied that they can make that happen; and asked for



clarification that he wanted them to get Lots 84 and 90 out of the cul-de-sac. Mr. Alex 
Gorman said yes, and added not necessarily directly across the street from one another, 
but just to get them out of the cul-de-sac which will make it easier. Mr. Recktenwall said 
they can make that change.

President Anderson said that at the last meeting, they spoke about Outlet B near Plateau 
and that there was a fire hydrant right in the center of that. President Anderson said they 
want to use Outlet B to push snow out of there. Mr. Hansen said he believed that was 
one of the things that Engineer Neil Simstad said he had worked out. Mr. Recktenwall 
said he believed that the correction had been made on the latest submitted plans. 
President Anderson said he sees that now and that it is gone.

Mr. Immig said someone spoke at the last meeting about adding landscaping where the 
five homes were being removed. Mr. Volkmann said there will be a berm in there. Mr. 
Recktenwall said that in the latest landscaping plans they included some shrubbery and 
additional trees in that area which is what was requested of them. Mr. Recktenwall said 
they did enhance it with additional landscaping which is reflected on the most recent 
landscape plan that they submitted. Mr. Jarvis said he brought up landscaping at the last 
meeting on the north side of Jaskula Ln where those lots had been removed.

Mr. Thomas addressed Mr. Alex Gorman and said that there is the same situation on Sky 
Drive that there was on Plateau Ct. President Andersons stated that Lots 135 and 136 are 
not actually in the cul-de-sac; and that there is another spot between Lots 138 and 139 for 
snow.

President Anderson asked if there were any other questions or comments regarding the 
modifications. Mr. Volkmann said that the modifications were consistent with what the 
Commission approved and the Town Council approved as well as Lake County.

President Anderson asked for a Course of Action. Mr. Jarvis made a favorable 
recommendation to the Town Council for P.C. Case #21-8-14 pursuant to all State, Local, 
and Federal Regulations and that all fees to the Town of Schererville be kept current.
This was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 6-1 with Mr. Immig casting the no vote.

B P.C. Case #21-8-15 CANYON CREEK PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT

General Location: 7095 Burr St., Griffith, IN.

Petitioner(s): Olthof Homes

Request: Primary Approval of modifications to the PUD Plan and 200-Lot Residential 
Planned Unit Development containing 9-Outlots

President Anderson confinned with Attorney Bartholomew that the Proofs of Publication 
were in order. President Anderson asked for questions from Board members before 
opening the matter to the floor. Mr. Immig said that they talked about cul-de-sacs, but 
asked if they had talked about the Prairie Rose Dr. cul-de-sac with a snow issue.
President Anderson said that Prairie Rose only has five homes in that cul-de-sac; and that 
Plateau Ct. has an out lot to push snow, and that Sky Dr. also has a spot. President 
Anderson said that Prairie Rose appears to not have a spot for snow.

President Anderson said that he thought Sky Dr. was just going to end at 65th 
and stubbed to the border there. Mr. Recktenwall said they are providing a right-of-way 
for connection of future property, but that the road implements are not shown on the 
engineering at this time. Mr. Recktenwall said that is why it is reflected on the plat as 
right-of-way.

President Anderson opened the matter to the floor. Mr. Bill Emerson, Jr., Lake County 
Surveyor, stated that he was here tonight to thank the Town of Schererville and added 
that they have always enjoyed a very good relationship with the town while working on 
projects; and that this is no different. Mr. Emerson said that they appreciated the town 
directing the Petitioner to the County to look at the conditions with the Turkey Creek 
Lateral Five, and that their office is always available to the commission or staff if 
anything comes up.

There being no further questions or comments from the floor, the matter was returned to 
the Board. President Anderson stated that the letter he read from NIES Engineering also 
applies to this Case as to being in compliance; and that there is a storm water permit fee



calculation worksheet from Ms. Sulek which calculates it at $7500.00. Mr. Volkmann 
stated that the developer is willing to participate and put money aside with the town in the 
amount of $200.00 per lot totaling to $40,000.00 which will go toward the improvements 
on Burr St. for their impact to Burr St. at some time in the future. Mr. Volkmann added 
that it was based on the report from Robinson Engineering for their corridor study.

Mr. Jarvis said to reiterate what Mr. Alex Gorman said that the developer agrees to 
remove Lots 84 and 90 out of the cul-de-sac and put them on the straight part of the street 
and that it should be part of any motion. Mr. Jarvis deferred to Mr. Hansen and asked if 
there were any other cul-de-sacs with issues. Mr. Hansen said he is looking at Prairie 
Rose Dr. and referred to Page 1- of a prior document showing Lots 148, 149 and 154 
with a decent amount of space. Mr. Jarvis asked Mr. Hansen if he was okay with that set 
up then. Mr. Hansen replied yes, that it is nice to have a spot for snow, but that this will 
do. Mr. Volkmann said for clarification, cul-de-sacs are always an issue; and that the 
biggest issue previously was the duplex lots that would have doubled the driveways. Mr. 
Volkmann said that they probably cut the driveways in half since they are now all single 
family. Mr. Jarvis pointed out that home owners having parties is always an issue in a 
cul-de-sac.

There being no further questions or comments, President Anderson asked for a Course of 
Action. Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve P.C. Case #21-8-15 pursuant to all State, 
Federal, and Local Regulations; all fees to the Town of Schererville be kept current; that 
for Lots 84 and 90, the driveways are off of the cul-de-sac portion of Plateau Ct. and onto 
the straight part of that street; and subject to the collection of funds in the amount of 
$200.00 per lot for the development and improvement of Burr St. This was seconded by 
Mr. Thomas and carried 6-1 with Mr. Immig casting the no vote

III. COMMISSION BUSINESS

A. Reschedule September 6. 2021 Plan Commission Public Meeting and Plan Commission 
Study Session to September 13, 2021.

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to move the September 6, 2021 Plan Commission Public 
Meeting and Plan Commission Study Session to September 13, 2021 due to the Labor 
Day holiday. This was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 7-0.

B. Findings of Fact
1. P.C. Case #20-8-11 NICHOLSON ADDITION

12 Month Extension of Primary approval of a 1-Lot (G.I.) General Industrial 
Subdivision granted on August 3, 2020

APPROVED W/CONTINGENCIES (6-0) 7/12/21 
Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Immig and 
carried 7-0.

2. P.C. Case #21-7-13 1419-1535 JUNCTION AVE.
Rezone from (R-2) Residential Zoning District to (B.P.) Business Park Zoning 
District FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION TO TOWN COUNCIL

(6-0) 7/12/21
Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Immig and 
carried 7-0.

C. Correspondence

Mr. Volkmann said there was no correspondence.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:


