
PLAN COMMISSION 
STUDY SESSION NOTES 
June 20,2022

I. Call To Order

The Plan Commission Study Session was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by President Thomas 
Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St.

Pledge of AllegianceA.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll CallB.

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: President Tom Anderson, 
Vice-president William Jarvis, Secretary Gary Immig, Mr. Alex Gorman and Mr. Chris 
Rak. Absent were Mr. Drew Thomas and Mr. Tom Kouros. Staff present: Town 
Manager Robert Volkmann, Director of Operations James Gorman, Planning 
Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek. Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth 
Rico, and Councilman Caleb Johnson.

II. Commission Business

A. Zeigler Subaru

General Location: North side of U.S. 30, West of Burr St.

Petitioner(s): Zeigler Auto Group - Daniel J. Scheid

Represented by: Joseph A. Schudt & Associates - D. Warren Opperman

Request: Rezone from (C-3) Highway Commercial & (O.S.) Open Land to all (C-3), 
Primary Approval of a 1-Lot (C-3) Highway Commercial Subdivision and U.S. 30 
Commercial Overlay District Development Plan Review

Mr. Daniel Scheid, the C.F.O. of Ziegler Auto Group in Kalamazoo, ML, and Mr. D. 
Warren Opperman from Joseph A. Schudt & Associates represented the Petitioners. Mr. 
Scheid stated that they have three locations in Indiana including Merrillville, Ft. Wayne, 
and Elkhart; and a number of dealerships in the Chicagoland area, southwest Michigan, 
and Wisconsin totaling thirty-five, and that they have been in business for forty-seven 
years.

Mr. Scheid explained that they acquired the Subaru dealership on U.S. 30 in Merrillville 
last year in April; and that Subaru required that they build a new facility because the 
existing one was small and outdated with no room for growth. Mr. Scheid stated that 
they started looking or properties last fall in Schererville, Merrillville, and Hobart, 
finding three good locations; with the most suitable location being on the north side of 
U.S. 30 directly across from the Jaguar/Land Rover dealership. Mr. Scheid said that the 
property is located next to a retirement village home and that there are a few 
complications regarding access.
Mr. Scheid said that the front property is zoned properly, and it is just the back section of 
the property that needs to be rezoned. Mr. Scheid pointed out that it has nice frontage 
and is laid out nicely for a dealership; and that they have plans for a 34,000 S.F. facility.

Mr. Scheid further stated that they are a very successful auto group and very well 
capitalized when it comes to investment, and are here to stay for the long-term with a 
fairly young management team.

President Anderson asked if there were wetlands in the back. Mr. Scheid replied yes, and 
said that the total parcel is about fifteen acres with about three acres of wetlands; and that 
by the time you put the detention pond in, they probably net down to about ten usable 
acres. Mr. Scheid added that the nice thing for them is that they usually try to cram their 
dealership on six or seven acres and that this really works out nicely or them without 
having cars stacked on top of each other.

President Anderson stated that it was a nice looking building. Mr. Scheid said that the 
design was done in conjunction with Subanfs national team; and that they spent the



better part of the last three months designing that building with Subaru taking the lead 
and then Subaru handing it back over to them; and it is Zeigler’s own architect and 
engineer. President Anderson asked about the dog park. Mr. Scheid said that supporting 
the Humane Society and dogs is a big deal for Subaru; and that at a Subaru National 
meeting, they start out the meeting with thirty or forty dogs that need to be adopted. Mr. 
Scheid further stated that although Subaru did not require the dog park, they highly 
encouraged it, so they did so. Mr. Rak asked if it would be a fenced off area. Mr. Scheid 
replied that it would not be fenced, and that the dogs would need to be leashed; but that 
there would be a couple of benches and a nice area for customers to walk outside with 
their dog.

President Anderson asked for questions from Board members. Mr. Immig asked about 
the challenges with access or parking. Mr. Scheid replied that currently there is no access 
drive. Mr. Scheid said that between Subaru and the property to the east which is the 
retirement village that has a blank parcel in front of them, there is a dedicated right-of- 
way. Mr. Scheid added that it is his understanding that once this is developed, the 
property owners to the east will have to share in the cost to put the right-of-way through 
there which eventually accesses the lot behind them to the northeast of them which is 
another area for development.

President Anderson asked if their drive would line up with the crossover. Mr. Scheid 
replied yes, and asked Mr. Opperman to point it out. Mr. Opperman said that there is a 
crossover on Route 30 which accesses the Jaguar dealership and the veterinarian 
immediately west of the dealership; and that when the Clarendale Subdivision was 
divided there were 60’ dedicated down at the south end, and it tapers in as you get further 
north almost to the south property line of the Clarendale, it goes to 30’. Mr. Scheid 
added that it goes to a 30' right-of-way and that they would be dedicating the same 30’ 
right-of-way; but actually, in order to get it to line up with the existing driveway, it comes 
into that 60’ that appears to be on the Clarendale property. President Anderson asked for 
confirmation that there would be cross-access easement there for the vacant property.
Mr. Opperman replied yes, that it is an actual dedication, and that they would be doing 
the same. President Anderson said at the west side it comes up to the low spot as far as 
cross access to the west. Mr. Volkmann said that it is undeveloped property. President 
Anderson asked if there were enough property between subdivisions. Mr. Volkmann said 
that it is mostly wetlands. President Anderson said he was thinking about cross access on 
the west, it wouldn't be developable. Mr. Opperman said he believes it was the Shubert 
Farms, and that this piece of property is just over fifteen acres, and that it actually goes to 
the middle in an east/west direction of the wetland that is up to the north; and that there is 
more wetland that is a part of the subdivision that was dedicated for easement as part of 
the subdivision. Mr. Opperman added that further to the west of them is a park with 
playground equipment which is essentially five acres with a for-sale sign.

Mr. Jarvis said that it would still be a good idea to have a cross-easement on the west side 
of the property because you never know what may come in the future and what 
development comes in there. Mr. Jarvis added that when the property gets valuable 
enough, they will do anything to improve it. Mr. Jarvis said it continues our connection 
that we have developed all along there with Clarendale. President Anderson agreed. Mr. 
Jarvis added that whether it is used or not, it will at least be platted. President Anderson 
reiterated to the Petitioners that we are looking or a cross-access on the west side.

Mr. Scheid said that he didn’t understand where that proposed cross-access would be. 
President Anderson explained that for right now it would be floating, then once 
something gets developed, there is the ability to just stub through. Mr. Scheid replied 
that they have security issues with a very valuable inventory. Mr. Scheid added that they 
can talk easements, but if it infringes on them, then they will have issues. President 
Anderson replied that most likely it would be in the front and would not be used until the 
property to the west was developed. Mr. Scheid stated that for a dealership, this is the 
most valuable real estate right here and pointed out to the parking spots for his inventory. 
Mr. Scheid added that he was not open to talking about easements as it doesn’t make 
sense to have easements on both sides of the property. President Anderson replied that it 
is our policy when there is property that will be developed on the other side, we keep 
cross-access. Mr. Jarvis said that with Clarendale, they did the same thing; and that with 
this development, people are going to drop off of U.S. 30 along that whole frontage to 
look at the cars which makes it more valuable to the Petitioners. Mr. Scheid again 
mentioned security issues and the location of the easement. Mr. Jarvis said he was 
talking about just across the front. Mr. Rak asked if they were talking about a service 
road in the front. Mr. Jarvis replied yes. Mr. Scheid said that he doesn’t know how that



works and that it probably kills their deal. Mr. Scheid said that with a site this small, he 
didn't think it works on this property.

President Anderson asked how big of an area it was to the west. Mr. Volkmann said he 
thought it was five acres. President Anderson said that he was looking at the south side 
there is Route 30, and then the grassy area, and then a 20’ spot there before the parking 
spots are. Mr. Opperman said that is the landscape area that would be within the Subaru 
property in front of parking. Mr. Jarvis said that we need to get the input of the engineer.

Mr. Volkmann said he understood what the Petitioners are saying about putting the 
access road in the front, and that the whole building is set back further. Mr. Volkmann 
said that at the back of the property between the storm water detention area and where it 
stems off the parking lot, and as you get to the west boarder, the property adjacent to that 
is the town’s park property, so you would have to come back south on the property line 
and then you could make an access that way to preserve the integrity of the dealership 
site. Mr. Volkmann said that it is just an idea, and that it isn’t our job to design it. Mr. 
Volkmann said he didn’t know what they would gain back that far. President Anderson 
said that the road coming off of Route 30 only goes three-quarters of the way through.
Mr. Volkmann said that would have to be developed first as well; but from an access 
point to that adjoining property, that property may be better served in the future with 
access. Mr. Volkmann added that he didn't know how encompassed that wetland is to go 
through there; but the more valuable the property is, they do start moving things around. 
President Anderson asked if that was five acres. Mr. Volkmann replied that it was about 
five acres, and that there is a platted lot on the east side of Hamlin Dr. that touches that 
same parcel; but there are quite a bit of wetlands, so it may not be usable. Mr. Rak said if 
you look at the property it is pretty narrow and is very different. Mr. Volkmann said that 
you couldn’t do the access road in the right-of-way which they do in Merrillville; but that 
the frontage road in Merrillville is much larger than it is here.

Mr. Scheid said that looking at the site plan, he may have a better alternative; but that he 
didn’t know the best way to go about it. Mr. Scheid added that he has a couple concerns. 
Mr. Scheid explained that the most valuable real estate for a car dealer is the frontage; 
and that over the last few years, security at dealerships has become a bigger issue all over 
the country, but particularly in the Midwest areas. Mr. Scheid added that they haven’t’ 
had a problem here yet. but they have in the small markets outside Grand Rapids and 
outside of Chicago and tht they have had to change their business models with lock down 
locks, etc.. Mr. Scheid said that he heard some of the discussion and that it is probably 
not practical in the back which creates complexity. Mr. Scheid said that right across the 
backside of their dedicated right-of-way eventually has the right to go all the way to the 
back with access to the adjoining parcel; so, if they did an easement across the aisle that 
kind of lines up with the back corner of this property to the west, they could put up gates, 
and he pointed out various places. Mr. Scheid said they would have easy access all the 
way across the aisle to the back lot. Mr. Scheid said it wouldn’t affect the retail of the 
plan and would provide access to the other site, and would provide a better solution for 
them. Mr. Rak asked if they are essentially saying that they would split the back lot. Mr. 
Scheid replied that he would. Mr. Rak said they would have gates off the back part and 
off the front part. Mr. Scheid said yes, and that it would be on the north side of the triple 
stack of inventory right where it lines up with the northeast comer of the west parcel.
Mr. Jarvis said he didn’t have a problem with that because all we are trying to do is keep 
vehicles off of U.S. 30 that are just driving through there to look at cars. Mr. Jarvis 
added that they kind of did that with Jaguar/BMW across the street, and that he thinks 
that would work.

President Andersons said it is a beautiful looking building and a good use for the site.
Mr. Jarvis stated that he is very pleased with what they are offering here. Mr. Scheid said 
that this is a great community here and a good place to move to. President Anderson 
asked about their time frame. Mr. Scheid said that they committed to having it done by 
October 31,2023, and that they already have a contractor selected, and that they would 
love to have site work including curbing and infrastructure done this year. Mr. Scheid 
added that if they can get steel up in the winter it would be great, but that he wouldn’t 
want to enclose, but wants to get as much going as they can; and that it is a six month 
build once they have the footings in and good weather.

Mr. Jarvis said that the only other thing that stood out to him was the 26’ pylon sign; and 
that he didn’t know if they were looking at doing a waiver or a variance. Ms. Sulek 
pointed out that across the street they got variances. President Anderson stated that if that 
is the only issue, it would be better to do a waiver. Mr. Jarvis said he agreed, and that



they might as well do the whole development and be done with it because we see all of 
the different ramifications here and what we are trying to accomplish for the Petitioner. 
President Andersons said that the sign height is an issue and that rather than go to the 
B.Z.A. with a whole separate hearing, they could ask for a waiver at their hearing for the 
development at the Plan Commission. Mr. Scheid explained that Subaru sent them a 
package and would like the biggest sign, but that they are open for conversation. Mr. 
Scheid added that he doesn't know what the next sign levels are, but that they will be 
taking down the billboard which is at the southwest corner of the site which is currently 
rented to Lamar. Mr. Jarvis said for us taking down the billboard is a positive. Mr. Jarvis 
then asked the square footage of the actual Subaru sign, and the height. Mr. Scheid 
replied that the height is 26'; and Mr. Opperman said that it is 131 S.F. Mr. Jarvis said 
we should try to match what is across the street, and feels it will look better.

President Anderson advised the Petitioners to get with Staff as far as the hearing and 
whether they are going to do a waiver. President Anderson said that the waiver is a 
quicker way to go because with B.Z.A. you have to advertise for another hearing, and 
that the Plan Commission can do a waiver right with the Primary Approval of the project. 
Mr. Opperman said he believes they talked about that with Ms. Sulek to come in for one 
hearing for the rezone, the waiver and the Primary Approval; but in order to do that we 
have to have the primary and the full engineering complete. Mr. Opperman said that they 
were talking about July 18 to have the engineering ready to go. Ms. Sulek said July 18 to 
have the engineering submitted, or at the August meeting. Mr. Opperman asked if that 
still puts them into September to get their Final Approval for the Primary, the rezoning, 
and the waiver. Ms. Sulek said that they will come in in August for their Primary and 
rezone with the waivers which will get forwarded to Town Council two weeks later, and 
they would hear the zoning request and then wait thirty days which would push them into 
September. Ms. Sulek added that September 12 would be the Final Approval. Mr. 
Opperman said that the difference with that would be that they would not have the zoning 
until all of that goes through that process. Ms. Sulek said it would be the second week of 
August.

Mr. Volkmann said if they were planning on coming in August 1, the Council meeting 
for the zoning changes would be the 10th unless they were coming in in July. Mr. 
Opperman said they would have to have the engineering done by next week which isn't 
feasible. Mr. Volkmann said that they could do the zoning request. Mr. Opperman said 
that was what they originally talked about; but then they would have to do two hearings. 
President Anderson said that is their call, and that they were mentioning it to try to 
expedite things. Mr. Opperman said that the critical thing is whether the Commission is 
comfortable with the land plan they have, then they would move forward on that which is 
key. Mr. Opperman said they wouldn't want to get half way through the engineering or 
all of the way through the engineering and then have an issue with the land plan the way 
it is presented right now.

Mr. Jarvis said to clarify, they don't have to have the engineering to get the zoning done. 
Ms. Sulek said correct. Mr. Jarvis said that they could bring that in and get their approval 
for zoning, and then they come in for the drawing. Mr. Scheid asked if there were any 
risk of the zoning not passing. Mr. Jarvis said not as far as he is concerned; but that it is 
also up to the Town Council. President Anderson explained that we make the 
recommendation to the Town Council. President Anderson said that the majority of the 
area that is being rezoned is not being used for building. Mr. Scheid said right. President 
Anderson said it is just for detention and wetland area. Mr. James Gorman said it is only 
350 and there is 1200 total. President Anderson said that we don’t have to have an 
answer on that this minute; and that they can get with Ms. Sulek to let her know how they 
want to proceed with what works best for them. President Andersons said that they are 
just putting that option out there. President Anderson stated that the five Commission 
members here tonight like the plan and like the layout; and that the ball is in their court to 
figure out how they want to do the hearings.

Mr. Opperman said that they will be doing a 1-Lot Subdivision so it will go through the 
subdivision process and end up with the Zeigler Subaru Subdivision. President Anderson 
said for them to get with Ms. Sulek when they decide how they want to go about it; and 
that we like the building, the use, and the way it comes together. Mr. Scheid thanked the 
board for their feedback. President Anderson said that we like the project.

B. Review Solar Panels vs. Solar Shingles

Mr. Volkmann said that we are familiar with solar panel installations on houses and that a 
lot of those have to go before the B.Z.A. Mr. Volkmann stated that now Tesla and



CertainTeed make solar shingles, and we have a request for a permit for solar shingles; so 
we need to decide if they are perceived as shingles or ae they solar panels.

Mr. Volkmann explained that they do not sit above the roof like a typical mounted solar 
panel: but they do have a profile somewhat larger than the panels. Mr. Volkmann said he 
is bringing it to the Plan Commission to see how they want to deal with them; and 
pointed out that shingles do not have to go before the B.Z.A. Mr. Volkmann added if 
they are considered to be a panel, then they would be required to go before the B.Z.A. 
subject to the same standards.

Mr. Sanjin Cancar from 438 Hilbrich Dr. said that he has been trying for about six 
months to work out panels or something for his home; but because of the way his home is 
constructed with a lot of weird angles, panels are not a solution and would have been a 
fire hazard. Mr. Cancar added that he cannot place them in the back of his yard because 
there is a pool. Mr. Cancar said that now that Tesla has licensed out the technology to 
CertainTeed and GAP Companies, they now allow some national expansion of the 
program. Mr. Cancar pointed out that it is not here in Indiana yet, but is being used in 
California using shingles.

Mr. Cancar stated that he works for the National Roofers Association and has some 
understanding of the solar shingles cool features and technologies. Mr. Cancar pointed 
out that the shingles are the same size as a regular shingle, including the thickness; they 
are installed the same way as a regular shingle; they are rated for over 120 mph winds; 
they can withstand two-hundred-fifty pounds of pressure; and they are twice as efficient 
as panels. Mr. Cancar said that once a solar panel breaks, you have to replace the whole 
panel; and that with the shingles, you are replacing a 1’ x 3’ shingle that’s gone bad. Mr. 
Cancar also stated that the shingles allow the flexibility to achieve the maximum 
efficiency of the sun; whereas with the panels, you don't have that flexibility when 
placing them on a roof. Mr. Cancar further stated that if he is allowed to install these, he 
will be the first home to have them in Indiana. Mr. Cancar explained that in the 
rendering provided, it appears to be above the roof, but they are actually flat and level 
with the other regular shingles and are the exact same weight.

Mr. Jarvis said that he has looked into them for his own home, and that they tie into a 
power wall and that Elon Musk did the design. Mr. Jarvis asked if Mr. Cancar was going 
all solar shingles or if they would be mixed on the sides of the home. Mr. Cancar replied 
that it would not be the entire roof because it is cost prohibitive and not necessary. Mr. 
Cancar explained that he will strip his current roof and install one-hundred-seven shingles 
which will be just enough for the production of his home. Mr. Jarvis said that he has 
looked at them and the efficiency level and things like that, and that when he does his, 
anything that will show up in the front will be all solar shingles. Mr. Jarvis added that if 
he doesn’t need them in back, he won’t do it that way. Mr. Jarvis stated that his first 
view on this is that these are shingles. President Anderson said they look like they are 
thicker. Mr. Jarvis stated that they really don’t stand up above the regular shingles; and 
that if you have architectural shingles, they are about equal. Mr. Jarvis added that from 
all the homework he has done, they will fit right in, but they are shingles that absorb the 
solar energy.

Mr. Cancar pointed out that where solar panels need anchoring and all kinds of strange 
stuff, these are just shingles that you simply pop in. Mr. Jarvis said that solar panels are 
different, and that these shingles are integral to the roof. Mr. Jarvis said he did his 
homework prior to Mr. Cancar coming in, and that this would be his choice for the future. 
Mr. Cancar said that this will cost over $50,000 just for one-hundred shingles installed on 
the roof.

Mr. Immig said that the handout Mr. Cancar provided shows panels that are not 
integrated with the roof and are definitely panels sitting on top of the shingles. Mr. 
Immig said he didn’t know if that was just the picture; but if the shingles match up 
exactly with the panels, then it looks like shingles. Mr. Cancar explained that the 
literature they provided was atrocious; and that he had hoped they could send him a 
sample to show the Board. Mr. Cancar said that the vendor told him it would be $1,000 
for the sample shingle. Mr. Immig asked if there were areas on his roof that wouldn’t 
have those shingles. Mr. Jarvis pointed out that if he uses architectural shingles that are a 
little thicker, they will blend right in; and that was what Mr. Jarvis was also looking into.

President Anderson asked if they were the same color as the roof. Mr. Cancar replied 
that the color would be a little darker in order to absorb better light; but that he was going 
to go with the dark color of the roof anyway so that they would blend as best as possible.



