MINUTES OF THE PLAN COMMISSION
PUBLIC MEETING
November 5, 2018

I.

CALL TO ORDER
The Plan Commission Public Meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Vice-President
William Jarvis at the Schererville Town Hall. 10 E. Joliet St., Schererville. IN.
A. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
B. Roll Call

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Vice-President William Jarvis,
Secretary Gary Immig, Mr. Dave Jaroszewski, Mr. Drew Thomas, and Mr. Tom Kouros.
Staff present: Town Manager Robert Volkmann, Planning Coordinator/Office Manager
Denise Sulek, Recording Secretary Norma Hollingsworth Rico, Plan Commission
Attorney Alfredo Estrada, and Town Engineer Robert Csanyi. Absent were President
Thomas Anderson and Mr. Dale Rudd.
C. Approve Minutes of the Plan Commission Public Meeting of October 1,2018
Mr. Jaroszewski made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Thomas and
carried 5-0.
II.

PUBLIC ACTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. P.C. Case #18-9-16
NAPLETON 2nd ADDITION, LOT 2 - MERCEDES-BENZ/VOLVO
General Location: 1349 U.S. 41
Petitioner(s): Linden Group Architects
Request: Secondary Approval of a U.S. 41 Commercial Corridor Overlay District
Development Plan
Mr. Grant Currier, President of Linden Group Architects representing the Petitioners,
stated that this is basically a rebranding of the Napleton Auto Dealership. Mr. Currier
explained that Jaguar will be leaving approximately May 1st, and that Volvo and
Mercedes will remain. Mr. Currier added that this project will be demolishing the onestory retail portion on the south end of the building and creating a new showroom
exclusively for Mercedes-Benz. Mr. Currier said that the current Mercedes-Benz portion
will be remodeled and rebranded for Volvo. Mr. Currier also stated that they will be
creating a new service drive entry on the south side of the building for Mercedes; and
creating a Volvo service drive entry on the north side of the building through an existing
overhead door.
Mr. Currier stated that they are reducing the amount of signage on the building and
making it closer in compliance with the ordinance; and that they will be increasing the
amount of landscaping. Mr. Currier added that they have not received any feedback since
the last meeting, so they feel they are proceeding in a positive direction.
Vice-President Jarvis asked if the development would start May 1. Mr. Currier replied
that Jaguar will be leaving May 1; but that they will be submitting permit applications
this week as well as submitting downstate. Mr. Currier said they would like to start
construction as soon as weather permits and when they have permits in hand. VicePresident Jarvis asked when Mr. Currier thought that start date would be. Mr. Currier
replied weather permitting, probably after the first of the year. Vice-President Jarvis
asked if there were any changes since the Primary. Mr. Currier replied there were none.
Vice-President Jarvis confirmed with Staff that they didn't have any issues; then asked if
there were any questions from the Board.
Vice-President Jarvis asked if the 1349 address encompassed the Fiat Dealership as well.
Mr. Currier replied that Fiat was a separate property. There being no further questions,

