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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF 
ZONING APPEALS PUBLIC 
MEETING 
June 27, 2022

CALL TO ORDERI.

The Board of Zoning Appeals Public Meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman 
Tom Kouros at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St.

Pledge of AllegianceA.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll CallB.

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Chairman Tom Kouros, Vice- 
Chairman Michael Davis, Secretary Rick Calinski. and Mr. William Jarvis. Staff present: 
Director of Operations James Gorman. Planning Coordinator/Office Manager Denise 
Sulek, Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth Rico, and Attorney Alfredo Estrada. 
Absent were Mr. Eric Kundich, Mr. Robert Volkmann, and Councilman Caleb Johnson.

Approve Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of May 23, 2022C.

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Calinski and carried 
4-0.

II. PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. B.Z.A. Case #22-6-12 7707-7725 U.S. 41 (Proposed Drive-Thru Lane)

General Location: 7707 U.S. 41

Petitioner(s): Kenneth Drenth

Request: Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVI, Section 5, 
Paragraph C (3)

Purpose: To allow a drive-thru lane within the U.S. 41 Commercial Corridor Overlay 
District

Chairman Kouros asked Attorney Estrada if the Proofs of Publication were in order 
which he confirmed they were.

Petitioner Kenneth Drenth stated that he was the developer of Boulevard Commons 
which is located on the east side of U.S. 41 approximately one mile south of 77th Ave.; 
and that he was here tonight requesting approval for a drive-thru at the north end of the 
north building.

Chairman Kouros stated that the entrance is off U.S. 41 and that one goes around the 
south side of the building, then back out west, and then back out to the exit onto U.S. 41. 
Mr. Drenth said correct and added that they can also exit off Jenny Lane at the south end 
of the development.

Mr. Jarvis stated that this was in front of the Plan Commission and scrutinized by that 
body, looking at every detail. Mr. Jarvis further stated that a drive-thru is almost required 
now for any coffee vendor, donuts, or food because customers expect and require that.
Mr. Jarvis pointed out that in order to lease most buildings, they have to have a drive-thru 
window.

Mr. Davis said that there is an auto-repair shop at the corner, and asked if the drive-thru 
was for the auto-repair shop. Mr. Drenth replied no, and added that it was for the new 
building; and that the auto-repair shop was a separate property. Mr. Davis said that he is 
aware there used to be a storage area over there on the east side of the property, and that 
he didn't know if Mr. Drenth got rid of that; and asked if this were north of there. Mr. 
Drenth replied that the north building they are looking at is 7707 which was a used car 
sales lot with a small brown building on it.
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Chairman Kouros asked if Lot 1 is the site where Scotts was located. Mr. Drenth replied 
yes, and added that two of the buildings are on one lot. Ms. Sulek said this will be Lot 1 
of Boulevard Commons. Mr. Drenth concurred.

Chairman Kouros opened the matter to the floor. There being no questions or comments, 
the matter was returned to the Board.

Mr. Jarvis made a motion for a favorable recommendation to the Town Council of B.Z.A. 
Case #22-6-12 adding that this will not be injurious to the public health, or welfare of the 
community; that the value of adjacent properties will not be diminished; a need for a 
variance arises as the development needs a drive-thru, and strict applications of the 
Zoning Ordinances are being adhered to; and it does not interfere substantially with the 
Comprehensive Plan of the Town. Mr. Calinski seconded the motion which carried 4-0.

B. B.Z.A. Case #22-6-13 945 Willowbrook Dr. - Paramvir Singh Sandeep Kour

General Location: 945 Willowbrook Dr. - Stonebridge Estate, Phase Two, Lot 84

Petitioner(s): Paramvir Singh & Sandeep Kour

Request: Developmental variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVII, 
Section 13, Paragraph A

Purpose: To allow a 5’ high aluminum fence to extend 28’ over the building line on a 
corner lot

Mr. Paramvir Singh from 945 Willowbrook Dr. represented the Petitioners. Mr. Singh 
explained that they want to install a 5' tall aluminum fence, and that he required a 
variance because he is on a corner lot with a 30' setback which restricts the available lot 
space. Mr. Singh pointed out that with increased development in their area, there is also 
increased traffic; and that he has a nine year old and six year old that play outside. Mr. 
Singh said there is concern for their safety; and added that the speed limit sign near them 
got hit last year and that it is a busy traffic comer.

Mr. Singh referred to Page Five of his packet depicting his house as the very first house 
at the main entrance of Stonebridge Estates. Mr. Singh stated that he reached out to the 
Homeowners Association who approved the fence as long as he obtained approval for the 
variance. Mr. Singh referred to Page Four showing the way their house is situated, and 
added that they are not trying to take all of the space, and that they are not affecting the 
visibility of drivers.

Chairman Kouros confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were in 
order.

Mr. Singh referred to Page One showing 1 L on the west side of his patio and 13’ on the 
east side if they did the fence according to the 3(T setback.

Chairman Kouros opened the matter to the floor. Mr. Singh’s nine year old son, OJasvir 
Singh from 945 Willowbrook stated that he would like the fence because geese are eating 
their plants. Mr. Paramvir Singh explained that they are right next to a pond with a lot of 
geese that come into his yard.

Mr. Calinski asked Staff if without a variance, the fence structure would be at the 
building line. Mr. James Gorman replied it was correct. Mr. Jarvis asked if the 
aluminum fence was chain link. Mr. Singh replied no, and pointed out the type of fence 
on Page Five.

Mr. Michael Davis made a motion to approve B.Z.A. Case #22-6-13. This was seconded 
by Mr. Calinski and carried 4-0. Chairman Kouros wished them luck and told OJasvir 
Singh that he did a good job of speaking to the Board.

III. COMMISSION BUSINESS

A. Findings of Fact:

1. B.Z.A. Case #22-5-11 1297 Wildflower Way - Aleksandra Trifunovic 
Petitioner(s): Aleksandra Trifunovic
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVII, Section 13,



Paragraph A - To allow a 6’ high fence to extend 12 feet over the building line on a 
Corner lot APPROVED W/CONTNGENCIES (4-0) 5/23/22

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Calinski and 
carried 4-0.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:

ick Cattnski, Secrei


