
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 28, 2022

I. CALL TO ORDER

The Board of Zoning Appeals Public Meeting was called to order at 6:03 P.M. by Mr. William 
Jarvis at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E Joliet St.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Vice- Chairman Michael Davis, 
Secretary Rick Calinski, and Mr. William Jarvis. Chairman Tom Kouros was not present at 
roll call, arriving at 6:15 P.M. Staff present: Town Manager Robert Volkmann, Planning 
Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek, Acting Recording Secretary Megan Schiltz, 
Attorney Alfredo Estrada, and Councilmen Caleb Johnson and Tom Schmitt. Absent was 
Director of Operations James Gorman.

C. Approve Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of September 26, 2022

Vice- Chairman Michael Davis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. 
Calinski and carried 3-0.

II. PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. B.Z.A. Case #22-11-27 7427 Taylor St. - Robert & Consuelo Del Corno

General Location: 7427 Taylor St. - Autumn Creek, Block 7, Lot 4

Petitioner(s): Robert Del Corno and Consuelo Del Corno

Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVII, 
Section 13, Paragraph A

Purpose: To allow construction of a 6-foot high vinyl fence to extend 8 feet over the building 
line on a corner lot.

Mr. Jarvis asked Attorney Estrada if the Proofs of Publication were in order. Attorney 
Estrada stated they were in order.

Mr. and Mrs. Del Como, the Petitioners, from 7427 Taylor St. stated they wish to allow 
construction of a 6 foot high vinyl fence extend 8 feet past the building line heading north to 
utilize more of the property. Mr. Jarvis read a letter from the Petitioners to the Board dated 
November 21, 2022, mentioning how Mrs. Del Corno was bitten by the neighbor’s dog, 
leaving no choice but to build the fence; also with the extension the fence will not block or 
hinder the view for traffic, or the neighbors view for any aesthetics.

Mr. Davis asked if any conversations’ were had with neighbors concerning issues with the 
aesthetics, being that no other fences were up in the area. Mr. Del Como stated he had talked 
to a few neighbors about it; Mrs. Del Como informed the board that surrounding neighbors 
are also having fences installed.

Mr. Jarvis opened the matter to the floor. There being no questions or comments, the matter 
was returned to the Board. Mr. Calinski made a motion to approve based on the area adjacent 
to the property included in the variance will not be affected in a substantial or adverse manner 
by the approval of this request. Motion was seconded by Mr. Davis and carried over 3-0. 
Chairman Kouros abstained given he was not present for the presentation.

B. B.Z.A. Case # 22-11 -28 31 W. U.S. 30 - Advance Financial Federal Credit Union

General Location: 31 W. U.S. 30 - Piazza Trenta, Lot 2

Petitioner (s): Vanadco Signs - Tim Overmyer



Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. I 797, Title XIX, Section 6, 
Paragraph 1 (2)

Purpose: To allow replacement of a free standing sign on a 15 1.91' lot width 
(500‘ Lot Width Required)

Chairman Kouros stated that B.Z.A Case # 22-11-28 and # 22-11-29: the purpose to allow 
portions of the display areas of the free-standing sign larger than 24 sq. ft. and a 
programmable message display area of over 15% (Requesting 40 sq. ft. for each display area 
and a programmable message display area of over 15%)- would be heard together.
Chairman Kouros confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were in 
order for both B.Z.A cases.

Tim Overmyer of Vanadco Signs, located at 10625 State Road 10 Argos. IN- along with 
Advance President Jerry Gomez and VP of Operations Chuck Snyder, stated Advance 
Financial Federal Credit Union is looking to update the sign which was initially installed in 
August of 2004. To make the sign appear more refreshed and modern, they are proposing to 
make the sign 35 sq. ft. less than existing, but keeping the message center at 40 sq. ft. Mr. 
Overmyer stated it's important to keep the message center as is, due to the fact this is a small 
company; the only way the Credit Union can get messages on events out to members and the 
community is with the message center.

Mr. Kouros asked for questions from the Board members. There being no questions or 
comments, Mr. Kouros opened the matter to the floor. Mr. Fred Mooney from 92 W Lincoln 
Dr. which backs up to the 11 acre parcel, which is adjacent to the Credit Union. Mr. Mooney 
stated part of the 1 1 acres are still zoned at R-l, and is worried about light pollution. Mr. 
Mooney informed the Board that he has driven up and down Route 30. and has not seen any 
lights of that magnitude being so bright near a residential neighborhood used. Also, he is not 
opposed about the sign itself, just the light he will see in his back window.

Mr. Volkmann stated that there are other electric signs near that area. Mr. Mooney’s other 
concern is to his understanding that initially signage from a residential neighborhood had to 
be approximately 450-500 ft.- but this puts it about 150 ft. from his back door. Mr. Mooney 
thanked the board and sat down. Mr. Kouros asked if there are any other residents who 
would like to discuss this topic.

Mr. Larry Radowski of 80 W. Lincoln Dr. stated he is opposed due to the sign being approx. 
400-500 ft. from his home. Mr. Radowski is worried about the aesthetic and the bright light, 
making his property less attractive to people in the area. Mr. Mark Reichert of 61 W\ Lincoln 
Dr. informed the Board that Advance Financial Federal Credit Union can be seen from his 
front porch; also that there is a reason these ordinances were set so that it doesn’t become a 
nuisance to the residents; Mr. Radowski does not approve of this- the sign is not meeting the 
requirements now, and they should not put up a sign that shouldn’t be there, and double its 
size.

Mr. Kouros verified if the red lines in the packet provided showed the difference between the 
sign and proposed sign. Mrs. Sue Cusick of 68 W. Lincoln Dr.- directly behind Credit Union 
is opposed to this sign. Mr. Jeff Lux of 37 W Lincoln Dr.. Mr. Jerry Chalko of 2012 Anna St. 
as well as Mr. Benjamin Gubatanga of 2000 Anna St. are all opposed. With there being no 
further comments from the floor. Mr. Kouros brought the matter back to the Board.

Mr. Overmyer confirmed with Mr. Jarvis that the sign would be smaller than it is now; the 
sign will have self-dim, bringing the LED on message board down to 3%: at night. This will 
also be at a 130 degree angle, so that it will not be intrusive on the sides. It will only be for 
the Credit Union itself- along with Amber and Silver alerts, with the possibility of weather 
alerts as well. Mr. Cal inski asked what the true distance from the sign to the property line is. 
Mr. Volkmann answered that per the plot, it appears to be about 576 ft. Mr. Davis asked and 
Mr. Overmyer confirmed that the sign will be more energy efficient. Mr. Overmyer states the 
square footage of the current sign is 134 sq. ft., with the new sign only being 99.5 sq. ft., 
being approximately 20% less sign; and would like 15% more space for the digital display 
board. Mr. Kouros is concerned the message board will be much bigger than what the 
ordinance calls for.

Mr. Cal inski asks if there is any technology, or any kind of small shield that could be erected 
to minimize the impact of light out of different directions. Mr. Overmyer stated that with the 
LED lights not being very big- the most it will go out would be 130 degrees at the sides; he is 
not aware of any shields. Mr. Kouros believes the issue is the open space being detrimental 
to the residents.



There being no comments, questions, or course of action- Mr. Jarvis made a motion for 
approval of B.Z.A Case # 22-11-28 and # 22-1 1-29 pursuant to all State. Local, or Federal 
Regulations; any fees to the Town of Schererville being kept current. Mr. Estrada stated with 
no second, there must be another motion made from the Board, a motion to defer for there to 
be a full Board to make a decision; a motion to defer cannot be made to circumvent the 
public. If there is no motion to defer for the 5th member, then a motion to deny must be 
made. Mr. Volkmann clarified to the Board that there are two different BZA requests, the 
first for the existence of the sign- and does not have anything to do with the LED part of it.

Mr. Jarvis would like to keep his motion for the first request in place, with further discussion 
for the second. Mr. Estrada states Mr. Jarvis’ motion failed and could restate his motion. Mr. 
Calinski made a new motion for approval on Case # 22-11-28 with a second by Mr. Jarvis 
and carried 4-0.

Mr. Jarvis asked if there could be a demo sign made to let the neighbors see for the second 
request. Mr. Overmyer agreed that he could make a demo sign, not the exact size, but pretty 
close to that. Mr. Jarvis requested a demonstration of the sign with dimming effects so the 
neighbors could see it. Mr. Davis asked in the addition to that, the Board be made aware of 
when the demonstration would be prior to the next meeting. Mr. Estrada advises against the 
Board being made aware; recommending that perhaps a video be made for the Board to see as 
a group. Mr. Overmyer is in agreement.

C. B.Z.A Case #22-11-29 31 W. U.S. 30- Advance Financial Federal Credit Union

General Location: 3 1 W. U.S. 30 - Piazza Trenta, Lot 2

Petitioner(s): Vanadco Signs - Tim Overmyer

Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XIX. Section 6. 
Paragraph 1 (4)

Purpose: To allow portions of the display areas of the free standing sign larger than 24 sq. ft. 
and a programmable message display area of over 15% (Requesting 40 Sq. Ft. for 
each display area and a programmable message display area of over 15%)

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to defer to the next scheduled meeting, and was seconded by Mr. 
Davis. The motion was carried 4-0. For discussion see above.

D. B.Z.A. Case # 22-1 1-30 438 Hilbrich Dr. - Sanjin Cancar

General Location: 438 Hilbrich Dr. - Lake of the Meadows, Lot 25

Petitioner(s): Jefferson Electric. LLC - Rob Walsman

Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVII. Section 
22. Paragraph C (3)

Purpose: To allow 488.3 Sq. Ft. of roof-mounted solar (80 Sq. Ft. Maximum)

Mr. Kouros asked the Petitioner to state his name and address for the record. Mr. Rob 
Walsman of Jefferson Electric, located at 2950 E Hanna Ave. Indianapolis, IN 46227; Mr. 
Estrada stated that all proofs of publication were in order.

Mr. Kouros asked if there is anyone present on this matter to step up. while the Board reviews 
the proposal provided. Mr. Kenton Duncan of 349 Hilbrich Dr. represents the Lake of the 
Meadows Association. Mr. Duncan informs the board they are not against solar, but feels the 
boxes being proposed are more of an industrial look in an R-l subdivision. Mr. Duncan, and 
the residents he is representing, are very much opposed.

Mrs. Effie Economopoulos of 2835 Jarrett Dr. is also a member of the Lake of the Meadows, 
but not with the association due to being in the inside and not the lake side. Mrs. 
Economopoulos believes solar panels are generally a great idea, but wishes to view what it 
would look like for a better understanding. Mr. Volkmann gave her the proposal to view.
Mr. Chris Witter of 337 Hilbrich Dr., is not opposed to solar panels, but feels it would detract 
from the value of the homes. There being no further comments from the floor, Mr. Kouros 
brought it to the Board. Mr. Davis asked where the solar panels would exactly be placed 
given that the proposed home is on a corner lot. Mr. Walsman stated that the solar would be



placed above the garage, facing the pool, and on the Northeast side of the home facing the 
neighbor.

Mr. Kouros informed the board that along with Case #22-11-30, we would also be hearing 
Case #22-11-31: to allow several roof-mounted solar panels to be installed facing side yards 
West and Northeast. Mr. Cal inski made a motion to defer Case #22-11-30 and Case #22-1 1- 
3 I to the next meeting; requesting for an overview shot of how this would look on the home 
and the adjacent neighbors views, in hopes to get a better understanding on what is being 
proposed. This was seconded by Mr. Davis and was carried 4-0.

E. B.Z.A. Case #22-11-31 438 Hilbrich Dr. - Sanjin Cancar

General Location: 438 Hilbrich Dr. - Lake of the Meadows, Lot 25

Petitioner(s): Jefferson Electric, LLC - Rob Walsman

Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVII. Section 
22. Paragraph C (1)

Purpose: To allow several roof-mounted solar panels to be installed facing side yards West 
and Northeast

Or discussion see above. Mr. Calinski made a motion to defer Case #22-11 -30 and Case #22- 
11-31 to the next meeting; requesting for an overview shot of how this would look on the 
home and the adjacent neighbors views, in hopes to get a better understanding on what is 
being proposed. This was seconded by Mr. Davis and was carried 4-0.

III. COMMISSION BUSINESS

A. Cancellation of December Board of Zoning Appeals Public Meeting

B. Findings of Fact:

1. B.Z.A. Case #22-9-21 126 W. Joliet St. - Lotton Development - Steve Kil
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVI. Section 6- 
To allow construction of a single family home within the Joliet St. Overlay District

APPROVED (4-0) 9/26/22
Mr. Davis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried 4-0.

2. B.Z.A. Case #22-9-22 126 W Joliet St. - Lotton Development - Steve Kil 
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title V, Section 4 
Paragraph A- To allow a lot area of 6,750 Sq. t. with a lot width of 50' at the building 
line (8.750 Sq. Ft. lot area and 70’ at the building line Required)

APPROVED - (4-0) 9/26/22
Mr. Davis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Calinski and 
carried 4-0.

3. B.Z.A. Case #22-9-23 126 W. Joliet St. - Lotton Development- Steve Kil 
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797. Title V. Section 4 
Paragraph C - To allow' 5’ side yards (7’ Required)

APPROVED - (4-0) 9/26/22
Mr. Davis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Calinski and carried 
4-0.

4. B. Z. A. Case #22-9-24 730 Kathleen Dr. - Leigh & Betty Bauman 
Petitioner(s): Tron Solar. LLC - Andy Beckett
Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797. Title XVII. Section 22. 
paragraph C (3) - to allow 508 Sq. Ft. of ground mounted solar panels.

APPROVED W/CONDITIONS (4-0) 9/26/22 
Mr. Calinski made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Davis and carried 
4-0.

5. B.Z.A. Case # 22-9-25 275 U.S. 30 - DC Commercial, Lot 2 (Proposed: Drive-thru) 
Petitioneds): Sumac, Inc. - Nick Georgiou
Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVI. Section 4. Paragraph C 
(2) ix-



To allow a retail building with a drive-thru lane located within the U.S. 30 Commercial 
Corridor Overlay District

FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION TO TOWN COUNCIL (4-0) 9/26/22 
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Cal inski and carried 
4-0.

6. B.Z.A. Case #22-9-26 1555 U.S. 41 - Wal Mart Stores, Inc.
Petitioneds): Wal Mart Stores, Inc. - Jamie Harris, Store Manager 
Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVII, Section 17- 
To allow (15) 20’ X lO” portable storage containers to be placed within the fenced 
garden center, yearly, to be placed on or after September 15th and removed no later than 
January 31st of every year

FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION TO TOWN COUNCIL (4-0) 9/26/22 
Mr. Calinski made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried 
4-0.

IV ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the matter was adjourned at 7:19 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:


