
 

TOWN OF SCHERERVILLE, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA 
ORDINANCE NO.:  2047 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING TOWN SOLICITOR REGULATIONS 
TOWN ORDINANCE NO. 2008 AND TOWN ORDINANCE NO. 2045, 
BOTH BEING ORDINANCES ESTABLISHING REPLACEMENT AND 
CURRENT REGULATIONS FOR LICENSING OF SOLICITORS IN 
THE TOWN OF SCHERERVILLE, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA, 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES, IN CONFLICT HEREWITH, AND 
ALL MATTERS RELATED THERETO. 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Schererville, Lake County, Indiana 
(hereinafter, the "Town Council"), has undertaken current review and amendment evaluation 
of current Town Solicitor Regulations Ordinance No. 2045, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council, upon such review, has determined that amendment is 
necessary for compliance with current laws, rules, regulations, and authority; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council, as a consequence of its review and assessment of the 
provisions contained in Town Solicitor Regulations Ordinance No. 2045, has determined that 
it is in the best interests of the residents of the Town of Schererville to repeal and rescind all 
previous Ordinance, in conflict herewith, and establish an updated and current Solicitor 
Regulations Ordinance for the Town of Schererville; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council, upon its review and evaluation, now further concurs 
and agrees that establishment of regulations for solicitation by for-profit entities or 
organizations is valid and appropriate, if in compliance with the regulations established herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF SCHERERVILLE, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA, AS FOLLOWS, 
NAMELY: 

SECTION ONE:  DEFINITIONS. 

Solicitor and/or Canvasser: A person who acts to obtain business orders or sell items to 
potential customers, carries samples of the subject for sale while traveling door to door by foot 
or any type of conveyance from house to house, or in, along, or about, any street or place 
within the Municipal Corporate boundaries of the Town of Schererville, Lake County, Indiana. 
The definition shall also include any person taking orders for future delivery, or for services 
to be furnished or performed in the future 

For-Profit: An entity that earns a profit, or seeks to earn a profit, for its owners. 



 

Non-Profit: An Entity that does not earn profit for its owners. All money earned 
through pursuing business activities or through donations is remitted and returned such funds 
to the organization. 

Fundraiser: Any person whose primary purpose is to raise money for a Non-Profit 
organization by traveling by foot, vehicle, or other conveyance from place to place, house to 
house, or in, about, or upon any street, alley, or highway, or any other property in the Town 
of Schererville, Lake County, Indiana. 

SECTION TWO:  LICENSE AND REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS. 

Solicitors and/or Canvassers are authorized and permitted to engage in or carry on the 
business of solicitation within the Town of Schererville provided that they are registered and 
permitted for such solicitation and/or canvassing under the provisions of this enabling 
Ordinance as amended from time to time. 

For-Profit and Non-Profit Solicitors and/or Canvassers are required to register and 
become licensed under this Town of Schererville Ordinance upon completion of and approval 
for such as set forth in this Ordinance, as amended. Upon satisfying the terms and requirements 
for issuance of a Solicitor Permit in the Town of Schererville, a License may be issued by the 
Town of Schererville as set forth herein. A Solicitor License issued herein will be valid for a 
maximum period of thirty (30) consecutive days from the date of issuance by the Town of 
Schererville. 

SECTION THREE:  APPLICATION. 

A Solicitor Application is available at the Town Clerk-Treasurer's Office Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM. 

 A completed Application for a Solicitor license, as required by this 
Ordinance, as amended from time to time must be completed by each 
individual solicitor of the organization wanting to solicit in the Town 
of Schererville. Once the Application for Solicitor License is 
completed, the Applicant shall bring the application to the Clerk-
Treasurer’s Office along with the documents listed below, namely: The 
applicant's name and home address; 

 A photo ID, such as a driver's license, that includes a physical 
description of the applicant, i.e., age, sex, height, weight, date of birth, 
and eye color; 

 A brief description of the type of goods, wares or merchandise to be 
sold and a statement whether delivery of such goods, wares or 



 

merchandise is to be made immediately or in the future; 

 If the applicant places orders for such wares, goods or merchandise, a 
sample copy of the order form used in connection with such activity ; 

 The length of time for which the Organization seeks to fundraise; 

 If applicable, a copy of the letter from the IRS stating that your 
organization is a 26 U.S.C. Section 501(c)3 non-profit organization; 
and 

 If applicable, a copy of a fundraising request letter or flyer from the 
Non-Profit Organization. 

SECTION FOUR:  FEES. 

 A non-refundable filing fee shall be charged with each completed Application. Said 
fee shall be $25.00. Payment shall be made to the Town of Schererville in the form of cash 
or credit card. 

In the event that the Application is processed and approved, a License Fee in the form 
of cash or credit card shall be charged by the Town of Schererville Police Department. Said 
fee shall be $20.00 per week or a maximum of $50.00 for Thirty (30) consecutive days. Such 
funds shall be deposited in the Town General Fund. 

SECTION FIVE:  PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS. 

The completed application must be submitted to the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office along 
with payment of the Solicitor’s License fee.   At this time The Applicant must supply a photo 
ID, such as a driver's license. Said photo ID shall be inserted onto the Solicitor’s License 
Application.  The original Solicitor’s License Application shall be returned to the Applicant 
with a copy being kept at the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

The Applicant shall submit the original Solicitor’s License Application to the Town of 
Schererville Police Department for review. The Police Department shall complete a 
background check which can take up to Three (3) Business Days.   

In the event that the character and responsibility of the Applicant are determined to be 
satisfactory, the Police Department shall endorse on the Application the approval, and shall 
then notify the Applicant. The Applicant must meet at the Police Department to pay the 
appropriate Solicitor License fee, and be issued a license and a badge. 

In the event that the Applicant's character and responsibility are found to be 



 

unsatisfactory, the Police Department shall then notify the Applicant of the DENIAL.  

The Clerk-Treasurer shall retain and maintain a permanent record of all issued 
licenses. 

SECTION SIX:  BADGE ISSUANCE. 

Any and all persons procuring a Solicitor License shall be issued a badge reflecting the 
solicitor's name, photograph, expiration date and organization name. Such badge shall be worn 
conspicuously upon the .solicitor's person. Such badge is non-transferrable or assignable. 

SECTION SEVEN:  HOURS OF SOLICITATION. 

A Solicitor shall only be allowed to address and communicate at the front door of a 
residence. It shall be unlawful to use any other door of a residence. All solicitations shall occur 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Solicitation on Sundays and Federal Holidays 
shall be prohibited. 

SECTION EIGHT:  

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined a sum 
not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per day. Each day such violation is committed 
shall constitute a separate violation of the Ordinance, as amended from time to time. 

SECTION NINE:  

That Town Ordinance Nos. 2008 and 2045 both are hereby repealed, and any 
provisions stated elsewhere in this Amendatory Ordinance and any other Ordinances which 
are inconsistent with the terms of this Amendatory Solicitors Ordinance, are hereby deemed 
null, void and of no legal effect. 

SECTION TEN:  

That if any section, clause, provision, or portion of this Solicitors Regulations 
Replacement Ordinance shall be held  to be invalid  or  unconstitutional by any Court of 
competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect the validity of any other Section, 
clause, provision, or portion of this Solicitors Regulations Replacement Ordinance. 

SECTION ELEVEN:  

That this Solicitors Regulations Replacement Ordinance shall take effect, and be in 
full force and effect, from and after its passage and adoption by the Town Council of the Town 
of Schererville, Lake County, Indiana, and publication in conformance with applicable law. 
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