Mr. Immig asked if black was the only color available of the shingles. Mr. Cancar said 
that they do not make them in other colors. President Anderson said his question is that if 
one is not doing the entire roof, what if someone wants to do part of their roof with the 
black solar shingles, and then have the rest of their shingles in white. Mr. Jarvis said 
what really needs to happen here is to blend the architectural shingles close to black with 
these solar shingles. Mr. Jarvis pointed out that he doesn’t know whether we have the 
right to dictate his color choices. President Anderson said if someone already has white 
shingles and then adds some of these, you are going to have black and white and mixed 
roofs. Mr. Cancar said that he would be more than happy to follow any direction the 
Board wants to provide with color and with everything, just so they would have an 
example to set an ordinance up because this is all new to all of us.

Mr. Immig asked if each case would go before the B.Z.A. each time to make sure we had 
the option to make sure they are the same color. Mr. Volkmann said it is actually all new 
territory for all of us and is why we are talking about it. President Anderson said he 
understands these are out there and that he just heard Mr. Jarvis say that he has 
investigated them. President Anderson added that he doesn’t have an issue with them; 
but he just doesn’t’ want there to be multi-colored roofs all over town. Mr. Volkmann 
said that he understands that, and that they are entertaining putting them in the Zoning 
Ordinance.

Mr. Jarvis asked Mr. Cancar if his engineer or the person selling these to him looked at 
the layout design of the shingles. Mr. Jarvis pointed out the two sections of Mr. Cancar’s 
roof with the solar shingles and said that he could almost take the whole other roof and 
incorporate it into the one section and probably put them right next to each other and 
have one solid color. Mr. Cancar replied that the reason they did it like that was to 
maximize the sun exposure. Mr. Cancar added that in order to maximize the sun, he had 
to purchase an additional fifteen shingles to maximize production out of it. Mr. Cancar 
also stated that they were trying to follow the 15” recess in the pipe and ventilation 
system, so they were trying to be cognizant of that too. Mr. Jarvis asked if he was taking 
the rest of the roof off other than the areas that have the solar shingles he is putting up. 
Mr. Cancar said that everything was being stripped. Mr. Jarvis said what we need to do 
is have a way of guiding what color matches up to that to make it look correct.

Mr. Volkmann said that it makes it hard without having a solar shingle to look at. Mr. 
Cancar said that he asked them for a sample to be mailed to him so he could present it; 
but that they didn’t have them in stock. Mr. Jarvis said that they are black, so if the rest 
of the shingles were dark and not gray, you wouldn't have an issue and they would blend. 
Mr. Volkmann pointed out that the solar shingles would have more reflectivity than a 
regular shingle. Mr. Jarvis said that with a darker shingle, he didn’t think they would 
stand out that bad; but that having gray next to black or white, it would. Mr. Cancar said 
he can try to get his shingles as dark as he can.

Mr. Volkmann said the question wasn’t about the color, the question is whether they are a 
shingle or a solar panel. Mr. Cancar said Mr. Jarvis said he understands that; and added 
that he thinks they are shingles. Mr. Jarvis explained that the problem is that we cannot 
dictate to a homeowner what color he is going to choose, unless you take it back to being 
solar panels and then let it go to B.Z.A. where they can tell the homeowner what color 
they have to be. Mr. Jarvis said we have the right to put it in the Findings of Fact. Mr. 
Volkmann said when they wrote the ordnance back in 2012, this was not an issue. Mr. 
Volkmann said he has been waiting for this for a long time because when he first started 
in construction back in the 70’s, he was told that in the 80’s they would be shingling 
houses with solar, and that the siding would also all be solar.

Mr. Jarvis said if you want to play it safe, the best way to do it is put them as solar panels, 
let it go to B.Z.A., then we can choose how that’s going to all lay out; and we would have 
more choice from our end. Mr. Volkmann said if you want to make every Petitioner 
come in when they are just trying to improve their property, they will all have to go 
before the B.Z.A. Mr. Jarvis replied no, that it needs to be in the confines of the 
ordinances, but you aren’t there yet. Mr. Volkmann said they are actually going through 
the ordinance now making changes.

Mr. Alex Gorman asked what we do from here if we all come to the consensus that they 
are shingles or that they are panels, would we do nothing or do we have to go to the next 
public meeting and formally take action on it. Mr. Volkmann said that normally we 
would have to take formal action on it, but right now we have no definition. Mr. 
Volkmann said we know what a solar panel is, but do you consider these solar shingles a 
panel? Mr. Volkmann said with a panel, we just follow the ordinance; and if it is a



shingle, it is just a shingle. Mr. Jarvis said that the difference is with a shingle, they can 
choose to just put them up there; whereas with a panel, they would have to come before 
the B.Z.A. for a variance and then we can dictate colors and everything. Mr. Volkmann 
said that is why we have the standards that you can't put them on the front of the house, 
and that you couldn't put them where he is proposing at all. Mr. Jarvis said with a 
variance you can. Mr. Volkmann said a variance would address the square footage and 
the location. Mr. Jarvis said that makes it so we can set the standard at B.Z.A.

President Anderson said that he thinks we need to set some standards on it; and that he 
has concerns calling it a shingle. President Anderson said he wants to look at it more. 
President Anderson said he gets that they are shingles and the size of them, but his 
concern is that we will have white roofs with black or red roofs with black. Ms. Sulek 
pointed out that they can do that now. Mr. Volkmann said that they can mix their 
shingles look like a rainbow. Ms. Sulek added that we cannot stop them.

President Anderson asked for other thoughts. Mr. Immig said he would keep them as 
panels for the foreseeable future until it becomes a little more clear; perhaps another year. 
Mr. Rak agreed with Mr. Immig. Mr. Alex Gorman said he would consider them as 
panels, but trying to find the middle ground between having some sort of review process 
such as over a certain amount of square footage, but still consider them shingles. Mr. 
Alex Gorman said a little “A", a little “B”, and added that 80 S.F. is too low because that 
is one of these shingles, and there is fifty-two, so you could only do one of them before 
going into the variance territory. Mr. Jarvis said his feeling is to leave them as panels, it 
comes before B.Z.A. when they go for a variance, and that way you're not holding up the 
homeowner, and that they can put the little details at that meeting. Mr. Jarvis said that 
you guys on the zoning part of it can get this fixed. President Anderson said that sounds 
like a good idea so you can go to B.Z.A. with it for the time being; and hopefully as we 
move forward on the Zoning Ordinance, we can clarify it however. President Anderson 
said at this point, we are going to consider it on panels.

Mr. Immig said he would suspect that at some point in the future, they will amend the 
color of these; and that originally most panels were blue. Mr. Immig said these are black 
at least. Mr. Jarvis said there is another member of the B.Z.A., Mr. Michael Davis, 
sitting in the audience as well.

Mr. Volkmann said that we still need a decision. President Anderson said that for the 
time being, we need to call them panels; and that the Petitioner can go to the B.Z.A. and 
the B.Z.A. can act on it. President Anderson said until we can further investigate and put 
it into our Ordinance, we should call them panels. Mr. Volkmann said that this is a “new 
one” for us, and that we needed clarity. Mr. Volkmann added that maybe we will have a 
better understanding after the installation.

Mr. Jarvis pointed out that he looked at a couple of homes in California that had these, 
and that the panels are black; and that next to a darker shingle, they are not there. Mr. 
Immig asked if anyone knew how the wiring was hidden. Mr. Jarvis said it goes right 
through into the attic and that it all feeds back, and that most of them have a power cell in 
the garage that absorbs all of the electric during the day. Mr. Immig said that no wiring is 
shown. Mr. Cancar explained that it is one of the major differences between the shingles 
and the panels.

President Anderson said that for the time being we ae considering them panels, and that 
Mr. Cancar would need to go through the B.Z.A. to request whatever array he is looking 
to install. Mr. Cancar pointed out that his challenge is that he only has fourteen to apply 
or the net metering program with NIPSCO, and asked if he would be able to get that 
done. Mr. Volkmann replied that he needs to advertise and send out notices. Mr. Jarvis 
said that he believed Mr. Cancar could apply for that with NIPSCO. and then when he 
gets approval it would just move forward.

III. Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 P.M.


