
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 
February 28, 2022

I. CALL TO ORDER

The Board of Zoning Appeals Public Meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman 
Tom Kouros at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Chairman Tom Kouros, Vice- 
Chairman Michael Davis, Mr. William Jarvis, and Mr. Eric Kundich. Absent was 
Secretary Rick Calinski. Staff present: Town Manager Robert Volkmann, Director of 
Operations James Gorman, Planning Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek, 
Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth Rico, and Councilmen Tom Schmitt and 
Caleb Johnson.

C. Approve Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of January 24, 2022

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Davis and carried 4-0.

II. PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. B.Z.A. Case #22-2-3 500 E Joliet Street - Scherwood Park

General Location: 500 E. Joliet Street - Scherwood Park, Lot 1

Petitioner(s): Town of Schererville - Robert Volkmann, Town Manager

Request: Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVI, Section 6, 
Paragraph J

Purpose: To allow a 42.6 S.F. Illuminated/Digital Monument Sign to be placed 
Within the Joliet Street Overlay District

Chairman Kouros confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were in 
order. Mr. Volkmann explained that this is a Petition for a Developmental Variance for a 
sign at Scherwood Park for the Town’s Community Center. In attendance were Ms. Irene 
Mireles, Programs Coordinator of the Schererville Park Department, and Park 
Superintendent John Novacich.

Mr. Volkmann explained that this location is in the Joliet Overlay District; and that the 
restrictions for signage don't allow for an illuminated sign which is the major reason for 
the variance. Mr. Volkmann pointed out that with the non-illuminated sign currently 
there, that people have missed the events that happen at the Scherwood Club; that people 
cannot find the center; and that the sign will allow them to also display messages. In 
addition, Mr. Volkmann stated that the sign is larger than the 6 S.F. allowed by the 
Ordinance.

Mr. Volkmann stated that with the technology changes in signage, the Ordinance is being 
changed to make provisions for illuminated and digital signs which have now become the 
standard. Mr. Volkmann added that this particular sign is digital and internally lit and 
will identify the park property and has a message sign underneath. Mr. Volkmann 
pointed out that there is a landscaping plan that goes along with it.

Mr. Volkmann explained that the sign will be located in the southeast corner of the park’s 
property, and that there are trees that will screen the sign somewhat from the north, but it



J

will be able to be seen from Joliet St. Mr. Volkmann stated that the message portion can 
be dimmed at night or turned off at dusk, and that the only part that will be illuminated at 
night will be to identity this as park property.

Chairman Kouros asked for questions from the Board. There being none, he opened the 
matter to the floor. Ms. Mary Matthews from 1522 Doral Dr. who lives at the Greens, 
stated that her window is directly across from the park. Ms. Matthews asked why the 
sign was so big. Mr. Volkmann replied that it is in order to accommodate the message 
component of the sign which will display the events at the park, and that the copy dictates 
the size which will be 36' x 96’, and that the top portion will just identify the park.

Ms. Matthews asked how long the sign would be illuminated. Mr. Volkmann replied that 
the nature of an LED sign allows the illumination of the sign to be visible; and at night, it 
will just shut off. Mr. Volkmann further stated that it is run by a computer, and that it 
will be programmed to shut down at dusk.

Mr. John Wheeler from 1617 Hartley stated that he is directly catty-comer from the 
proposed sign. Mr. Wheeler said that this is a residential area and asked why we needed 
a lighted sign for the park. Mr. Wheeler added that the park does not hold night-time 
events, and that it doesn't have tennis courts or anything else that needed lighted; and 
asked why we needed to tell passing people that there is a park there after hours. Mr. 
Wheeler added that there is no problem with finding that park, and that we had all of 
those events over the summer with live music and there were signs all up and down Joliet 
advising they couldn't park there

Mr. Wheeler said that it will be shining right into his bay window that will be right across 
from the sign; and that if they flash their message sign, it will flash right into his home 
which is undesirable. Mr. Wheelers said he is only one resident, but that he is directly 
impacted, and that he doesn't understand how we can have so many people missing this 
park to justify a lighted sign with the cost of the expense to maintain to tell people where 
to park. Mr. Wheeler said we don’t have one at Redar Park or Rohrman Park and that 
people find those fine.

Mr. Volkmann said that the illuminated part will be facing east and west. Mr. Wheeler 
said that he is directly east. Mr. Volkmann said that the illumination of a digital sign can 
be seen during the day, and then it will shut off most likely at dusk.

Mr. Wheeler said that the civic center does not have nighttime events; and that we don’t 
light signs at any other parks within the town; and that he didn’t know why they would 
want to do one in a residential area. Mr. Wheeler further stated that the Joliet St. traffic 
will have no problem seeing the park because there is a stop sign right there and it will be 
very difficult to miss.

Mr. Michael Gutyan from 1618 Hartley Dr. stated that he lives directly across from the 
park, and that he is definitely not in favor of flashing signs which will illuminate his front 
lawn and family room. Mr. Gutyan further stated that this is not a commercial or red- 
light area, and that he doesn't think that a lit sign is called for at this time.

Mr. Dan Miller from 1502 Doral Dr. asked if the proposed sign was a result of the 
proposed splash pad. Mr. Miller said that there are other activities that do pretty well 
without any advertisement. Mr. Volkmann replied no; and added that the Park Board has 
been making an effort to upgrade the signs at the park to provide information to the 
people driving by. Mr. Volkmann stated that we installed a sign very similar to this at 
Rohrman Park last year. Mr. Miller said that Rohrman Park is pretty much free from a 
residential area; and that he thought that there were no residential homes on either side of 
the road that would have a problem with the lighting. Mr. Miller said that the people 
around Redar Park could look forward to a new lighted message board. Mr. Volkmann 
said that it would be a Park Board decision.

Mrs. Paula Wheeler from 1617 Hartley Dr. asked who was in control of the timing of the 
light. Mrs. Wheeler said that she feels it will turn on at night at some point in time and 
wanted to know who they can complain to. Mr. Volkmann replied that the Park 
Department will manage the programming. Mrs. Wheeler asked for confirmation that the
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sign would be turned off at night as far as Mr. Volkmann knew. Mr. Volkmann replied 
yes. Mrs. Wheeler asked what the cost to the town was. Mr. Volkmann replied that he 
believed it was $33,000. Mrs. Wheeler remarked that it is $33,000 for a sign that no one 
around there wants.

There being no further questions or comments, the matter was returned to the Board. 
Mr. Davis asked Mr. Volkmann if the sign at Rohrman was on a timer. Mr. Volkmann 
replied that he didn't believe it was. Mr. Volkmann asked Ms. Mireles if it shut off at 
night. Ms. Mireles replied it does not. Mr. Volkmann said that it has the capability of 
being shut off at night. Ms. Mireles stated that it was on an automatic timer, and that it 
dims at night.

Chairman Kouros asked if the sign was primarily to announce a particular social event 
and to promote other events happening around town. Mr. Volkmann replied that it could 
be general messaging for the town, the summer camp or whatever other events were 
going on and could be placed on there. Chairman Kouros asked for confirmation that it 
would be off at dusk. Mr. Volkmann replied that it would be off at dusk.

Mr. Kundich asked if there were any way if it could be positioned a little further back or 
if it was the best way to be seen from the street. Mr. Kundich added that it looks like it 
could be protected by some of the brush along Scherwood Green Dr. Mr. Volkmann 
explained that on the east side there is a clump of trees that will effectively block any 
residual effects of the sign; and added that the particular comer is optimal in the layout of 
the park. Mr. Volkmann pointed out that there is a stop sign on Joliet and Scherwood 
Green Dr. that can be seen as you are heading west, and if you push the sign further up in 
the park, it would not be visible.

Mr. Jarvis said that we recently installed a digital sign at the Tri-Town Safety Village that 
was the same brand, and that it is completely computerized. Mr. Jarvis said that all of the 
messages are programmed into it and that it can be programmed to shut down and turned 
on at particular times. Mr. Jarvis pointed out that the key thing about the sign is that you 
can put Amber alerts. Silvers Alerts for the elderly; and that if you have an ADHD child 
that is missing, you can immediately put it up on that sign. Mr. Jarvis said he sees this as 
a good thing for the community, and that there is a lot of versatility in this sign and gives 
immediate information to the community. Mr. Jarvis also stated that if there is a tornado 
or bad storm you can post that in seconds.

Mr. John Wheeler said that he understands and respects the position of the Amber and 
Silver Alerts, but that they also get those alerts through their cell phones. Mr. Wheeler 
said that he understands their position, but that the Safety Center is not near a residential 
neighborhood, and that he wanted to clarify that this is not the only method of providing 
alerts. Mr. Jarvis stated that there are homes behind the Safety Village and that some 
people may not have a cell phone.

Ms. Mary Matthews asked if in the middle of the night the sign will light up with a lost 
person alert. Mr. Kouros said that he believes we have the assurance of the Town 
Manager that it will be shut off at dusk; and that if there is any problem, they can always 
contact the Park Department to voice their concerns.

Chairman Kouros asked for questions or course of action from the Board. Mr. Jarvis 
made a favorable recommendation to the Town Council. This was seconded by Mr. 
Davis and carried 4-0.

B. B.Z.A. Case #22-2-4 1301 U.S. 41-Napleton Nissan

General Location: 1301 U.S. 41 - Napleton Addition, Lot 3

Petitioner(s): Steindler Signs & Graphix - Tom Steindler

Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XIX, 
Section 6, Paragraph D (1) ii

Purpose: To allow the removal of an existing free-standing sign and replace with an
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IS’IO” H X 5’9” W free-standing sign (Single occupant building: Not 
more than 6’ H X 6’ W

Mr. John Anderson, Executive Manager of Napleton Nissan represented the Petitioners. 
Mr. Anderson said that he is a combat veteran and thanked the Board for starting the 
meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. Chairman Kouros thanked Mr. Anderson for his 
service.

Mr. Anderson said they are seeking a variance for their sign, and that they are taking out 
the old sign and putting in a new one which is approximately the same size. Mr. 
Anderson stated that this is something that Nissan requires because Nissan changed their 
logo. Mr. Anderson added that he feels it will benefit the town because it will be newer 
and will look nicer. Mr. Anderson said that the sign has been there for twenty-plus years 
and has been hit by a couple of plows and has some damage. Mr. Anderson pointed out 
that Nissan withholds some of their funding if they don’t keep up with their brand 
demands which is why they are here this evening.

Attorney Estrada stated that the Proofs of Publication are in order for this Petition. 
Chairman Kouros asked for questions from Board members. Mr. Jarvis said that the 
Nissan sign is at the top and that below that are silver panels, and asked for confirmation 
that there would not be any signage on that. Mr. Anderson replied that there would not
be.

Mr. Jarvis said that their hardship is that Nissan makes them keep up with their signage. 
Mr. Anderson said yes, and added that Nissan recently changed their logo from what is 
called a hamburger-type shape to one that is more open. Mr. Anderson stated that like 
any nationally owned company, they like their branding to be consistent all the way down 
the board. Mr. Anderson added that anytime they change their branding, they have to 
change it otherwise Nissan will withhold their funds. Mr. Jarvis asked if Mr. Anderson 
had said there is damage currently on the existing sign. Mr. Anderson replied there is 
damage at the base of the sign.

Mr. Jarvis asked if there would be landscaping around the sign. Mr. Anderson deferred 
to Mr. Tom Steindler who will be installing the sign. Mr. Tom Steindler from Steindler 
Signs and Graphics replied that currently with the layouts they had been given, they are 
removing the existing signage which is on the asphalt area which doesn’t allow them to 
plant bushes or shrubbery around it, and simply replacing with the new signs.

Mr. Davis asked if the current sign is illuminated. Mr. Steindler said that the current sign 
is an internally illuminated sign. Mr. Davis asked if the new one would also be 
illuminated. Mr. Anderson replied that it will be.

There being no further questions from the Board, Chairman Kouros opened the matter to 
the floor. There being no questions or comments from the floor, the matter was returned 
to the Board.

Mr. Davis made a motion to approve B.Z.A. Case #22-2-4 pursuant to all State, Federal, 
and Local Regulations. This was seconded by Mr. Kundich and carried 4-0.

HI. COMMISSION BUSINESS

A. Findings of Fact:

1. B.Z.A. Case #22-1-1 1855 U.S. 41 - McDonald’s
Petitioner(s): Jose Guiterrez- McDonald’s USA, LLC/Ken Beevar Integrity Sign
Co.
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XIX, Section 10, 
Paragraph D - To allow two (2) 19.9 S.F. Digital Menu Boards _ (Maximum allowed

APPROVED (5-0) 1/24/2218 S.F. Each)

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Davis and carried 
4-0.
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2. B.Z.A. Case #22-1-2 1855 U.S. 41 - McDonald’s
Petitioner(s): Jose Guiterrez - McDonald’s USA, LLC/Ken Beevar - Integrity Sign
Co.
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XIX, Section 10, 
Paragraph D - To allow two (2) Digital Preview Boards in addition to two (2) Menu 
Boards - One (1) informational sign (Menu, pricing, etc.) shall be permitted per order 
station APPROVED (5-0) 1/24/22

Mr. Davis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Kundich and 
carried 4-0.

ADJOURNMENTIV.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:29 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:

Rick Calinski, Secretary


