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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC MEETING
August 27, 2018

I.

CALL TO ORDER
The Meeting of the Board of Zoning Appeals Public Meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M.
by Chairman Michael Goldasich at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St, Schererville,
IN.
A. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
B. Roll Call
Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Chairman Michael Goldasich,
Vice-Chairman William Jarvis, Secretary Frank Camilli, and Mr. James Gorman. Let the
record show that Mr. Tom Kouros arrived at 6:03 P.M. after the roll call and after the
approval of the Minutes of the July 23 meeting. Staff present: Town Manager Robert
Volkmann, Planning Coordinator/Office Manager Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary
Norma Hollingsworth Rico, Attorney Alfredo Estrada, and councilmen Dave Dejong and
Tom Schmitt.
C. Approve Minutes of the Special Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of July 23, 2018
Mr. William Jarvis made a motion to approve the minutes which was seconded by Mr.
Frank Camilli and carried 4.0.

II.

PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. B.Z.A. Case #18-7-14 242 Lincoln Hwy. -(Proposed:

APEX Tattoo & Art Studio)

General Location: Lincoln Ridge Mall - Suite 242
Petitioner(s):

Aaron Peters

Request: Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVI, Section 4,
Paragraph C (2)
Purpose: To allow a Tattoo & Art Studio
Chairman Goldasich confirnted with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were
in order.
Mr. Aaron Peters from 6724 Coffman Dr., Schererville, stated that he had anticipated
having access to the projector, but due to technical difficulties had to rely on his brochure
with which the members of the Board had been presented.
Mr. Peters stated that he has been a professional tattoo artist for eleven years; and that he
has always worked in a professional environment. Mr. Peters added that every shop he
has worked in was OSHA certified and had been Blood-borne Pathogens trained.
Mr. Peters said that he has several awards arid has a large social media following; and
that if anyone were to be accepted into the Town of Schererville, he should be the one.
Mr. Pet~rs stated that Apex Studio is a tattoo shop first and foremost that would serve
high-end clientele by appointment only. Mr. Peters stated that many shops offer walkins, but that his would not. Mr. Peters further stated that his shop would employ artists
that would have large social media followings and a large clientele base that would not
require walk-in traffic.
Mr. Peters explained that his studio would also offer permanent cosmetics which has
been gaining popularity; and that he would not offer body piercings which would attract a
less-mature clientele. In addition, Mr. Peters stated that they would offer micro-blading
which is also gaining popularity and is trending.

Mr. Peters was an alum of the American Academy of Art in Chicago; and had his Walter
Payton portrait shown on FOX News. Walter Payton's son Jared had tweeted of photo of
that portrait. Mr. Peters stated that he has had three NFL players (one retired and two
current players) that want to pay for his travel to California to have him do work on them;
and that this doesn't happen to an average artist.
Vice-Chairman Jarvis stated that the artwork on his pamphlet was really good-quality
work. Mr. Peters replied that is what he does every day; and that he does not do anything
considered to be offensive. Mr. Peters explained that he has to turn away more people
than he can schedule. Mr. Peters added that he doesn't anticipate every artist that he
employs to have that same status; but that they will be close. Mr. Peters reiterated that he
does n01want to cater to youthful or immature "popcorn" or small tanoos that a lot of
shops offer. Mr. Peters explained that he wants to be northwest Indiana's first
appointment-only client studio.
Chairman Goldasich asked how many people he planned on employing. Mr. Peters
replied that currently he has one person in mind for the micro-blading and permanent
cosmetics; but that as far as artists, he has no one besides himself at this time. Mr. Peters
added that the recruitment process would be very extensive; and there would be a lot of
factors for him to consider. Mr. Peters further stated that if approval were granted, he
anticipates people coming out of the woodwork from other states seeking potential
employment with his shop.
Chairman Goldasich asked if the OSHA Certification was the premiere certification or if
there were others required. Mr. Peters replied that OSHA is the only one to his
knowledge; and that to work at any conventions, they require OSHA Certification up to
date and a Health Department check. Mr. Peters said that safety is a concern; and that he
invites OSHA and the Heath Department to do random checks anytime.
Mr. Gorman asked if they had sharp containers for needles and/or equipment. Mr. Peters
replied that before, they used to use sterilization equipment much like a dentist's ortice;
but lately, the industry has gone to disposables. Mr. Peters explained that anything
coming in contact with human skin or fluid is disposable such as the tip of the machine.
Mr. Peters added that the actual needles would be disposed of in a sharps container that
would be picked up by a company that handles sharps. Mr. Petcrs further stated that
anything that would come in contact with blood or fluid would be one-hundred percent
disposable; and that he would not allow tubes that house the needles and require
sterilization to be used.
Mr. Camilli asked for clarification that the disposables would go to a company. Mr.
Peters replied that it would be a haz-mat company that would come once a week or once
a month. Mr. Camilli asked ifMr. Peters had scoped out such a company. Mr. Peters
said he had not yet done so; but that he assumed with all of the doctor's and dentist's
ortices in the area, it would not be hard to come in contact with them and set up an
arrangement.

Chairman Goldasich opened the maner up to the public. There being no questions or
comments, it was returned to the Board. Mr. Jarvis asked what the hours of operation
would be. Mr. Peters replied that it would be roughly from noon until 8:00 P.M. which
are the hours he has worked for the majority of his career; and that those hours suit his
personal schedule. Mr. Peters added that there is a stigma oftanoo places being a hangout for gangs and bikers; and that he would not allow that. Mr. Peters said that smoking
in front would be prohibited; and that he would see if there was an area out back to
accommodate smokers. Mr. Peters brought up decor and said that he will not have
dragons and flames all over the walls. Mr. Peters said it would be a modern-minimalistic
decor probably in blacks and grays with vinyl flooring; and probably nothing that is
typical with most tanoo shops.
Mr. Jarvis asked if the Health Department had to inspect them, and if they would do
random inspections going into the future. Mr. Peters replied that at shops he has worked
for had to be inspected prior to opening, and then random checks could be done at any
time; and that he had no problem with that.
Mr. Kouros asked if the inside would be similar to a barber shop with two chairs or if
they would have separate rooms like a doctor's ortice. Mr. Peters replied that it is similar
to a barber shop or hair salons; and that his artists will have stations with chairs or
massage tables depending on the position of the part of the body being tattooed. Mr.
Kouros asked how long it would take for the pictures depicted in his pamphlet. Mr.
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Peters replied that a typical portrait could take anywhere between three to five hours. Mr.
Kouros reiterated that he could have one client in the shop for five hours and that he
would be hiring one other artist. Mr. Peters replied yes and added that it is possible he
could also be hiring a receptionist, but that it was unlikely because he didn't plan on
catering to the walk-in traffic. Mr. Peters said he didn't plan on selling any jewelry, but
that he might sell prints of artwork on T-shirts or something like that; but that those are
things that he himself could handle. Mr. Kouros asked what the price range would be for
something like the military person on his pamphlet. Mr. Peters replied that it would
depend on the demand for the artist and the quality. Mr. Peters said that his hourly rate
was much higher than anybody else in the area; and that a portrait would range from $600
to possibly $ I200. Mr. Kouros said that on a daily basis he could have maybe three
clients per day. Mr. Peters replied that he typically schedules only one person a day or
two. Mr. Peters added that he will split his day in half depending on the customer's pain
tolerance.
Mr. Camilli asked the square footage of the location he was looking at. Mr. Peters
replied approximately 1200. Mr. Camilli asked who the prior tenant was so he could get
a feel for the location. Mr. Peters replied that he believes they just put in a vape store to
the east. Mr. Camilli asked if the square footage would be conducive to two artists. Mr.
Peters said it could probably house up to four or five. Mr. Camilli asked ifhe would be
open from noon until 8:00 P.M. seven days. Mr. Peters replied that it depends on his
staft; but that he believed it would be open seven days. Mr. Peters added that the person
he is considering for the permanent makeup does bridal during weekends and that it
would probably be seven days, but that it would depend on the artist's schedule and
personal life. Mr. Camilli asked about the visual aspect of the studio. Mr. Peters replied
that as you walk in there would be a receptionist desk and a wall or halt:wall so that you
couldn't see all of the way through from the outside; and possibly a wall with window cut
outs.
Mr. Camilli asked about where this would be found in the ordinance. Chairman
Goldasich replied that it would be in the Excluded Uses. Mr. Volkmann said that it was
not a listed use and that it requires a Variance of Use.
Mr. Kouros asked if they were opening themselves up to future tattoo studios that did
cater to walk-ins and a younger clientele. Mr. Volkmann replied that each one would
need a separate petition for a Variance of Use and would be considered on the merits of
their presentation; and that for each one, it would be up to the legislative body (the Town
Council) to determine if it was allowable. Mr. Volkmann added that the Board of Zoning
would be voting on a favorable or unfavorable recommendation to the Town Council.
Mr. Volkmann said this does not open the door; and that everybody has to go through the
same process; and that each one would stand on its own merit. Mr. Volkmann added that
the Board could make the recommendation that they limit this to the one petitioner. Mr.
Volkmann said ifhe sells his studio. the new owner would have to go through the process
again.

Mr. Camilli asked for clarification that this did not set a precedence. Attorney Estrada
replied that in each Hearing, the Petitioner presents their own evidence; and that there is
never a precedent set by this Board and its actions. Attorney Estrada added that the
Board weighs the evidence presented by the Petitioner and the remonstrators for that
particular Petition. Attorney Estrada added that at a following Petition, you have
different evidence and different remonstrations; and that the Board makes a different
decision based on that, and that there is never a precedence set. Attorney Estrada further
stated that the Board can add a condition to their favorable recommendation if the Board
so decides, to allow the Variance to extinguish upon either a sale or transfer of property,
or that the Variance be on the one location.
Mr. Jarvis asked for confirmation that Mr. Peters was not going to do any body piercings.
Mr. Peters replied that he had no plans, and that he would not consider it.
Mr. Jarvis made a motion for a favorable recommendation of B.Z.A. Case # 18-7-14 to
the Town Council with the stipulation that the approval be to Mr. Peters only, and that no
body piercings can be done at this location. This was seconded by Mr. Gorman and
carried 5-0.
Chairnlan Goldasich wished Mr. Peters luck. Mr. Peters thanked the Board.

B. I3.Z.A. Case # 18-8-1 6 1033 Lincoln Hwy. - (Proposed: Jewelry Boutique & Repair)

•

General Location: 1033 Lincoln Dr. (F/K/A:
Petitioner(s):

Lucky Dragon)

Jimmy T. Kong & Ling Poon

Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XI,
Section 4, Paragraph B
Purpose: Corner Lot - 125' Lot Width required at the building line - Requesting 71 '
Chairman Goldasich confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication were
in order. Mr. Jimmy Kong from 1033 Route 30, along with Mr. Hahn Lam represented
the Petitioners. Mr. Lom said that he could answer questions about the building and that
Mr. Kong could answer questions about the jewelry.
Mr. Volkmann interjected and stated that this Petition is not about the use of the property;
and added that it is a non-conforming lot being narrower than allowed in a commercial
district. Mr. Volkmann further stated that the business he wants to put in is an allowed
use in the C-3 Zoning District. Mr. Volkmann said that when Route 30 was renovated,
the State put right-of-ways on this property so it is no longer a conforming lot. Mr.
Volkmann stated that the Variance is to allow the continuance ofa non-conforming lot;
and that the second part of the Petition will be in front of the Plan Commission plotting
the non-conforming lot into a lot of record. Mr. Volkmann said that they will do an
Overlay District presentation for the Plan Commission and plotting at the same time Mr.
Volkmann further stated that this is an existing non-conforming lot and that the hardship
is that there is no way to change it.
Chairman Goldasich opened the matter to the public. There being no questions or
comments from the audience, the matter was returned to the Board for a Course of
Action.
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve B.Z.A. Case # 18-8-16 pursuant to all State, Federal,
and Local Regulations. This was seconded by Mr. Camilli and carried 5-0.
III.

COMMISSION

BUSINESS

A. Findings of Fact:
I.

B.Z.A. Case #18.7-15 5050 W. Lincoln Hwy. (Proposed: Contractor's Offices and
Climate Controlled Storage Space Business Office)
Petitioner(s): Ken Christensen
Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVI, Section 4,
Paragraph C (2) - To allow contractor's businesses, climate controlled storage and
business office space.
FA VORABLE RECOMMENDA nON TO TOWN
COUNCIL (4-0) 7/23/2018
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Gorman and
carried 4-0.

B. Correspondence
Mr. Volkmann stated there was no correspondence.
IV.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:33 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:

/2£1/(;£
Frank Camilli, Secretary

