
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ZONING 
APPEALS PUBLIC MEETING 
February 27, 2023

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom Kouros at 6:04 P.M. at the Schererville 
Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Chairman Tom Kouros, 
Secretary Rick Calinski, and Mr. William Jarvis. Staff present: Town Manager James 
Gorman, Director of Operations Andrew Hansen, Planning & Building Administrator 
Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth Rico, Attorney Christian 
Bartholomew, and Councilman Caleb Johnson. Absent were Vice Chairman Michael 
Davis, Mr. Eric Kundich, and CounciIwoman Robin Arvanitis.

C. Approve Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of January 23, 2023

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Calinski and carried 
3-0.

II. PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. B.Z.A. Case #22-11-30 438 Hilbrich Dr. - Sanjin Cancar

General Location: 438 Hilbrich Dr. - Lake of the Meadows, Lot 25

Petitioner(s): Jefferson Electric, L.L.C. - Rob Walsman

Request: Developmental Variance as required by Ordinance No 1797, Title XVII, 
Section 22, Paragraph C (3)

Purpose: To allow 488.3 S.F. of roof-mounted solar (80 S.F. Maximum)

Chairman Kouros stated that both Case #22-11-30 and #22-11-31 would be heard at the 
same time. Chairman Kouros confirmed with Attorney Bartholomew that the Proofs of 
Publication were in order or both cases.

Mr. Sanjin Cancar from 438 Hilbrich Dr. represented the Petitioners. Chairman Kouros 
asked if the new roof was the only change since he appeared previously. Mr. Cancar 
replied that there were three changes. 1. The new black roof. Mr. Cancar stated that the 
panels in the presentation were made to look lighter because it is black on black so they 
were not visible on the roof; 2. The panel type was changed to a completely dark panel 
with no visible grids; and 3. Mr. Cancar pointed out that 2493 Balkan Dr. has the same 
type of panels already installed and was approved in January of 2001.
Chairman Kouros opened the matter to the floor. There being no questions or comments 
from the floor, the matter was returned to the Board. Chairman Kouros asked Mr. 
Gorman if the Town Council was any closer to resolving the issue of solar panels. Mr. 
Gorman said that they were still working on the new ordinance. Mr. Calinski asked if 
there were a rough time line. Mr. Gorman replied that they are approximately at 85% and 
anticipated it would be complete by the end of the year.

Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve B.Z.A. Case #22-11-30 pursuant to all State, Local, 
and Federal Regulations; which is based on the fact that this does not affect any safety, 
welfare of the general public, and that he does not believe it will affect the property 
values of the surrounding properties; and that overall, the Petitioner has done everything 
to comply with what the Board had requested and that people had brought up in earlier 
meetings. This was seconded by Mr. Calinski and carried 3-0.

B. B.Z.A. Case #22-11-31 438 Hilbrich Dr. - Sanjin Cancar

General Location: 438 Hilbrich Dr. - Lake of the Meadows, Lot 25



Petitioner(s): Jefferson Electric, L.L.C. - Rob Walsman

Request: Developmental variance as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XVII, 
Section 22, Paragraph C (1)

Purpose: To allow several roof-mounted solar panels to be installed facing side yards 
West and Northeast

For discussion, see above. Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve B.Z.A. Case #22-11-31 
pursuant to all State, Local, and Federal Regulations, and all items from B.Z.A. Case 
#22-11-30 to apply to this case as well. This was seconded by Mr. Calinski and carried 
3-0.

C. B.Z.A. Case #23-2-2 7860 Burr St. - Care First Immediate Care/Imaging Center
Methodist Hospital

General Location: 7860 Burr St. - Diagnostic Plaza Addition, Lot 1

Petitioner(s): Lamar Outdoor Advertising - Shawn Pettit

Request: Variance of Use as required by Ordinance No. 1797, Title XIX, Section 4, 
Paragraph O

Purpose: To permit the relocation of an existing static, 10.5’ x 36’ off-premise
advertising structure to be relocated 600’ to the East, placed at a zero setback 
on side and front yards with an overall height of 48’

Chainnan Kouros confirmed with Attorney Bartholomew that the Proofs of Publication 
were in order.

Mr. Shawn Pettit, Real Estate Manager for Lamar Advertising 9900 Georgia St., Crown 
Point represented the Petitioners. Mr. Pettit explained that Lamar is requesting to 
relocate an existing billboard structure that is in conflict with the development at the new 
Zeigler Subaru on the north side of U.S. 30 just west of Burr St. Mr. Pettit pointed out 
that they have entered into a tentative lease agreement with Methodist Hospital who owns 
that property; and that they would be moving the sign 600’ to the east. Mr. Pettit stated 
that it will look exactly the same as the one that is out there, and is 10.5’ x 36’; that it 
would not be a digital, but a static on both sides with lamps on it to illuminate it. Mr. 
Pettit added that this is what Lamar refers to as a charitable rotary which is an extremely 
important strategic location for Lamar and some of the businesses in Schererville as well 
as Lake County and northwest Indiana that advertise with Lamar.

Chairman Kouros opened the matter to the floor. Ms. Joyce Heroux stated that she was 
here with her son Dylan who lives at 7775 Burr St, and that they thought this was about 
the Rolling Meadows sign which was installed by Public Works. Mr. Gorman explained 
that this case is about a billboard on U.S. 30; and that because Mr. Dylan Heroux lives 
within 300' of the property, they legally had to be notified of this particular case.

Mr. Ronald Behmke from 7805 Burr St. stated that he has been staring at the sign that 
they finally took down on Friday; and that he couldn’t image it being 600’ closer to the 
homes on Burr St. Mr. Behmke added that he lives next door to two elderly ladies that 
don’t like it either. Mr. Behmke stated that the all of the signs on U.S. 30 takes away the 
view completely. Mr. Behmke said they moved in thirty years ago when it was all 
farmers’ fields; and that now that it has all developed, he didn’t see the sense behind all 
of the huge billboards all over town. Mr. Behmke said that they stare directly at that sign 
from their front room window.

There being no further questions or comments from the floor, the matter was returned to 
the Board. Mr. Calinski asked if the existing billboard would be taken down. Mr. Pettit 
replied that it has been taken down at the request of Zeigler, and that they are trying to be 
a good neighbor. Mr. Calinski asked if it were a digital board. Mr. Pettit replied no, that 
it was a static board with two 400 watt lamps on each side of it, as does the other one that 
is out there. Mr. Pettit stated that the other large sign is in an easement that they 
purchased when Lamar was known as Whiteco probably back in the late 80’s. Mr. 
Calinski confirmed with Mr. Pettit that it would be a static for a static replacement. Mr. 
Pettit advised Mr. Calinski that with the exception of the sleeve and the foundation, the 
head of the sign they took down at Zeigler will be recycled, and will probably end up



with a new column based on the foundation design. Mr. Pettit said that once they get a 
favorable recommendation here and approval by the Town Council, they will order a soil 
test, get the final engineering done, and submit the drawings to Ms. Sulek and Planning & 
Building.

Mr. Jarvis asked if it would be the same height. Mr. Pettit replied yes, 48’ overall. Mr. 
Jarvis asked if the width would be the same which was confirmed by Mr. Pettit. Mr. 
Jarvis asked how many years the sign had been there. Mr. Pettit said the one they took 
down had been there since the late 80?s. Mr. Jarvis asked it'it would be moved a little 
closer to U.S. 30. Mr. Pettit replied yes, and said that he will have to get a permit not 
only from the Town of Schererville, but a new INDOT permit, and that the State allows 
zero setback. Mr. Pettit added the Town of Schererville doesn’t allow any signs which is 
why they require a Use Variance; and that in Merrillville, they allow a 20' setback off of 
right-of-way lines. Mr. Jarvis asked if that would be the setback off the edge of the sign 
or the foundation. Mr. Pettit replied the edges of the sign, and added that it will have a 
catwalk on both sides and will “V” out so that back V will be right on the property line 
between Outlet A of Clarendale and Methodist; and the front catwalk will be right on the 
right-of-way line of U.S. 30 which is also Methodist's soulh property line. Mr. Jarvis 
mentioned that the number of signs in Schererville has decreased because they were 
taking down the small signs and going with the billboards. Mr. Pettit said they greatly 
appreciate the cooperative effort between the Town and Lamar, and that they have had a 
great relationship. Mr. Pettit added that with one of their signs they cooperate with the 
Schererville Parks Department two weeks every quarter for free community space 
advertising; and that they do that in every community. Mr. Jarvis stated that he 
appreciates that Lamar has limited the number of signs and decreased the total inventory 
in the Town of Schererville; and that he is aware that their digital signs help the 
community with Silver Alerts, and Amber Alerts. Mr. Pettit added that they also do 
weather warnings, utility problems with Public Works, water-main breaks, or something 
with the sewer. Mr. Pettit said that they can change copy within fifteen minutes if it is 
ready by the community.

Mr. Jarvis asked why they didn’t do LED here. Mr. Pettit replied that currently there 
hasn’t been a demand. Mr. Pettit said they have one they consider a cross-read at the 
Merrillville/Schererville line at Wild Bills. Mr. Pettit said that the Town of Schererville 
has a lease with Lamar for the cross-read sign on the bike trail by Von Tobel; and that 
there has been discussion whether they are interested in flipping that digital on the 
Town’s lease so it is a right-hand read. Mr. Pettit mentioned that the board near 
Giordano’s is booked out for the next two years, and that they are extremely popular with 
the business community. Mr. Jarvis said his thinking is that if they have LED, they don’t 
have to have the people climbing the scaffolding, especially in the windy areas.

Mr. Jarvis asked if there will be landscaping around the base of the sign. Mr. Pettit said 
he would be more than happy to put some things around the base of the column; but to 
keep in mind that there will be a 1’ to 2’ concrete ring around the bottom of the column. 
Mr. Jarvis suggested painting the concrete green and then plant the flowers around it. 
Mr. Jarvis said he would like to see something done.

Mr. Calinski made a motion for a Favorable Recommendation to the Town Council for 
B.Z.A. Case #23-2-2 based upon the elimination of one sign and replacing with like-for 
like; not seeing any hindrance with the public wellbeing or safety, or property values.
Mr. Jarvis said that he would second the motion with discussion, and asked Mr. Calinski 
if he would amend his motion with the additional condition that landscaping is to be done 
around the base. Mr. Calinski agreed to the amendment. This carried 3-0.

III. COMISSION BUSINESS

B.Z.A. Case #22-11-29 31 W. U.S. 30 - Advance Financial Federal Credit UnionA.
Petitioner(s): Vanadco Signs - Tim Overmyer
Developmental Variance - To allow portions of the display areas of the free-standing 
sign larger than 24 S.F. and a programmable message display area of over 15% 
(Requesting 40 S.F. for each display area and a programmable message display area of 
over 15%)

APPROVED W/CONDITIONS (4-1) 1/23/23 
Mr. Jarvis made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Calinski and carried
3-0.

B.Z.A. Case #23-1-1 5625 Burr Ridge Circle-B.
Rajesh Reddy Ryapaku & Swetha Talusani



Petitioners): Rajesh Reddy Ryapaku 
Developmental Variance - To allow construction of
a 6-foot high vinyl fence to extend a maximum 30-feet over the building line on a comer
lot

APPROVED W/CONDITION S (5-0) 1/3/23 
Mr. Cal inski made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried
3-0.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:28 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:


