
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL 
PLAN COMMISSION PUBLIC 
MEETING 
October 17, 2022

CALL TO ORDERI.

The Special Plan Commission Public Meeting was called to order at 6:04 P.M. by President 
Thomas Anderson at the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. Joliet St.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: President Thomas Anderson, 
Vice-President William Jarvis, Secretary Gary Immig, and Mr. Alex Gorman. Staff 
present: Town Manager Robert Volkmann. Planning Coordinator/Office Manager 
Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth Rico, Ms. Megan Schiltz, 
Attorney Alfredo Estrada, and Councilman Caleb Johnson. Absent were Mr. Chris Rak, 
Mr. Drew Thomas, Mr. Tom Kouros, and Director of Operations James Gorman.

II. PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. P.C. Case #22-10-19 PLAN COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2022-02
RESOLUTION OF THE SCHERERVILLE PLAN COMISSION APPROVING A 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF SCHERERVILLE REDEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION DESIGNATING AND DECLARING THE ILLIANA 
SPEEDWAY/RTE. 30 CORRIDOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AREA AND 
APPROVING AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN

President Anderson confirmed with Attorney Estrada that Proofs of Publication were not 
required.

Mr. Volkmann explained that the Town has designated the redevelopment area which 
will be a future TIF District for the development in the Uliana park area. Mr. Volkmann 
pointed out that the boundaries are roughly from Cline Ave. to Burr St. east and west; and 
then from Rohrman Rd. to 75th St. north and south; but it will extend west of Cline Ave. 
along the frontage of Rt. 30 to Austin Ave. on the south side of 30. Mr. Volkmann added 
that everything on the north side of Rt.30 lies in the Kennedy Ave. TIF District.

Mr. Volkmann stated that the goal of the Redevelopment Commission was to create this 
Economic Development Area for future development on the Uliana property in 
Schererville. Mr. Volkmann also stated that there is a four-step process for approval:

1. The first action is taken by the Redevelopment Commission which was taken 
last week when they passed their Resolution.

2. The second phase is consideration by the Plan Commission for approval of 
their Resolution.

3. The third step is that it goes to the Town Council for review and 
recommendations.

4. The fourth step is that it goes back to the Redevelopment Commission for a 
Public Hearing.

Mr. Volkmann referred to the map presented, and stated that the idea was to capture the 
commercial properties in the area shown, and the boundaries he previously mentioned. 
Mr. Volkmann pointed out the west side all the way to Austin Ave. to the north side of 
the project at Cline, and then on the north side of 75th down to Burr, and then it comes up 
and catches the Commercial Corridor of Route 30, then it catches the corporate 
boundaries on the north side and picks up where the Land Rover Dealer is back across the 
vacant properties along 30, and encompasses all of the Rohrman Park, back along 
Rohrman Rd. along 77th and down Austin Ave., and captures everything along the south 
side of Route 30 to Austin. Mr. Volkmann said that the Resolution coming from the Plan 
Commission is one step in the four-step process.



President Anderson opened the matter to the floor. There being no questions or 
comments, the matter was returned to the Board. Mr. Immig asked what the Economic 
Development Plan entails exactly. Mr. Volkmann replied that the Redevelopment 
Commission is working in conjunction with the Town Council on developing Uliana; and 
the goal is to capture Uliana properties consisting of the original fifty acres and they just 
purchased six more to be recreational uses for the community. Mr. Volkmann stated that 
with the formation of the Economic Development, any commercial development within 
that area, the TIE dollars will help offset the cost of financing that development.

Mr. Volkmann said that they are still working on the Development Plan for Uliana which 
is similar to what Valparaiso is doing with their park property development, and 
Valparaiso’s preliminary design cost is $30,000,000. Mr. Volkmann added that any 
endeavor like this will be a long term project for the town, and that the Redevelopment 
District will have a life of twenty-five years according to the Indiana Statutes.

President Anderson asked or confirmation that once it is declared this zone, any new 
developments’ excess taxes from what they are currently would go towards the TIE. Mr. 
Volkmann said that any new development will capture the increment; and then any 
increases in increment of the existing property will also be captured. President Anderson 
mentioned the Subaru dealer. Mr. Volkmann said if this was in place with Clarendale 
went in, it would have captured that; and any increases in assessed value of any 
commercial property would be captured. President Anderson asked if it would have 
anything to do with any new development still going on. Mr. Volkmann replied that it 
won’t grab any of the residential properties. President Anderson said he was referring to 
the proposed Dunkin Donuts. Mr. Volkmann said the Dunkin Donuts is a new one going 
in, and that there is still a lot by Land Rover. Mr. Volkmann said it isn’t as big as the 
Kennedy Ave. TIE District, but that it will certainly help the community to offset the 
costs.

Mr. Alex Gorman made a motion for a favorable recommendation to the Town Council. 
Mr. Volkmann explained that it would be an approval of the Resolution. Mr. Alex 
Gorman amended his motion for an approval of the Resolution for P.C. Case #22-10-19. 
This was seconded by Mr. Jarvis and carried 4-0.

III. COMMISSION BUSINESS

A. Correspondence

Ms. Sulek said there was no correspondence.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:16 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:


