
TOWN OF SCHERERVILLE    SCHERERVILLE, IN  

REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING              APRIL 3, 2019 

 

 

 The Regular Park Board Meeting of the Town of Schererville, Indiana, 

was called to order by President Brad Bassick at 6:00 p.m. in the Schererville 

Town Hall, 10 East Joliet Street, Schererville, Indiana. 

 

 The Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 Attendance was taken with the following Board Members present: Brad 

Bassick, Tom Malinowski, Joe Skvarek, and Ed Repay.  Staff members present: 

Superintendent John Novacich, Attorney Alfredo Estrada, and Recording 

Secretary Kristen Bohling.   

 

 THEREUPON, Approval of minutes for March 6, 2019 

 

Mr. Skvarek made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. 

Repay.  All in favor (4-0). 
 

THEREUPON, Correspondence NONE 
 
 THEREUPON, Acceptance of Donations 

 

ITEM A. Mathnasium of Crossroads - $150.00 

 

 Mr. Novacich said this donation is for the Breakfast for the Bunny event.  

 

ITEM. B. Action Sports Racing - $100.00 

 

 Mr. Novacich said this donation will be used for the Breakfast with the 

Bunny event or to buy candy for the Flashlight Egg Hunt event.   

 

 Mr. Malinowski asked Attorney Estrada if both donations could be in one 

motion.  Attorney Estrada said yes.  

 

 Mr. Malinowski made a motion to approve the donation of $150.00 from 

Mathnasium of Crossroads and $100.00 from Action Sports Racing.  Mr. Repay 

seconded the motion.  All in favor (4-0). 

 
THEREUPON, Reports 

 
 Mr. Novacich briefly went over upcoming events at the Parks Department.  

 

 Mr. Novacich said that DLZ dropped off the feasibility study for Pennsy 

Phase IV for the Board to review.   

 

 Mr. Novacich said the new cans and tables came in and will be put out at 

the different parks.  

 

 Mr. Novacich said the new dog park fence and gate was installed. He also 

said there are going to be additional rails added so people cannot open the gate 

from the outside by reaching an arm through the rails.   

 
THEREUPON, Old Business   
 

ITEM B. Girl’s Softball Lease Agreement 

 

 Sonya Rhody, from Schererville Girls Softball, approached the Board to 

discuss concerns she and the Softball Board had with the new lease agreement.  

Her first concern was in regards to the days and times of Rohrman is available 

should it become available.  Ms. Rhody said in the past it was Monday and 



Wednesday nights, but the new lease states it is upon prior approval for any 

schedule days and times.  She said it is easier when scheduling if there is a set day 

and time the fields are available to them, also if there in the case of a rainout on 

Monday it would be an easy and quick turnaround to reschedule on Wednesday.  

Attorney Estrada said he used that language because the direction from the Board 

was some guidance was needed from Girls’ Softball on what days they were going 

to use and Mr. Novacich was going to take that and see if it fit with all other users.  

Mr. Novacich said that in the past if the schedule had a game or a practice on a 

different day was more lenient, however now with the work being done at 

Rohrman there is anticipation for more people to want to rent the field a more 

specific time frame would help with being able to rent it out to more people. 

 

 Ms. Rhody’s said the next concern was the current lease is April to April, 

however this one says the lease will end December 31.  She said there is no 

problem entering into a lease in January, but the Board should be aware that 

schedules will not be done at that time.  Mr. Novacich said in previous years the 

multi-year leases ended on December 31, but last year it was a single year lease 

that was entered into in April and the language probably stated a 1-year period. 

Attorney Estrada said in previous years there have been last minute contracts, so a 

contract expiring on December 31, 2019 brings the parties together sooner.   Mr. 

Novacich the other thing is if travel teams start calling him in January or February 

to rent the fields and the new contract does not start until April it would make it 

difficult.  Mr. Bassick asked Ms. Rhody if her concern with the new lease starting 

in January is that sign-ups have not started. Ms. Rhody said yes, sign-ups do not 

start until January and February so they will not know until the beginning of 

March how many teams they have.  Mr. Bassick asked her if she would be more 

comfortable with some language in the agreement stating that the schedule is 

needed prior to usage.  Attorney Estrada said he can add a mandatory supplement.  