Vice-President Jarvis asked for Course of Action. Mr. Iimnig made a motion to approve
pursuant to all Federal State, and Local Regulations as well as all fees to the Town of
Schererville to be current. Mr. Thomas seconded the motion which carried 5-0.
B. P.C. Case #18-10-18
JOHNSON ADDITION (A/K/A: EARL’S HEATING & COOLING)
General Location: 5050 W. Lincoln Hwy.
Petitioner(s): Kenneth Christensen
Request: Secondary Approval of a U.S. 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District
Development Plan
Mr. Ryan Marovich from D.V.G. Team 1155 Troutwine Rd., Crown Point represented
the Petitioner. Also in attendance was Mr. Kenneth Christensen. Mr. Marovich stated
that nothing has changed since the Primary other than they have the correct rendering of
the sign showing it is 8’ wide x 12’ tall. Vice-President Jarvis asked if it was a multi
tenant sign which was confirmed by Mr. Marovich. Vice-President Jarvis asked if Staff
had any issues. Mr. Volkmann said that the sign needed to be 10' off of the right-of-way.
Mr. Marovich said they could shift it to the north. Vice-President Jarvis said that any
motion to be made would need to state that the sign would need to be corrected to 10' off
of the right-of-way.
There being no further questions or comments from Staff or the Board. Vice-President
Jarvis asked for a Course of Action. Mr. Jaroszewski made a motion to approve subject
to all State, Federal, and Local Regulations; all fees to be paid to the Town of
Schererville; and with the added contingency that the sign needed to be placed 10' off of
the right-of-way. This was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 5-0.
C. P.C. Case #18-10-19
THE CROSSROADS, LOT 6 (ARBY’S)
General Location: 700 W. Lincoln Hwy. Suite A
Petitioner(s): Michael Mohr - Mohr Architects
Request: Secondary Approval of a U.S 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District
Development Plan
Mr. Volkmann stated that there was no one here regarding this Petition; but that there had
been no changes from the Primary.
Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve P.C. Case #18-10-19 pursuant to all State,
Federal, and Local Regulations; and that all fees to the Town of Schererville be current;
and subject to any contingencies from the Primary Approval. This was seconded by Mr.
Jaroszewski and carried 5-0.
D. P.C. Case #18-9-17
BURR RIDGE
General Location: 8720 Burr St.
Petitioner(s): Providence Homes at Regency, Inc.
Request: Primary Approval of a 104-Lot (R-l) Residential Subdivision
Vice-President Jarvis confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publications
were in order. Attorney Estrada stated that they had been approved at the last meeting.
Vice-President Jarvis also asked for confirmation that they had not opened the matter to
the public at the previous meeting. Attorney Estrada added that it had been continued
until tonight's meeting.
Attorney Jim Wieser from 429 W. Lincoln Hwy., Schererville, represented the
Petitioners. Attorney Wieser stated that the matter had been deferred last month due to
some last minute discussions and determinations by Robinson Engineering and Staff
regarding the pump station and the sanitary sewer line repairs in Pine Island: and further
questions relative to any road improvements.

Attorney Wieser introduced Mr. Doug Ehens, the Project Manager from Providence Real
Estate: Brad Moore, the Engineer on the project from Manhard Consulting; and Shawn
Strange from First Engineering Group who performed the traffic study. Attorney Wieser
stated that the parcel of property which is on the west side of Burr St. south of 85th and
north of 91s' was located in unincorporated Lake County; but it has since been annexed
into the Town of Schererville after complying with all of the statutory requirements.
Attorney Wieser explained that the development has one-hundred residential lots and
four designated out lots; and that they will all be single-family homes. Attorney Wieser
said that after several exchanges with Town Staff and Town Engineers, the presentation
they are making meets all of the standards of the Subdivision Control Ordinance.
Attorney Wieser said that if this approval was to be granted, based on the development
schedule, the site work and site preparation would commence in March or April of 2019
with the first foundation going in probably in September. Attorney Wieser explained that
the subdivision is probably on a five-year schedule; with possibly eighteen to twenty
homes being built per year.
Attorney Wieser said that a legitimate consideration with any development is traffic; and
that Mr. Shawn Strange will comment on the traffic study that was performed and
submitted to the Town. Attorney Wieser added that the level of service is not negatively
impacted by the proposed subdivision; and that the subdivision will have two entrances
as required by the Subdivision Control Ordinance.
Attorney Wieser said that there were two issues raised in the Robinson memorandum last
month; and that Robinson determined that in order to service this subdivision, the Pine
Island system will require some upgrades to the pumps and other equipment located in
the pump station. Attorney Wieser stated that they recognize and understand that this is
an obligation. Attorney Wieser further stated that they know an overall study has been
conducted by the Town relative to Burr St. and the traffic flow and the future of Burr St.
Attorney Wieser said there has been some discussion about any commitment that this
developer can make towards the improvement of Burr St.; but that he would leave that up
to their Engineer and Robinson to talk about it if necessary. Attorney Wieser said that
although there is not an impact on the level of service to the road with their subdivision,
there is some legitimacy to the position taken by the Town that some of the cost
associated with that is to be paid to the Town. Attorney Wieser said that the project will
not take place for a while; but that they recognize and understand and are discussing with
the Town that some compensation will be paid to the Town for the impact the roadway
will have such as the cost of an acceleration/deceleration lane. Attorney Wieser added
that Mr. Volkmann suggested paying into an escrow account. Attorney Wieser said that
they understand the reasonableness of that request; and that they are more than willing to
commit to the Town and work something out about the cost figure.
Mr. Doug Ehens from Providence Real Estate presented a power point about the
subdivision which is about fifty acres and will have one-hundred R-l single-family
residences. Mr. Ehens said they will try to preserve the existing heavy rear tree line; and
that they will leave a buffer around the pond that the Army Corps has taken; and that the
ponds surrounding it will be used for storm water detention services.
Mr. Ehens said that the site breaks into three drainage ways: The northern third drains
into a pond which ultimately drains through a low area to the north and ends up in a big
pond at the corner of 85th & Burr next to Hyles Anderson College. The middle third of
the property drains into a natural wetland area, then under Burr into a storm sewer down
through Pine Island. The southern third drains to a pond they are building that ultimately
dumps into the ravine along the old railroad right-of-way.
Mr. Ehens said that the sanitary sewer service will tie into the Pine Island system on the
east side of Burr St., then going down to the lift station where they will be working with
Staff to do some upgrades to the pumps, generators, and controls. Mr. Ehens said that
they will be making two water connections on Burr St.; and that at Staffs request, they
will create a third loop by going into a neighboring subdivision on the other side of the
NIPSCO right-of-way out the northwest corner of their project.
Mr. Ehens then showed renderings of their product and stated that all of the homes will
have an option of a sunroorn on the back; come standard with a two-car garage, but that a
two-and-a-half car or three-car garage is an option as long as the lot size justifies it. Mr.
Ehens explained that all houses come standard with a partial basement, but that a fullbasement is also an option.

Vice-President Jarvis asked Mr. Ehens what the pricing would be. Mr. Ehens replied that
average finished prices would be low to mid $300.00(fs; but that the base prices would
be in the mid to high $200,00(Ts. Mr. Ehens explained that typically they see their
buyers adding $40,000 to $60,000 in options. Vice-President Jarvis then asked if they
will be building all of the homes or selling some of the lots. Mr. Ehens said they will be
building all of the lots themselves. Vice-President Jarvis asked if they will be putting in
any lighting in the front yards with lamp posts or adding any mailboxes. Mr. Ehens said
there will be no standard yard lighting; and that the mailboxes are at the buyer's
discretion.
There being no questions from the Board members, the matter was opened to the public.
Mr. Joe Lisak from 8588 Durbin Ln. asked what the square footage of the lots and how
close the homes would be to each other. Mr. Ehens replied that they are 80’ x 125’ or
10,000 S.F. Mr. Lisak asked how that compared to Pine Island. Mr. Volkmann said that
they will be comparable and some will be larger. Mr. Lisak asked if the trees would be
provided by them which was confirmed by Mr. Ehens. Mr. Lisak then asked if there
would be any stop signs, because there will be one-hundred-and-fifty cars coining out of
that subdivision. Mr. Lisak also stated that they were told at a Pine Island meeting that
there is only one police car east of Cline for all of them, and wanted to know how that
would work out. Vice-President Jarvis said that there was a traffic study that would be
presented shortly, and that those questions can be asked then. Vice-President Jarvis
added that the stop signs would be placed where needed which was controlled by the
Town along with the streets, signage, and crossings. Mr. Lisak also referred to the
proposed Luer’s Farm project that will be building in the future creating yet more traffic.
Mr. Bob Racich from 5823 W. 85"’ Ave. stated that he heard about Burr St., but nothing
about West 85th Ave. such as the driving habits and that 85"’ will be travelled highly too.
Mr. Racich said there are no street lights in front of his house and that his house is at
12:00 where the pond will be. Mr. Racich said his main concern was drainage: and that it
will drain through a creek and then into the big pond by Hyles Anderson. Mr. Racich
said that the pond will have to be dug out to get it going: and that he was worried about
flooding behind his property. Mr. Racich pointed out that there is only one stop sign at
the corner of West 85"' Ave. and Burr St.; and that there will be a lot of traffic after these
homes are built. Vice-President Jarvis said they will get those questions answered when
the traffic study is presented; and that he also has some questions for the Engineer.
Ms. Cindy Ferrini from 5491 W. 87th Ct. stated that her concern was about taking the
water and putting it in the Hyles Anderson pond. Ms. Ferrini said that where the road
dips down on Burr St., the road floods an awful lot when there is a heavy rain: and she
wanted to know how that would be affected when they are pouring more water into it.
Vice-President Jarvis said that he has plans to ask the Engineer those exact questions in
just a minute; and that he would get her answers for her.
There being no further questions or comments from the audience, the matter was returned
to the Board. Mr. Shawn Strange from First Group Engineering performed the traffic
study. Mr. Strange pointed out that a model traffic study with two access points the
traffic emission for two points and the impact to Burr St. and 85"’ Ave. to the north. Mr.
Strange said they looked at existing and growth and development in the area which took
into account a standardized growth rate in the area as well as looking at the traffic
generated for the site. Mr. Strange explained that by looking at those service levels at
those intersections, it was only downgraded one notch but that it is still well above the
thresholds for added turn lanes or any other additions to the intersections.
Vice-President Jarvis confirmed that the speed limit is now 25 M.P.H.: but at one time it
was 30 M.P.H. Someone from the audience stated that the speed limit is 30 M.P.H. going
east and west but drops down to 25 M.P.H. by the ball field; and added that most traffic
goes over 30 M.P.H. Mr. Strange said that it does drop by the Little League fields; but
that the posted speed limit approaching the intersection is 25 M.P.H. Vice-President
Jarvis said what he is targeting 85"’ Ave., and how the development will impact that
comer and also at 91st. Mr. Volkmann stated that the Town embarked on changing all of
the street and traffic signs in town; and that he believed that the correct speed limit is 25
M.P.H. Vice-President Jarvis stated that it is hard to go any faster than that because
heading south there is a curve that comes into play.
Vice-President Jarvis asked what the study shows as far as the service at 85"’ Ave. and
91s1. Mr. Strange replied that at 85"’ Ave. AM was a B which typically is a delay of
twenty seconds per car; and the PM level was a C which has a grading closer to thirty

seconds. Mr. Strange added that 85th Place just adjacent to Burr and 85Ih Ave. still stays
at A in the AM; and C in the PM, and that the existing level of service is B. At Burr and
91st, the existing level is A. but after the development it drops to a B; and the PM existing
drops from a C to a D but it is still above the criteria for any adjustments. Vice-President
Jarvis confirmed that the current level of service and the after development level were
both taken into account.
Mr. Immig asked for an explanation of a D in relation to the letter grading and at what
intersection it was found. Mr. Strange replied that a D is typically up to about forty
seconds of delay which was found at the 91s’ Ave. and Burr intersection. Mr. Strange
added that normally you start looking at improvements at an E level; and that failure is at
sixty seconds. Mr. Strange added that these are at peak-hour volumes.
Vice-President Jarvis said when you go north you are actually in pretty good shape; but
getting down 91SI Ave. at the intersection there is a little bit of a problem. Mr. Jarvis said
at this point there doesn't need any change made at that intersection. Mr. Strange said
that you don't need any change until you get to a Level E; and that at that point and time
you are looking to the future as well.
Mr. Kouros asked if at the forty seconds you are at a stop sign, or what the forty seconds
indicates. Mr. Strange explained that a forty second delay as you approach the
intersection with a que in front of you, and that the time of that que before it dissipates
and you move to and through the intersection, and that the worst-case scenario is forty
seconds.
Vice-President Jarvis asked if there is a plan for acceleration and deceleration lanes from
the subdivision and if the Town and developer are both doing something. Vice-President
Jarvis said he wants a clear understanding of that because that would impact leaving and
entering that development without causing stacking along Burr St. Town Engineer Mr.
Csanyi replied they are conducting a study on Burr St. right now; and that they originally
recommended installation of accel/decel lanes. Mr. Csanyi said that now they have taken
the First Group’s traffic study into consideration and agree with their findings; and that
they are probably not going to recommend any accel/decel lanes at this point in time. Mr.
Csanyi added that because they are still performing the study, they may still be
recommending other things as they move forward in the future.
Vice-President Jarvis said we would move on to the engineering as far as the water and
the dip on Burr St. by Hyles Anderson; and asked if the water from this development
moves to the Hyles Anderson pond. Mr. Brad Moore from Manhard Consulting replied
that he is the Civil Engineer for this project working along with Providence Homes. Mr.
Moore said that he provided the Board the existing drainage patterns; and that there is an
existing off-site C-l watershed of approximately fifteen acres that drains from the north
onto their site, and then it is filtered through the creek and heads back to the north. Mr.
Moore sad that existing tributary area C is about twenty-five acres and also drains to the
north. Mr. Moore added that the middle part with existing conditions B drains towards
Burr and is approximately twelve acres plus the existing wetlands makes it about
fourteen. Mr. Moore said that there are about ten acres that drain back toward the old
railroad right-of-way along with another couple of acres that come on to their site from
the south.
Vice-President Jarvis asked how much of their development drains towards the old
railroad bed. Mr. Moore replied that in the proposed conditions it would be nine acres
plus the two-and-a-half acres that come there now; but the existing conditions is 10.4
acres that drain there, so that there is a little differential. Mr. Moore explained that when
they give proposed drainage and engineering plans, they try to get it as close as possible
with the layout of the subdivision to match the existing tributary areas. Vice-President
Jarvis asked if the majority of their water would be going to the railroad bed. Mr. Moore
replied that the existing tributary area A is ten acres; and in the future condition, it will be
nine acres to the south.
Mr. Moore said they still have the north drainage and the Burr St. drainage which is
shown on the last sheet. Mr. Moore said it shows the existing layout plan as well as the
proposed detention ponds and the areas associated with the three different tributaries that
we spoke about. Mr. Moore said that the same fifteen-and-a half-acres comes off site
from north to south and is filtered through our proposed storm-sewer system and the pond
which discharges back to the north. Mr. Moore said that all of that water comes from the
north onto the Burr Ridge Site, gets filtered through the existing drainage ditch and then
heads back north again like a horseshoe. Mr. Moore added that they proposed that pond

as close to the existing conditions to be able to filter all of that water through their
system.
Mr. Moore said that the middle tributary area is broken up into two sunk areas because it
is separated by the existing wetland so you can't get water underneath it. Mr. Moore said
there is a pond proposed on the north side and the south side; and that those total areas
are about eleven acres proposed: and that the existing is roughly twelve acres, so they are
maintaining the same drainage pattern overall.
Mr. Moore said the south part is existing around ten to the railroad bed and the proposed
is around nine. Vice-President Jarvis asked how many total retention ponds they will
have on their property itself. Mr. Moore replied that there are four total; and that there is
still the existing pond facility which is pond/wetland and is about two acres that
maintains; so there will be a total of five water features with four proposed and the
existing wetland right along Burr St. Vice-President Jarvis asked if each one of these
ponds is a wet bottom. Mr. Moore replied that the south one that is tucked around and
that you can't see from the road is actually a naturalized dry bottom pond: and that the
one to the north will have open water with fountains that will be a water feature which
separates a good chunk of the existing development to the north.
Vice-President Jarvis asked if they would be sending water to Hyles Anderson's
detention pond. Mr. Moore replied that the existing watershed uses that particular
drainage ditch and goes to that existing pond; and that they have proposed their discharge
will be in the same location. Mr. Moore explained that the difference with building the
homes is that they meet the Town's and Lake County’s ordinance when it comes to how
they address the increased run-off rates. Mr. Moore added that they discharge in the
same location; and those rates are calculated based on existing conditions. Based on
ordinance, they take it and put it through a model, and the difference is what is stored in
the pond. Mr. Moore added that most of the time it is a 75% to 80% reduction of the off
site flow during normal rain-fall months; and that the reduction is in place because of the
detention that is required.
Mr. Moore explained that although they create more water because they are building
houses and roads, it is being released at a much slower rate. Vice-President Jarvis asked
for confirmation that they have a control unit as to the water being released to the north.
Mr. Moore said that was correct, but that he didn’t have the exact size; but if the water is
restricted to a 12” or 15" pipe versus an uncontrolled release, the water coming into it
then is only allowed to go through whatever is required for the allowable use out. VicePresident Jarvis asked if the water will actually be better than it was before going to the
north. Mr. Moore replied that was correct as far as the existing conditions and runoff.
Vice-President Jarvis added especially since they have retention ponds on their property.
Mr. Moore replied that was correct. Vice-President Jarvis asked if this was based on a
one-hundred-year flood. Mr. Moore replied yes.
Vice-President Jarvis asked for questions from Board members. Mr. Immig asked how
the water would get from their site to the Hyles Anderson pond since there is quite a bit
of difference; and asked if they are installing pipe or if it was already there. Mr. Moore
replied that the north detention pond everything gets filtered including the fifteen acres
off-site; and then from there, there will be a pipe that will restrict the flow from leaving
the pond. Mr. Immig asked if that pipe was there now. Mr. Moore replied no. Mr.
Immig asked for confirmation that the pipe was something they would have to install.
Mr. Moore replied that is correct. Mr. Immig said it seems like a long way. Mr. Moore
replied that they discharge at the natural grade, and then their pond is bermed up on the
outside so they can store water upwards and be able to discharge it at grade. Mr. Moore
said there is no storm-sewer pipe leaving their site; but that there is a storm-sewer pipe at
the property line. Mr. Moore added that they don't have to pipe it. and that they have the
ability to drain it through the natural conditions at grade. Mr. Immig asked if that was the
same way on the east side of Pine Island. Mr. Moore replied yes, and added that the
existing storm pipe that is in place is the same thing; and whatever conditions that go to
that, they are taking the same area conditions, filtering in the proposed conditions,
restricting it down and letting it go through the same pathway. Mr. Moore said that the
one to the south which is the ten acres that goes to the railroad bed is the same thing. Mr.
Moore said they take all of the water, store it, and then discharge it at grade into the
railroad right-of-way or ditch.
Vice-President Jarvis asked if Mr. Csanyi had any questions or comments. Mr. Csanyi
said that he had no comments as far as what was just discussed; but that there are still a
couple of things with regards to the proposed sewers that are behind the sidewalks and so

forth. Mr. Csanyi explained that he was tied up in meetings this afternoon and saw a
couple of e-mails, but didn't get the chance to go through them. Mr. Moore replied that
they understand the concents, and that they wanted to provide the sketches he has here
tonight before they went through the exercise of recalculating out the storm to make sure
the routing was what the Town was looking for; and that because the roads are so curved,
he didn't want to put in fifteen manholes and get it on a curve if there was a little bit of
leeway as far as what the Town was looking for.
Mr. Csanyi said the main concern is to have the ability to fit in all of the utilities such as
NIPSCO. Mr. Moore said there are a thousand ways to do it and that the Town has the
best experience of what works for the Town. Mr. Volkmann said that one thing they
talked about this morning was increasing the size of the easements to give a little more
room. Mr. Moore said they have done that in the past, and asked if NIPSCO still goes in
the front yard and if it was exclusive or if it can be combined. Mr. Volkmann said it is
shared. Mr. Moore said that by increasing the width of that and then changing the design
to push it as far as they can into the right-of-way, it will eliminate a lot of manholes but
will still give NIPSCO the ability to put their utilities in. Mr. Volkmann said they can
segment sections of the easement which AT&T, Comcast or NIPSCO can use. Mr.
Moore said they didn’t want to do a final set of plans without talking to the Town first.
Mr. Jarvis asked for confirmation that they are all front yard easements. Mr. Moore said
that was correct. Mr. Ehens said that Comcast will still go in the back yard especially
now that everyone is piled in the front.
Vice-President Jarvis asked Mr. Csanyi if all of the other engineering issues have been
addressed. Mr. Csanyi replied that for the most part they have with the exception of what
they discussed: and that it is not a major issue and something they can definitely work
out.
Attorney Wieser said he believes all of the issues the remonstrants raised had been
addressed and all of their questions had been answered; and that they made it clear what
their position is. Vice-President Jarvis said he just wanted to make sure everything is
being done right because he has friends in the audience as well and wants to make sure
everything is getting addressed and done right. Attorney Wieser said they believe that it
is and that they appreciate it.
Vice-President Jarvis asked if there were any other questions or comments from the
Board or Staff. Mr. Volkmann said he believes everything has been covered and that this
is the first subdivision that has come in that meets all of the requirements.
Mr. Jaroszewski made a motion to approve P. C. Case #18-9-17 subject to all State,
Federal, and Local Regulations; all fees are paid to the Town of Schererville. Mr.
Volkmann said that the motion should include the lift station and contributions for future
improvements on Burr St. Vice-President Jarvis asked Attorney Estrada if they should
also mention that the manholes are to be worked out between the Town and the
developer. Attorney Estrada said that there are three conditions to add to Mr.
Jaroszewski’s motion: The issue regarding upgrading pump station equipment; Burr St.
project improvements; and the sewer manhole location issues. Mr. Jaroszewski stated he
wished to add those conditions to his motion. Mr. Immig asked at what point these items
would get resolved. Mr. Volkmann said it would be before Secondary Approval. This
was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 5-0.
E. P.C. Case #18-11-20
CAZARES 1st ADDITION
General Location: 4828 W. 73rd Ave.
Petitioner(s): Ruperto Cazares
Request: Primary Approval of a 1-Lot (R-l) Residential Subdivision with a Waiver of
Storm Drainage Control Ordinance No. 1708 & 1708A, Title III, Section
2 regarding storm water detention requesting no detention required
Vice-President Jarvis confirmed with Attorney Estrada that the Proofs of Publication
were in order.
Mr. Doug Rettig from D.V.G., 1155 Troutwine Rd., Crown Point, the project engineer,
represented the Petitioner. Mr. Rettig explained that they are here tonight for a Primary
Plat Approval fora 1-Lot subdivision which his R-l and happens to be a 90’ x 150' lot;

and that the street improvements are already in place. Mr. Rettig said that this is a small
portion of a larger parcel that is approximately seven or eight acres, and that there is an
old homestead in between Foxwood Units 5 and 6 on the north side of 73rd Ave.
Mr. Rettig explained that they do intend to develop the rest of the parcel; but the thought
was that since the sewer and street are already in place for this particular area, they would
come in with the 1-Lot Subdivision to be able to get the model home going as soon as
possible. Mr. Rettig stated that they will be coming in with the engineering for the rest of
the site within the next few months. Mr. Rettig added that Mr. Cazares would like to get
a jump on things forecasting good sales for next year.
Vice-President Jarvis asked the amount of the proposed lots were. Mr. Rettig replied
approximately thirteen or fourteen in addition to this one. Vice-President Jarvis read a
letter from Robinson Engineering dated October 30, 2018, stating that they reviewed the
plat for the subject property and found that they are in substantial compliance with the
ordinances of the Town of Schererville.
Vice-President Jarvis asked for questions from Board members. Mr. Immig asked for an
explanation of the waiver they are seeking. Mr. Rettig replied that they are asking a
waiver for storm-water detention only because they will be picking it up in the next
phase. Mr. Rettig explained that they do not want to do a tiny little detention only on one
lot; and that they would take care of it all at once. Mr. Rettig added that it actually drains
to the north on their property anyway, and is not really affecting anything.
Vice-President Jarvis opened the matter to the public. Mr. Gilberto Crestos, Jr. from
7245 Dove Dr. stated he wanted clarification of the location. Mr. Rettig pointed it out to
him. Mr. Crestos then asked if the plan was to shoot the drainage to the north. Mr.
Rettig said that was correct and that there is a rear-yard drain already in place; and that
there will be a new detention pond in the balance of the project.
Ms. Malta Eldakhlallah from 7209 Starling Dr. stated that her backyard faces this
property and that there is a well in the backyard and asked if it would remain because it
used to flood their backyard. Vice-Chairman Jarvis replied that it is his understanding
that they will not be doing anything on the back part of this property because they are just
putting one home up in the front. Mr. Rettig said that he believed the well was no longer
in use; and that the homes are hooked up to city water. Mr. Rettig added that the well
will be abandoned.
There being no further questions or comments from the audience, the matter was returned
to the Board. Mr. Rettig said they are doing some research and that they have talked to
Ms. Sulek. Mr. Rettig added that there is a possibility that this parcel of land (not just the
one lot, but the entire parcel) was included in the detention for Foxwood. Mr. Rettig said
they have yet to prove that; but depending on what they find, they will either provide
additional detention or they will prove that it was accounted for in the original design.
Mr. Rettig said they have not found the calculations yet, and Ms. Sulek has been
checking and that they still have more homework to do. Vice-President Jarvis asked for
confirmation that when they get to the point of adding additional homes, they will
address that. Mr. Rettig replied absolutely. Vice-President Jarvis said he just wants to
make sure of that.
Vice-President Jarvis asked if Staff had any questions or comments. Mr. Volkmann said
that when they get to the point of developing, the existing well on the site will have to be
closed. Mr. Rettig asked if the well was still functioning. Mr. Volkmann said he wasn’t
sure but that there is city water to the lot. Mr. Rettig said he didn’t know where the well
was on the site, but said that it will be abandoned. Mr. Volkmann said it will have to be
closed and that it is probably up by the old farm house. Mr. Rettig asked if there was just
the one well that Mr. Volkmann knew of. Mr. Volkmann said he wasn’t’ sure. Mr.
Rettig said they will take care of it.
Mr. Jaroszewski made a motion to approve P.C. Case #18-11-20 subject to all State,
Federal, and Local Regulations and that all fees are paid to the Town of Schererville.
This was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried 4-0.
Vice-President Jarvis asked for the record to reflect that Mr. Kouros left the meeting prior
to this vote.

III.

COMMISSION BUSINESS
A. Findings of Facts:
1) P.C. Case #18-10-18
Johnson Addition (A/K/A: Earl’s Heating & Cooling)
Primary Approval of a U.S. 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District
Development Plan
APPROVED W/CONTINGENCIES (6-0) 10/1/18
Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Immig and
carried 4-0.
2) P.C. Case #18-10-19 The Crossroads, Lot 6 (Arby’s)
Primary Approval of a U.S. 30 Commercial Corridor Overlay District
Development Plan
APPROVED W/CONTNGENCIES (6-0) 10/1/18
Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mr. Jaroszewski and
carried 4-0.
B. Correspondence
There was no correspondence.

IV.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted:
'

Gary Immig, Sedfet^ry T

