
TOWN OF SCHERERVILLE    SCHERERVILLE, INDIANA 

 REGULAR STORMWATER BOARD MEETING  APRIL 8, 2026  

 

 

 

 The Regular Stormwater Board Meeting of the Town of 

Schererville, IN was called to order by President Caleb S. 

Johnson at 6:33 p.m., in the Schererville Town Hall, 10 E. 

Joliet Street Schererville, IN. 

 

 Attendance was taken with the following Board Members 

Present: Robin Arvanitis, Thomas Schmitt and Caleb S. Johnson.   

Council member Present: Kevin Connelly. Council member absent:  

Rob Guetzloff.  Staff members present:  Attorney David Austgen, 

Fire Chief Robert Patterson, Police Chief Pete Sormaz, Asst. 

Park Superintendent Irene Mireles, IT AJ Garcia, NIES 

Engineering Neil Simstad, Director of Public Works Chad 

Nondorf, Director of Operations Andy Hansen, Town Manager Jim 

Gorman, Clerk-Treasurer Michael Troxell and Recording Secretary 

Robin Thiel.   

 

 THEREUPON, Approval of the minutes.  Mr. Schmitt made a 

motion to approve the minutes of the March 11, 2026 Public 

Meeting, seconded by Mrs. Arvanitis.  All in favor (3-0).    

 

 THEREUPON, Claims   

 
A. APV # 124315 - APV #124439 on the Stormwater Docket, Totaling 

$350,045.00 

 B. Various Funds, Austgen Kuiper Jasaitis, March Legal, 

$15,549.02 

 
 Mr. Schmitt made a motion to accept the claims as 

presented, seconded by Mrs. Arvanitis.  All in favor (3-0). 

  

  THEREUPON, Correspondence NONE 

 

THEREUPON, Reports  

 

Mr. Nondorf stated that the Schererville ditch work is 

about 95% complete.  It’s been graded out, silt has been 

removed and rip-rap has been installed.  He stated that they 

have some shrubs that are planned to go in, they are currently 

cleaning up the work area.   Mr. Nondorf stated that the Dyer 

ditch work will be starting in about another week or two.  He 

stated that with all of this rain, Dyer Construction hasn’t 

been able to get in there yet.   

 

Mr. Johnson asked Mr. Nondorf how we fared after all of 

these storms.  Mr. Nondorf stated that we got six inches of 

rain in March.  He stated they have a few small issues here and 

there that they are going to investigate with their sewer 

camera and take care of them.   

 

Mr. Dan Rolewski, 343 Hilbrich Drive, Schererville, IN, along 

with neighbors Kent Duncan and Jeff Horgash represent the 

Homeowners Association for Lake of the Meadows subdivision here 

in Schererville.  He stated they are here this evening to 

request the Town’s partnership improving and maintaining the 

water quality in Lake of the Meadows Lake.   He stated that 

while the lake is certainly a valued amenity for them, fishing 

and recreation, its primary function is much more important 

from a municipal standpoint.  It's a 17 acre storm water 

retention basin that was designed as part of the original 

subdivision infrastructure.  It serves as a collection and 

management point for storm water runoff, helping protect 

downstream systems and properties.  Mr. Rolewski stated that 

for many years the HOA has taken responsibility for maintaining 

the lake and this year alone they are spending $12,000.00 on 

algae treatment.  He stated that in recent years, maintaining 

the water quality has become increasingly difficult and 

expensive. He stated the seasonal blooms of blue green algae 

which is other known as cyanobacteria have become more frequent 

and more severe.  He stated that because the lake collects 

runoff from a public infrastructure, they believe this is not  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

solely an HOA responsibility, but rather a shared public 

private issue.  He stated that they respectfully request the 

Town consider partnering with them on a practical and cost-

effective solution.  Specifically we’re asking the Town to 

assist with installing phosphate filtering system filters 

essentially at the three storm water inlets to the lake.   

These filters are designed to reduce the nutrient load that 

fuels algae blooms that would directly address one of the root 

causes of the issue.  Mr. Rolewski stated that they appreciate 

that the Town already provides maintenance for dry retention 

area such as managing vegetation overgrowth and cutting of the 

detention areas.  He stated their goal is straightforward, to 

improve long-term water quality, reduce nutrient loading at the 

source, reduce ongoing treatment costs and proactively address 

a growing environmental and public health concern.  He then 

explained some cost estimates that he has.   

 

 Mr. Johnson stated he appreciates all of the information 

Mr. Rolewski gave and said the next step would most likely be 

to talk to public works, figure out what public works and 

administration have in response to something like this 

situation.  He stated that other HOA’s have come to the Town 

Council in many respects, looking for assistance like this, but 

this is private property, so it is the HOA’s responsibility for 

the most part.   

 

 Mr. Horgash stated that he spoke with Mr. Nondorf a 

couple of weeks ago about the situation, but basically he said 

it’s a private lake and he didn’t think the Town would get 

involved with this. 

 

 Mr. Schmitt asked Mr. Nondorf if he has been out there in 

person.  Mr. Nondorf stated yes, public works checks a screen 

that keeps the algae from getting into the piping system on the 

discharge side of the lake.  Mr. Nondorf stated that when he 

talked to Mr. Horgash he advised him that it was private and 

from a public works perspective we’ve never done any 

maintenance other than checking that screen on a weekly basis.  

Mr. Nondorf stated that he doesn’t think there’s any access for 

anybody to use the lake except the adjoining homeowners on the 

lake.  So, from his perspective he didn’t think it was a Town 

issue because it’s owned by the HOA and exclusively those 17 

homes that are on the north side of the lake.  Mr. Nondorf 

stated that it is just his perspective that it wasn’t a man-

made lake, it was something that was there before the 

subdivision.   

 

After further discussion Mr. Johnson stated that he’s not 

sure that the Town is going to be able to do this, but they 

will talk about it some more and see if there’s something we 

can do for you guys.   

 

  THEREUPON, Old Business NONE 

 

 THEREUPON, New Business NONE 

 

 THEREUPON, Business from the floor NONE 

 

Meeting adjourned.       ______________________________ 

      CALEB S. JOHNSON 

      STORMWATER BOARD PRESIDENT 

 

_____________________________________________ 

MICHAEL A TROXELL, IAMCA, MMC, ACPFIM, CPFA, CMO 

TOWN CLERK-TREASURER 

 

A TRUE COPY 