Ms. Rhody said yes.   

 

 Ms. Rhody said the next concern was the lease amount.  She said the 

Softball Board thought the lease would be reduced more.  She said if the lease 

amount divided by the amount of fields used, Rohrman accounted for $728.00.  

The Softball Board thought that amount should be taken off for the spring and then 

again in the fall if Rohrman was still not available.  Ms. Rhody said Rohrman was 

not available in the fall of last year and softball still paid the $3400.00 and they 

were hoping to see some recouping from that.  Mr. Novacich said the $3,400.00 is 

already a discounted amount, so that method is skewed since the discount is 

already factored in. Mr. Bassick added that they are getting the same amount of 

games and causing wear and tear at the fields, they just are not at Rohrman, and it 

was taken into consideration that many games were played, hence the percentages 

taken off for each season that Rohrman is not available. Ms. Rhody said that she 

understands. 

 

 Ms. Rhody said another concern had to do with the equipment and usage, 

however if the plan is for the park staff to man the fields, then that is not a concern.  

Mr. Novacich said that would have to be discussed because the park staff does not 

chalk the fields for the adult league.  He said maybe if softball does have 

equipment it is in separate locked locker, but he does not want the league to have a 

tractor down there. Ms. Rhody said that it would come down to what the 

responsibilities of park staff versus softball, which will be all worked out as time 

goes on.  

 

 Ms. Rhody said the last concern is that the section about concession was 

taken out of the lease and she wanted to make sure they were still allowed to use 

the concession at Stephen Park.  Attorney Estrada said he and Mr. Novacich 

discussed it and that section will be put back in for Stephen Park. Mr. Novacich 

asked Attorney Estrada if there needs to be a motion to include the concession in 

the lease.  Attorney Estrada said the Board can make motion for him to edit the 

lease as discussed. 

 

 Mr. Repay made a motion allow Attorney Estrada to edit at will, in 

reference to what was discussed seconded, by Mr. Malinowski.  All in favor (4-0).   



 

ITEM A. Nick Foundation Usage Request 

 

 Mr. Novacich said Donna Criner, from the Nick Foundation, could not be 

at the meeting, so he will speak on her behalf.  The event will be on Sunday, 

Septemeber 8, from 10am-6pm.  He said there were some loose items from the last 

meeting that she has addressed since then.  Mr. Novacich said Orange Theory will 

be handling the 5K walk/run, Ms. Criner had spoke with Sam DeCero and 

purchased an event permit, the live band was secured and Broadway music will be 

setting up the stage.  He said Ms. Criner asked if the Board would consider 

donating or reducing the $750.00 fee for the Showmobile.  Mr. Repay asked if 

$750.00 was the reduced fee for non-for-profit. Mr. Novacich it is the fee for out 

of town non-for-profit and he was thinking the Board could charge the in-town fee 

of $500.00 since the event was going to be held in Redar Park.  He also said that 

Brian from Broadway Music is familiar with opening and closing the Showmobile 

as he has done it for the festival so there would be no need to have any staff out 

there to close it.  Mr. Novacich said Patti’s Gymnastics is going to provide the 

obstacle course.  He said Ms. Criner would like to use the concession stand for 

some of the food vendors and those vendors would have to provide a certificate of 

insurance.  He also said Ms. Criner was considering having a beer garden, but has 

decided against it. Mr. Bassick asked Mr. Novacich if there is a fee for the use of 

the concession stand.  Mr. Novacich said that there is no set fee for using that.  Mr. 

Skvarek asked Mr. Novacich what his recommendation would be since there is no 

set fee.  Mr. Novacich said that he would recommend charging the in-town non-

for-profit fee of $500.00 for the Showmobile and allowing them to use the 

concession stand.     

 

 Mr. Repay made a motion to charge the non-for-profit in-town fee of 

$500.00, seconded by Mr. Skvarek. 

 

 Attorney Estrada said there were two recommendations from Mr. Novacich 

and both should be included in the motion.   

 

 Mr. Repay amended his motion to include the use of the concession stand. 

Mr. Skvarek seconded.  All in favor (4-0). 

 

ITEM C. Any other business from the Park Board  NONE 

 
THEREUPON, New Business 

 
ITEM A. Consider Approval of Crossroads Marathon Usage Request 

 
 Mr. Novacich said Frank Johnson, from Action Sports Racing, could not 

attend the meeting so he will be speaking on his behalf as well. Mr. Novacich said 

Mr. Johnson is requesting the fee for shelter be waived and use of Rohrman park in 

exchange for naming the Parks Department as a sponsor.  He also said Mr. 

Johnson plans to donate a $100.00 each for a spring, summer, fall, and winter 

event.  There will not be any food or beer vendors, however he does have Under 

Armor coming to provide snacks and post-race massages.  Mr. Novacich said Mr. 

Johnson will provide a certificate of insurance with the correct language.  He also 

said Mr. Johnson did obtain a special event permit and the fire department will 

have an ambulance on standby for that day.  

 

 Mr. Malinowski made a motion to approve the Crossroads Marathon on 

May 26, at Rohrman Park, including the shelter usage, seconded by Mr. Repay.  

All in favor (4-0).   

 
ITEM B. Consider Approval of Showmobile Request – Indian Medical Association 

of Northwest Indiana 

 



 Mr. Novacich said this is a non-for-profit organization that was verified 

through the state website.  He said he and Michael Rudd inspected the site at the 

Indian Cultural Center in Merrillville.   

 

 Attorney Estrada said he is going to recuse himself from discussion on this 

request as Dr. V.J. Davi is one of his clients.  

 

 Mr. Novacich said since it is a weekend event, if the request is approved, 

the Showmobile will be taken there on Friday and picked up on Monday.  He said 

there is not any conflicts with the date.  Mr. Novacich the fee would $750.00 for 

the out-of-town non-for-profit rate and that it is contingent on receiving a 

certificate of insurance from them.  

 

 Mr. Repay made a motion to accept the application from the Indian 

Medical Association for the Showmobile for their event on May 17, from 3-8pm, 

at the out-of-town non-for-profit rate, pending on proof of insurance.  Mr. Skvarek 

seconded the motion.  All in favor (4-0). 

 
ITEM C. Consider Approval of Showmobile Reqeust – Faith Church 

 
 Mr. Novacich said this is for an outdoor service and barbeque at Redar 

Park on August 11.  The service would be at 10am and the barbeque will be right 

after.  Mr. Novacich said this would be charged the in-town non-for-profit rate of 

$500.00.  He said the stage will be already set up from the NWI Symphony event 

from the night before.  

 

 Mr. Malinowski made a motion to accept the request for the Faith Church 

outdoor service and barbeque on August 11, 2019 from 10am-1pm at Redar Park.  

Mr. Repay seconded the motion.  All in favor (4-0). 

 
ITEM D. Consider Adoption of Resolution No. 2019-01 Recommending 

Amendments to Recreation Activity Fee Schedule 

 

 Mr. Novacich said the amendment is “Exhibit A.”  He said the changes give the 

Parks Department a broader range for per day sessions versus 6-10 week blocks.    

 

 Mr. Repay made a motion to accept the amendment to the Activity Fee Schedule 

dated April 2019, seconded by Mr. Skvarek.  All in favor (4-0) 

 
ITEM E. Any other from Park Board 

 
 The Board agreed that the discussion of park fees will be added to the 

agenda of the study session on April 10, at 5pm.   

 

 THEREUPON, Business from the Floor  NONE 

 

Mr. Malinowski made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Skvarek. 

 

Next Park Board meeting will be held on May 1, 2019. 

 

 

      _______________________________ 
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